* * 


Winter  2004 
Volume  3 Nu 
www.numisoff 


Sale  Dates:  Ja 


HentaKeCoins.com:  A Free  Online  Community  of  1 20,000+  Numismatists  - Worldwide  • Join  Today! 


HeritageCoins.com  • 1-800-872-6467  • 1-800-US  COINS 

Consignor  Hotline:  Ext  222  • 24-hour  voicemail.  • Call  today! 


7/EE  F/E/4UECE;  - 
ECLLECTiO; : OE 
U:  Tzu  STATES 

L/-GECE7- 


In  each  generation  comes  a collection 
so  well  known  that  it  needs  no  introduction, 
so  superlative  that  it  demands  absolute  attention 


es  Rasmussen,  former  President  of  Early  American  Coppers,  assembled  an  incredible  collection  of  more  than  750  Large 
Cents,  virtually  complete  by  die  marriage  from  1793  to  1839.  Condition  Census  coins.  Coins  of  superlative  Quality,  of  incredible  rarity 
Plate  coins.  Coins  with  impressive  pedigrees,  from  the  famous  early  American  copper  collections  ol  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon, 

R.E.  Naftzger  |r.,  and  Robinson  S.  Brown  |r.  Coins  that  will  soon  be  available  foryour  bidding  consideration. 

If  you  too  wish  to  seil  your  Large  Cents  and  other  desirable  numismatic  properties,  please  contact  one  of  our  Consignment  Directors  for 
details  about  the  incredible  opportunity  presented  by  our  FUN  2005  Auction. 
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New  York  International  Coin  Fair  2005 


Gemini,  LLC 

Presents  an  Ancient  & European  Coin  Auction 

by 

Harlan  J.  Berk,  Ltd.  and  Freeman  & Sear 
at  the  Waldorf  Astoria,  New  York,  NY. 
Tuesday  January  11  & Wednesday  January  12 


We  are  now  accepting  coins  for  consignment 
World  Class  Cataloguers  At  Your  Service 
Harlan  J.  Berk,  Curtis  Clay,  Robert  Freeman,  Catharine  C.  Lorber 

Contact 


Harlan  J.  Berk 
31  N.  Clark  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60602 
312-609-0075 
info@harlanjberk.com 


Robert  Freeman 
P.O.  Box  641352 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90064 
310-450-9755 

info@freemanandsear.com 
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Monday- 

Wednesday 

Teletrade’s  longest  running  classic 
weekly  sales  with  the  broadest  variety 
of  coins,  with  an  average  of  over  1,000 
lots  offered.  These  range  from  items 
under  $10  to  over  $10,000.  Literally 
something  for  everyone! 

Premier 

Teletrade ’s  monthly  high-end  auctions 
with  the  finest  and  rarest  of 
everything,  with  many  special 
collections  andlor  condition  census 
specimens  or  other  rarities. 


Contemporary 

Classics 


Teletrade  is  a proud  member  of 
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► For  questions  about  upcoming 
auctions,  coin  collections  or 
consignments:  Please  contact  Paul 
Song  at  paulstgteletrade.com 


Teletrade’s  new  Monthly  auctions  for 
collectors  of  the  new.  Teletrade  has 
been  a pioneer  in  nurturing  the 
marketplace  for  modern  rarities, 
including  finest  known  examples  of 
many  coins  from  the  1930s  to  present. 


Rainbow 

Teletrade ’s  Quarterly  auctions  for 
collectors  of  toned  and  rainbow  United 
States  coins.  This  is  one  of  our  most 
popular  and  colorful  offerings. 


>•  For  general  customer  service 
questions:  Please  contact  Irma 
Kane  at  irmaktgtteletrade.com 


TELETRADE  - THE  LEADER  IN 
INTERNET  AUCTIONS  FOR  THE 
VERY  BEST  IN  CERTIFIED  COINS. 

Teletrade  auctions  are  fun,  easy  and 
economical  since  bidding  is  done  over  toll-free 
“800”  lines  or  over  the  Internet.  Teletrade 
auctions  are  real  - anyone  can  buy,  anyone 
can  sell.  No  minimum  orders  necessary.  No 
sales  calls. 

Enhance  your  online  bidding  experience  by 
utilizing  our  Teletrade  Price  Guide  or  the 
ever-popular  Mr.  Want  list.  Also,  look  for  our 
weekly  ad  in  Coin  World  highlighting 
upcoming  auctions.  For  more  information  see 
w H’  H’.  teletrade,  comlmrwantlist 

You  can  experience  us  by  either  logging  onto 
our  Web  site  or  join  our  “live”  bidding  by 
phone  at  home,  work  or  on  the  road.  Yes,  it's 
that  easy  - with  or  without  a computer. 

Consignment  Questions? 

Email  Paul  Song  at  paulstg  teletrade.com 

Shipping  Questions? 

Email  Bob  Curtis  at  bobctg  teletrade.com 

Customer  Service  Questions? 

Email  Irma  Kane  at  irmaktfl  teletrade.com 

OR  SIMPLY  CALL  ANY  OF  THEM  AT 

800.949.2646 


Teletrade  welcomes  payment  by  Visa, 
MasterCard,  American  Express  and  Discover. 
We  are  happy  to  do  this  for  no  additional  fee! 


800.949.2646 

or  register  online  at 

www.teletrade.com 


trade* 


Trusted  By  Serious  Collectors  Worldwide 

Register  online  at  www.teletrade.com 
& email  us  at  info@teletrade.com 

18022  Cowan,  Ste.  107  • Irvine,  CA  92614 
800.949.COIN(2646)  • Fax  949.250.9290 
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Only  at  Teletrade  will  you  find  these  exciting  coins  offered  at  auction. 
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Find  out  how  Reid  Wolf  can  help  you  realize  the  strongest  possible 
prices.  What  he  did  for  R.G.N.  of  New  York,  he  can  also  do  for  you. 
Call  Reid  today  at  800-458-4646.  He’ll  take  care  of  the  rest. 


Reid  Wolf  has  been  involved 
with  numismatics  since  the 
age  of  10.  Now  Consignment 
Director  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Auctions,  he  prides  himself  on 
being  able  to  form  trusting  rela- 
tionship with  clients  that  are 
aimed  toward  helping  them  real- 
ize the  highest  prices  possible 
through  the  auctioning  of  their 
rare  coins  and  currency. 


Bowers  and  M erena’s 
July  2004  Baltimore 
Auction  Catalog 


Bowers  and  Merena  Auctions 

Bowers  And  Merena  is  a proud  member  of 

SKI  SPECTRUM  NUMISMATIC 
AUCTIONS 


18022  Cowan,  Suite  200D,  Irvine,  CA  92614  • TOLL  FREE:  800.458.4646  • 949.253.0916  • Fax:  949.253.4091 
www.bowersandmerena.com  • email:  auction@bowersandmerena.com 

A GMAI  Company 
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Dear  Friends  and  Members, 

We  are  looking  back  at  a year  full  of 
change  and  activity.  In  early  2004, 
we  began  packing  books,  sorting 
through  basements,  and  by  March, 
we  were  on  the  road  to  downtown 
Manhattan.  By  now  many  of  our 
members  have  come  to  the  new 
building.  We  have  certainly  noticed 
an  increase  in  our  regular  visitors, 
and  we  hope  that  this  trend  will  con- 
tinue. 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  a num- 
ber of  new  Trustees  joined  our  board, 
and  we  are  very  grateful  for  their 
interest  and  support  in  the  ANS. 
There  has  also  been  one  other 
change.  After  five  years  as  Treasurer, 
Kenneth  Edlow,  handed  over  the 
baton  to  Roger  Siboni.  Kenneth 
Edlow,  who  has  been  one  of  the  most 
loyal  supporters  and  a major  donor  of 
the  ANS,  will  continue  to  serve  as  a 
Trustee.  I have  worked  with  him 
over  the  last  five  years,  during  which 
the  ANS  received  over  $12  million  in 
donations,  an  unprecedented  sum  in 
our  history. 

Our  new  Treasurer,  Roger  Siboni,  is 
an  experienced  accountant  and  busi- 
nessman. He  has  begun  to  analyze  the 
ANS  finances  and  to  structure  a plan 
for  raising  an  endowment  that  can 
sustain  the  operations,  curatorial  and 
other  activities  of  the  ANS.  One  mea- 
sure that  will  affect  most  members  is 
an  increase  in  dues  for  this  coming 
year.  Details  have  not  been  finalized, 
but  there  is  some  general  agreement 
that  dues  are  too  low  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  membership  services.  I 
would  be  interested  to  hear  your 
views  on  this  issue. 

Many  of  you  have  pointed  out  that 
you  cannot  attend  events  in  New 
York;  because  of  this  we  are  working 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  ANS  pro- 
grams to  our  members  around  the 
country  and  overseas.  The  ANS 
Magazine  is  the  main  focus  of  this 
effort.  Over  the  last  two  years,  we 
have  printed  David  Yates’  Stephen 


Scher  lecture  on  French  medals  in  the 
ANS  Magazine.  The  2003  Groves 
Forum,  which  was  delivered  by 
Graham  Dyer  of  the  Royal  Mint,  will 
be  printed  in  the  2004/5  AJN.  We  are 
also  increasingly  offering  lectures  at 
coin  clubs  and  other  venues  through- 
out the  US.  Thanks  to  the  kind  of 
invitation  of  Dan  Holmes  and  Chuck 
Heck,  Robert  Hoge  and  I will  be 
attending  the  EAC  conference  in 
Anapolis  in  April  2005.  We  are  plan- 
ning an  event  on  the  West  Coast  in 
February,  for  which  invitations  will 
be  sent  in  January. 

By  now  you  should  have  received 
an  invitation  to  our  annual  gala  din- 
ner. Our  honoree  is  George  Kolbe, 
who  is  perhaps  one  of  our  most  pop- 
ular members.  And  as  one  of  the 
most  eminent  numismatic  book  deal- 
ers in  the  world,  he  is  always  willing 
to  help  numismatists  about  book 
enquiries.  In  recent  years  he  has  been 
instrumental  in  raising  money  for  the 
Francis  D.  Campbell  Chair.  In  this 
capacity  he  has  held  auctions  for  the 
ANS,  sold  duplicates  and  donated 
money  to  this  important  cause.  I 
hope  that  many  of  you  will  join  us  in 
thinking  him  for  his  efforts  on 
January  13,  2005  at  our  gala  at  the 
Plaza  Hotel  in  New  York. 

I look  forward  to  seeing  many  of 
you  in  January  at  the  New  York 
International  coin  show.  On  behalf  of 
all  of  us  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  I wish  you  happy  holidays 
and  all  the  best  wishes  for  2005. 


Yours  truly 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


American  Numismatic  Society 


R.  W.  Hoge  Receives 
Numismatic 
Ambassador  Award 

On  Saturday  October  23,  during  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
Annual  meeting,  Robert  Wilson 
Hoge  received  the  Numismatic 
Ambassador  Award  sponsored  by 
Numismatic  News  and  Krause  pulica- 
tions.  The  award  is  given  for  “the 
devotion,  sincerity,  patience,  perse- 
verance, and  ability  to  get  things 
done  that  has  allowed  the  coin  col- 
lecting hobby  to  gain  a true  national 
acceptance  in  the  eyes  of 
Americans.”  The  Award  is  based  also 
on  the  recipient’s  acute  sense  of  shar- 
ing their  knowledge  over  many  years 
in  educational  programs  and  exhibits 
at  club  meetings,  and  by  answering 


without  reservations  the  questions  of 
the  beginning  or  less  advanced  col- 


lector. The  award  was  presented  to 
Mr.  Hoge  by  Cliff  Mishler  ANS 
Board  Member  and  2003  recipient  of 
the  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award. 

Robert  Hoge  was  appointed 
Curator  of  American  Coins  and 
Currency  at  the  ANS  in  2001.  From 
1981  to  2001,  he  served  as  Curator  of 
the  Museum  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  for  which 
organization  he  also  managed  the 
ANA  Authentication  Bureau,  1991- 
2001,  and  worked  as  a contributing 
editor  for  its  journal,  The 
Numismatist.  The  longest-serving 
curator  of  the  ANA,  and  the  first  to 
come  from  a professional  museum 
background,  Hoge  developed  the 
Museum’s  collections,  programs  and 
policies,  oversaw  extensive  renova- 
tions to  the  galleries,  and  planned  and 
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AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


8 


AMfcfeiCAN  Numismatic  Society 


installed  many  major  new  popular 
exhibitions,  such  as  the  Harry  W. 
Bass  Collection  of  United  States  gold 
Coins,  patterns  and  1896  silver  cer- 
tificates. 

Hoge  was  honored  to  be  among  so 
many  friends  and  supporters  of  the 
ANS  who  have  also  received  this 
esteemed  award,  including  ANS 
Executive  Director  Ute  Wartenberg 
Kagan,  who  was  a recipient  in  2002. 

Professor  Rtveladze 
Visits  ANS 

On  October  14,  2004  Professor 
Edward  Rtveladze,  Academician  of 
the  Uzbekistan  Academy  of  Sciences 
and  Head  of  the  Archaeology 
Department  of  the  Art  Research 
Institute  in  Uzbekistan  visited  the 
ANS  at  our  new  facility.  Rtveladze  is 
a world-renowned  scholar,  an  out- 
standing historian  and  archaeologist, 
and  a specialist  in  the  numismatics, 
culture  and  arts  of  Central  Asia.  He  is 
the  author  of  more  than  20  mono- 
graphs and  about  600  articles  dedi- 
cated to  fundamental  problems  of 
Central  Asia  history.  His  visit  was 
part  of  a program  arranged  by  the 
Institute  of  International  Education, 
sponsored  by  the  US  Department  of 
State  international  visitor  leadership 
program.  Collections  Manager  Dr. 
Elena  Stolyarik  showed  Professor 
Rtveladze  the  ANS  collections  of 
ancient  Parthian  and  Bactrian  coins. 
He  also  discussed  with  Dr.  Michael 
Bates,  Curator  of  Islamic  Coins,  the 
problems  of  identification  of  the  pre- 


Muslim  coins  of  Chach  (in  the  area  of 
the  modern  Tashkent). 

ANS  Collects 
Numismatic 
Publications  for  Iraq 
Museum 

It  has  been  over  a year  since  the  Iraq 
Museum  was  looted  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  fall  of  Saddam  Hussein’s 
regime.  Thankfully,  the  museum’s 
collection  of  some  100,000  coins 
miraculously  escaped  when  looters — 
who  somehow  had  keys  to  cabinets 
where  the  collection  was  stored — 
dropped  them  in  the  dark  and  confu- 
sion. Unfortunately,  the  Museum’s 
offices  and  other  parts  of  the  collec- 
tion were  not  so  lucky.  While  the  ini- 
tial reports  of  looting  were  exaggerat- 
ed, the  museum  really  did  suffer 
some  serious  losses. 

Academics  with  an  interest  in  the 
Middle  East  have  since  plead  for 
international  assistance  to  restore  the 
Iraq  Museum,  and  a cadre  of  young 
Iraqi  scholars  has  been  recruited  to 
make  help  make  this  dream  become  a 
reality.  These  Iraqi  scholars  can  par- 
ticularly use  help  in  rebuilding  the 
institution’s  collection  of  reference 
materials.  For  that  reason,  the  ANS 
asks  its  members  and  other  interested 
parties  to  donate  numismatic  books 
to  be  sent  to  Iraq  for  use  at  the 
Museum.  Even  before  the  war,  the 
Museum’s  reference  materials  on 
coins  were  seriously  lacking.  Copies 
of  major  references  for  coins  found  in 


the  area  will  thus  be  of  immense  help 
to  the  Museum  staff — which  now 
includes  at  least  one  young  woman 
training  as  a numismatist. 

Book  donations  can  be  sent  to  the 
ANS,  care  of  Joanne  Isaac.  Such 
donations  will  be  tax-deductible  and 
will  be  fully  acknowledged  as  gifts. 
The  ANS  has  also  listed  references  of 
particular  interest  to  the  Iraq  Museum 
on  its  web  site:  http://www.amnum- 
soc.org/  Any  help  you  can  provide 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  Iraqi 
scholars  and  will  offer  a concrete 
demonstration  of  the  commitment  of 
the  American  numismatic  community 
to  their  fellow  numismatists  in  Iraq. 

Society  Participates  in 
ANA  Convention 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 
was  well  represented  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  held  in 
Pittsburgh  August  18  to  23.  Librarian 
Frank  Campbell  and  Curator  of  North 
American  Coins  and  Currency 
Robert  Hoge  manned  a table  in  the 
bourse  hall,  assisted  by  Ian  Stevens 
of  the  David  Brown  Book  Company 
and  volunteers  Robert  Leonard, 
Robert  Julian  and  Gordon  Frost.  The 
successful  ANS  Library  benefit  auc- 
tion held  in  conjunction  with  the  con- 
vention is  discussed  in  the  Librarian’s 
column.  Many  ANS  members  were  in 
attendance,  and  several  distinguished 
themselves — among  them  Dr.  David 
Menchell,  who  won  the  Howland 
Wood  Best-in-Show  Award  for  his 
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exhibit  "Medals  of  the  French  and 
Indian  Wars.” 

The  Society  participated  in  a special 
meeting  called  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution’s  Director  of  the  National 
Museum  of  American  History,  Brent 
D.  Glass,  to  help  determine  how  best 
to  utilize  the  National  Numismatic 
Collection's  resources  now  that  the 
numismatic  exhibition  hall  has  been 
closed  down.  Participants  explored  a 
variety  of  suggestions  and  approach- 
es, considering  the  funding  needs 
implied  by  each.  The  Society  may  be 
able  to  assist  in  a number  of  ways  in 
the  future,  including  the  display  of 
items  from  the  Smithsonian 
Institution’s  collection  in  the  exhibi- 
tion hall  in  the  new  ANS  facilities, 
development  of  which  is  planned 
over  the  next  several  years. 


Our  congratulations  go  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
for  another  successful  show. 

Heath  Teaching  at 
New  School  University 

Sebastian  Heath  is  teaching  the 
course  entitled,  "Discovering  the 
Ancient  City:  Troy,  Athens,  and 
Pompeii,"  at  New  School  University 
in  New  York.  Troy,  Athens,  and 
Pompeii  are  three  of  the  most  famous 
sites  in  the  Ancient  Mediterranean, 
and  they  form  the  basis  for  introduc- 
ing students  to  the  study  of  the 
Aegean  Bronze  Age,  Classical 
Greece,  and  Republican  and  Imperial 
Rome.  Troy  in  Turkey  is  famous  as 
the  legendary  site  of  the  Trojan  War 
described  in  Homer's  Iliad.  Recent 
research  in  the  archives  of  the  Hittite 


Empire,  along  with  ongoing  excava- 
tion at  the  site,  have  suggested  an  his- 
torical background  to  Homer's  great 
epic.  But  the  relationship  between  the 
Iliad  and  the  site  of  Troy,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  settled  into  the  Byzantine 
period,  is  still  unclear  and  remains  a 
fascinating  problem  for  students  to 
consider.  By  the  early  fifth  century 
BC,  Athens  had  begun  to  assert  its 
leadership  among  the  cities  of  the 
Classical  Greek  world.  The  city's 
confidence  and  political  dynamism  is 
reflected  in  artistic  and  architectural 
developments  that  affect  sculpture 
and  vase-painting  and  also  drive  con- 
struction in  the  Athenian  Agora  and 
on  the  Acropolis.  By  looking  at  a 
combination  of  visual  and  textual 
evidence,  students  can  examine  the 
relationship  between  art  and  power  in 
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an  ancient  setting.  Pompeii  in  Italy 
was  destroyed  by  the  eruption  of  Mt. 
Vesuvius  in  August  of  AD  79.  Its 
transformation  from  Samnite  settl- 
ment  to  Roman  colony  illustrates  the 
effects  of  increasing  Roman  influ- 
ence over  local  societies.  But 
Pompeii  also  allows  a uniquely 
detailed  look  at  the  circumstances  of 
everyday  life  in  an  ancient  city.  The 
exploration  of  boundaries  between 
public  and  private  life,  and  of  the 
economic  role  of  the  city  allow  stu- 
dents to  consider  ancient  urbanism 
within  the  context  of  their  own  mod- 
em experience.  Dr.  Heath's  course 
will  run  until  early  January.  New 
School  University  is  a private  univer- 
sity, founded  in  1919,  that  maintains 
an  emphasis  on  continuing  adult  edu- 
cation. 


Heath  Speaking  on 
Digital  Photography  in 
Boston 

Sebastian  Heath  will  be  part  of  a 
session  discussing  recent  develop- 
ments in  digital  imaging  that  will 
take  place  during  the  Archaeological 
Institute  of  America's  Annual 
Meetings  in  Boston  this  coming 
January.  Organized  by  John  Wallrodt 
of  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  the 
session  will  focus  on  practical  appli- 
cations of  digital  equipment  in  field 
environments,  museum  settings,  and 
final  publication.  Dr.  Heath  will 
focus  on  numismatic  photography 
with  an  emphasis  on  lighting  and 
techniques  for  maintaining  pre- 
dictable scale  when  printing  images. 
Other  participants  will  address  choice 
of  image  format,  color  consistency. 


image  cataloging,  and  further  issues 
involved  in  the  publication  process. 
The  Annual  Meetings  of  the  AIA  will 
be  held  in  Boston,  MA  from  6 to  9 
January  2005. 

ANS  Annual  Meeting 

The  147th  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  was 
held  on  October  23,  2004. 

Approximately  50  members  attended 
the  meeting,  which  was  followed  by  a 
reception  in  the  ground  floor  hall. 
The  President.  Treasurer  and  ANS 
staff  were  present  and  reported  on  the 
activities  of  the  past  year. 

Mr.  Donald  Partrick,  President  of 
the  Society,  opened  the  meeting.  He 
spoke  enthusiastically  about  the 
changing  neighborhood  of  lower 
Manhattan  as  well  as  new  headquar- 
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ters  and  a bright  future  for  the  ANS. 
The  minutes  of  last  year’s  Annual 
meeting  were  approved. 

Fellows  and  Trustees  Elected 

On  behalf  ot  the  Nominating  and 
Governance  Committee,  Chairman 
Peter  K.  Tompa  read  the  names  of  the 
nominees  for  election.  The  Fellows 
ot  the  Society  unanimously  elected  to 
confirm  the  nomination  of  seven 
incumbent  and  three  new  candidates 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  All  Fellows 
present  at  the  meeting  raised  their 
hands  in  favor  of  the  nominations  and 
70  proxies  by  mail  were  counted. 
Short  biographies  of  the  new  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  a 
tull  list  of  the  ANS  Board  of  Trustees 
can  be  found  on  the  ANS  website 
http://www.numismatics.org.  The 


A M E 


newly  elected  Trustees  class  of 
tenure  are  as  follows:  Class  of  2007: 
Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Adams,  Mr.  Charles 
C.  Anderson,  Prof.  Jane  Merriam 
Cody,  Prof.  Peter  Gaspar,  Prof. 
Kenneth  W.  Harl,  Prof.  John  H.  Kroll, 
Mr.  David  B.  Simpson,  Dr.  Thomas 
A.  Zdeblick;  Class  of  2006:  Prof.  Jere 

L.  Bacharach;  Class  of  2005:  Mr. 
Daniel  Hamelberg 

Mr.  Tompa  announced  that  the 
Board  had  elected  the  following 
members  as  Fellows  of  the  Society: 
Mr.  Victor  England,  Mr.  Jerome 
Haggerty,  Dr.  David  Menchel,  Mr. 
Normand  Pepin,  Dr.  Stuart  D.  Sears, 
Mr.  Lawrence  R.  Stack,  Mr.  David 

M.  Sundman,  Mr.  Edward  J.  Waddell, 
Jr.  The  Board  also  named  Mr.  Chester 
A.  Krause  as  an  Honorary  Fellow  of 
the  Society.  A full  list  of  the  ANS 
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Fellows  can  also  be  found  on  the 
ANS  website. 

Fundraising 

Dr.  Wartenberg  Kagan,  reported  on 
the  events  of  the  past  year,  thanked 
the  members  and  donors  for  their 
contributions,  and  congratulated  John 
Adams  for  his  successful  Library 
fund  raising  campaign.  She  spoke 
encouragingly  about  future  ANS 
fundraising  efforts. 

Gold  Medal  for  Partrick 

Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan  present- 
ed Donald  Partrick,  ANS  President, 
to  his  surprise,  with  a gold  medal  that 
bears  his  portrait  and  an  image  of  the 
new  ANS  building  on  the  obverse. 
The  unveiling  of  this  new  ANS  medal 
commemorates  the  move  to  new 
headquarters  in  downtown 
Manhattan.  Illustrated  on  the  reverse 
is  the  ANS’  move  as  a heroic  task  of 
the  ancient  hero  Hercules,  who  is 
straining  mightily  to  move  rows  of 
coins.  Eugene  Daub,  the  ANS  Saltus 
Medal  winner  in  1991,  designed  the 
medal.  Mr.  Daub  is  also  the  artist  of 
the  ANS  medal  commemorating  the 
centenary  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty  in 
1986.  A committee  of  ANS  Fellows 
and  members  commissioned  the 
medal  in  recognition  of  Mr.  Partrick ’s 
continued  service  to  the  Society.  Mr. 
Partrick,  president  of  the  ANS  since 
1999,  has  been  instrumental  in  the 
renovation  work  of  the  new  building 
and  has  helped  significantly  in  the 
relocation  of  the  ANS.  “We  are 
delighted  that  this  medal  acknowl- 
edges so  beautifully  Donald 
Partrick ’s  efforts.  The  ANS  has  had  a 
great  medallic  tradition  for  more  than 
a century,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
commission  more  pieces  of  art  from 
such  distinguished  sculptors  as 
Eugene  Daub,”  Dr.  Wartenberg 
Kagan  said.  The  medal  was  struck  by 
the  Medallic  Art  Company,  who  pro- 
duced only  a single  gold  example. 
Sets  of  silver  and  bronze  medals  will 
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be  given  to  major  donors  to  the 
ANS’s  capital  campaign.  A bronze 
version  of  the  new  medal  is  available 
in  a limited  edition  at  $200  ($175  to 
ANS  members). 

Treasurer's  Report 

Mr.  Kenneth  Edlow  was  introduced 
and  given  a round  of  applause  for  his 
dedicated  service  as  ANS  Treasurer 
for  the  past  five  years.  He  reported 
on  the  financial  situation  over  the 
past  year.  As  of  October  2004,  the 
investment  portfolio,  which  is  being 
run  by  Trustee  George  Wyper  of 
Wyper  Capital  Management,  was  up 
by  1.5%  for  the  quarter  compared  to 
a decline  of  1.9%  for  the  S&P  500 
and  3.4%  for  the  Dow.  For  the  first 
nine  months  of  2004  the  ANS  portfo- 
lio was  up  4.0%  versus  a decline  of 


3.5%  for  the  Dow  and  a positive 
return  of  1 .5%  for  the  S&P  500.  The 
ANS  portfolio  benefits  from  a mix- 
ture of  financial,  internet,  energy  and 
general  holdings.  Mr.  Edlow  reported 
that  ANS  expenditure  and  other  non- 
investment income  was  generally  in 
line  with  budget  expectations, 
although  the  ANS  move  had  generat- 
ed some  additional  expenditure. 

Mr.  Roger  Siboni  was  introduced  as 
the  incoming  ANS  Treasurer.  He 
spoke  about  his  plans  regarding  the 
financial  management  of  the  ANS 
finances.  Over  the  next  few  years, 
the  sale  of  the  old  ANS  headquarters 
at  Audubon  Terrace  and  an  aggres- 
sive fundraising  campaign  were  at 
the  heart  of  his  agenda.  At  the  same 
time  he  is  planning  to  simplify  the 
ANS  chart  of  accounts,  which  will 


help  staff  and  Trustees  control 
income  and  expenditure. 

Album  receives  Huntington 
Medal 

Dr.  Wartenberg  Kagan  presented 
Stephen  Album  with  the  2003  Archer 
M.  Huntington  Award  for  recognition 
of  his  outstanding  achievement  in 
numismatic  scholarship.  Mr.  Album, 
the  most  distinguished  Islamic  schol- 
ar of  his  generation,  is  only  the  third 
Islamic  Scholar  to  have  received  this 
award  in  its  85-year  history.  Dr. 
Wartenberg  Kagan  read  out  the  cita- 
tion honoring  Mr.  Album  as  one  of 
the  foremost  scholars  in  the  academ- 
ic field  of  numismatics. 

Other  Items 

Dr.  Wartenberg  Kagan  then  intro- 
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duccd  Charles  Karukstis,  Chair  of  the 
Advisory  Committee,  who  spoke 
about  the  new  membership  to  the 
committee.  He  announced  that  a new 
column  will  be  introduced  in  the 
ANS  magazine  that  will  incorporate 
comments  and  suggestions  with  the 
committees  initiatives  on  behalf  of 
the  Society. 

ANS  Trustee,  Clifford  Mishler,  was 
then  called  to  the  podium  to  make  a 
special  presentation  on  behalf  of 
Krause  Publications.  The 

Numismatic  Ambassador  Award  was 
bestowed  upon  Robert  Wilson  Hoge, 
Curator  of  North  American  Coins  and 
Currency.  This  award,  sponsored  by 
Numismatic  News,  honors  Mr.  Hoge 
for  the  respect  he  has  earned  in  the 
field,  his  quest  for  knowledge  and  his 
willingness  to  disseminate  what  he 
knows  to  all  numismatic  enthusiasts. 


Francis  D.  Campbell,  Librarian, 
reported  on  Library’s  many  events 
over  the  past  year.  Archivist,  Joseph 
Ciccone  presented  the  goals  and 
efforts  to  organize  the  ANS  archives, 
and  the  curators,  Elena  Stolyrik, 
Peter  van  Alfen,  Michael  Bates  and 
Robert  Wilson  Hoge,  reported  on  the 
past  years  donations,  in  illustrated 
Power  Point  presentations. 

Alan  M.  Stahl 
Appointed  Curator  of 
Numismatics  at 
Princeton 

On  September  13,  2004,  Alan  M. 
Stahl  was  appointed  Curator  of 
Numismatics  of  the  Princeton 
University  Library.  Stahl  holds  a PhD 
in  history  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  From  1980  to  2000,  he 
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served  as  Curator  of  Medieval  Coins 
and  of  Medals  at  the  ANS,  with 
responsibility  for  two  collections 
containing  about  50,000  objects  in 
total.  In  addition  to  his  curatorial 
work,  Stahl  has  taught  ancient  and 
medieval  numismatics  and  has  been  a 
visiting  professor  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Notre  Dame  University, 
and  Rice  University.  His  research  and 
publications  have  focused  on  the  late 
antique  and  early  medieval  world.  He 
is  the  author  of  seven  books  and  more 
than  75  articles.  His  monograph 
Zecca:  The  Mint  of  Venice  in  the 
Middle  Ages  (Johns  Hopkins 
University  Press,  2000)  was  the 
recipient  of  American  Publishers' 
Professional/Scholarly  Award  in 
Economics  (2001).  His  current 
research  involves  a manuscript  note- 
book kept  by  Michael  of  Rhodes,  a 
Greek  seaman  of  the  early  15  th  cen- 
tury. 

The  Numismatic  Collection  of  the 
Princeton  University  Library  is  in  the 
Department  of  Rare  Books  and 
Special  Collections  in  Firestone 
Library.  The  collection  includes  near- 
ly 10,000  classical  Greek  and  Roman 
coins;  800  Byzantine  and  Western 
medieval  coins;  thousands  of  late 
antique  and  early  Islamic  coins  exca- 
vated at  Antioch-on-the-Orantes 
between  1932  and  1939;  2,000 
American  coins,  and  more  than  2,500 
pieces  of  Colonial,  Continental,  and 
Confederate  paper  money;  more  than 
2,000  medals,  including  the  recently 
donated  C.  C.  Vermeule  Collection, 
and  thousands  of  other  items.  Stahl's 
responsibilities  for  the  Princeton 
Numismatic  Collection  will  include 
acquisitions  and  donor  relations, 
description  and  data-base  cataloging, 
public  services,  outreach  to  Princeton 
faculty  and  students,  and  exhibitions. 
Stahl  succeeds  Brooks  E.  Levy,  who 
served  as  Curator  of  Numismatics 
from  1966  until  her  retirement  in 
June  2004. 
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Contributions,  July  1 - 
October  31f  2004. 
Grand  Total: 
$891,770.70 

Bronze  Circle  2004 

Total  $2400 

Dr.  Jon  P.  Amato 
Dr.  Ermanno  Arslann 
Ms.  Beth  Deisher 
Mr.  Brian  Lewis  Edlow 
Dr.  Donald  W.  Edlow 
Mrs.  Ellis  Edlow 
Mr.  Arthur  M.  Fitts.  Ill 
Mr.  Mike  Gasvoda 
Mrs.  Mamy  A.  Gilluly 
Mr.  Charles  Roy  Hoskins,  III 
Dr.  Navin  C.  Shah  , MD 
Ms.  Anna  T.  Yrezabal 

Electrum  Circle  2004 

Total  $1940 

Mr.  David  B.  Simpson 
Mr.  David  M.  Sundman 

2004  Mid  Year  Appeal 

Total  $49,265 

$25,000  and  over 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 

$10,000  and  over 

Mr.  Kenneth  L.  Edlow 

$1000  and  over 

Mr.  Richard  M.  Beleson 
Mr.  Sidney  W.  Harl 
Mr.  David  Hendin 
Mr.  Jonathan  P.  Rosen 
Mr.  Peter  K.  Tompa 
Mr.  George  U.  Wyper 

$500  and  over 
Mr.  Raymond  Huckles 
Mr.  Richard  Perricelli 
Mr.  Leon  S.  Rosenblum 
Mr.  Landon  Thomas 
Mr.  Len  Wechsler 


$100  and  over 

Anonymous 
Mr.  Joseph  S.  Bailes 
Dr.  Craig  D.  Blackstone 
Mr.  James  R.  Briggs 
Mr.  Brian  Lewis  Edlow 
Dr.  Donald  W.  Edlow 
Mrs.  Ellis  Edlow 
Mr.  T.  R.  Fehrenbach 
Mr.  Seymour  Finkelstein 
Mr.  Warren  K.  Fischer 
Mr.  John  Goodfellow 
Mr.  Jerome  Haggerty 
Mr.  Eric  Michael  Hildebrant 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Kandel 
Mr.  Muharrem  H.  Kayhan 
Mr.  James  LaSarre 
Mr.  Richard  Margolis 
Mr.  Ubai  Nooruddin 
Mr.  David  R.  Sear 
Mr.  Thomas  V.  Shockley,  III 
Mr.  Edgar  Z.  Steever 
Mr.  Frederic  G.  Withington 
Mr.  Vicken  Yegparian 
Mr.  Albert  J.  Zaloom 

Up  to  $100 

Prof.  Jere  Bacharach 
Mr.  Mark  Baribault 
Dr.  William  L.  Bischoff 
Mr.  Robert  H.  Blank 
Ms.  Virginia  L.  Bourke 
Dr.  Andrew  M.  Burnett 
Mr.  Robert  P.  Campbell 
Mr.  John  M.  Dimbauer 
Mr.  John  Herbert  Fisher 
Mr.  Robert  Henry  Gills 
Mr.  Joseph  Giordano 
Mr.  Kenneth  Goldman 
Mr.  Jay  Henn 
Mr.  Robert  W.  Julian 
Dr.  Robert  Kilmarx 
Mr.  Daniel  J.  McKenna 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Menard,  Jr. 

Mr.  William  Nogosek 

Mr.  James  C.  Risk 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Sebring 

Mr.  John  F.  Sullivan 

The  Wachtung  Hills  Coin  Club 

Mr.  Mel  Wacks 


Bass  Library  Fund 

Total  $500 

Mr.  William  A.  Burd 

CNL  Special  Appeal 

Total  $350 

$100  and  over 

Anonymous 

Mr.  John  West  Dannreuther 

Up  to  $100 

Mr.  James  LaSarre 

General  Fund 

Total  $363,601 

$100,000  and  over 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 

$10,000  and  over 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Houghton,  111 
Prof.  James  H.  Schwartz 
Mr.  Roger  Siboni 

$5000  and  over 

Mr.  Clifford  L.  Mishler 
Mr.  Emilio  M.  Ortiz 

$1000  and  over 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 
Prof.  James  H.  Schwartz 

$500  and  over 

Nathalie  and  Samuel  Stein 
Foundation,  Inc. 

Mr.  David  B.  Simpson 
Mr.  Peter  K.  Tompa 

$100  and  over 

Mr.  Charles  Hale 
Mr.  Jon  Brooks  Sellin 

Up  to  $100 

Mr.  Warren  E.  Anderson 

Mr.  Fernando  Baptista  Gumucio 

Dr.  Robert  J.  Kaufmann,  Jr. 

Mr.  John  A.  Scheiner 
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New  Century  Fund 

Total  $120,000 

$100,000  and  over 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 

$20,000  and  over 

Mr.  Emilio  M.  Ortiz 

US  Chair  Fund 

Total  $200 

Broadway  Caprice  Corporation 

The  Francis  D. 
Campbell  Library 
Chair 

Total  $353,514.70 

$100,000  and  over 

Mr.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 


Huntington  Free 
Library 

$50,000  and  over 

Mr.  John  W.  Adams 
$10,000  and  over 
Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 
$5000  and  over 
Mr.  Walter  Husak 
$1000  and  over 
Mr.  John  W.  Adams 
Mr.  Mark  Baratz 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Davis 
Mr.  Daniel  J.  Freidus 
Mr.  Daniel  W.  Holmes,  Jr. 

Mr.  George  F.  Kolbe 

Mr.  Dwight  Manley 

Mr.  Michael  E.  Niebruegge 

Mr.  Nicolo  Pirera 

Mr.  Roger  Siboni 

Mr.  Anthony  J.  Terranova 

Dr.  Amold-Peter  C.  Weiss,  MD 


$500  and  over 

Mr.  Gerard  Anaszewicz 
Mr.  David  D.  Gladfelter 
Mr.  Lyndall  J.  Huggler 
Mr.  Harrington  E.  Manville 
Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz 
Mr.  Daniel  Roberts 
Mr.  David  B.  Simpson 
Mr.  Barry  D.  Tayman 

$100  and  over 

Mr.  John  M.  Dirnbauer 
Mr.  David  D.  Gladfelter 
Mr.  Stephen  J.  Huber 
Mr.  Joseph  R.  Lasser 
Mr.  Arthur  Richter 
Mr.  Richard  B.  Witschonke 
Mr.  Bernard  Woytek 

Up  to  $100 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Lasser 
Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 


ILLEGAL  TENDER 

GOLD,  GREED,  and  the  MYSTERY 

of  the 

LOST  1933  DOUBLE  EAGLE 

by 

David  Tripp 


To  order  this  book,  please  contact  Joanne  Isaac  at 
(212)  571-4470  ext.  1306  or  isaac@numismatics.org, 

or 

The  David  Brown  Book  Company 
at  1-800-791-9354 

or  online  at  http://www.oxbowbooks.com 
$26  per  book  + shipping 
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The  ANS  Move  as  a Herculean  Labor 

BY  UTE  WARTENBERG  KAGAN 


In  early  2004  when  the  move  of  the  ANS  was  imminent,  a small  committee  of  ANS 
members  was  formed  to  pommission  a medal  to  commemorate  the  move  to 
downtown  Manhattan.  From  the  outset  it  was  clear  that  the  committee  mem- 
bers wanted  a medal  that  would  both  honor  ANS  President  Donald  Partrick 
and  somehow  depict  the  achievement  of  moving  the  enormous  collec- 
tions of  the  ANS.  The  committee  members,  which  included  ANS  Fellows 
Scott  Miller,  Tony  Terranova,  Jonathan  Kagan,  Roger  Siboni,  Stephen 
Scher  and  ANS  member  Donald  Scarinci,  as  well  as  Executive  Director 

Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan,  settled  on 
renowned  sculptor  Eugene  Daub  as  the 
artist  for  the  piece.  The  required  elements 
for  the  medal  were  an  image  of  Donald 
Partrick,  the  new  ANS  building  and  the  ANS 
logo.  All  other  aspects  were  left  to  the  artist. 

\ Within  a few  weeks  the  committee  received  a set  of 
drawing  from  the  artist,  which  met  with  general 
approval  from  the  committee.  A few  items  were 
added,  such  as  an  oak  tree  shilling,  Donald 
Partrick’s  signature  and  some  Latin  inscrip- 
tions. The  result  was  a medal  that  shows 
on  the  obverse  an  image  of  Donald 
Partrick,  his  signature  at  the  truncation  of 
the  neck,  an  oak  tree  shilling  and  a view 
of  the  new  building,  with  the  inscription  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCI- 
ETY. On  the  reverse,  an  older  Hercules  is  seen  rolling  a round  disc  with  the 
ANS  seal,  a representation  of  the  ANS  move  as  one  of  Hercules’  labors. 

DOMUS  NOVA,  “new  home,”  and  the  inscription  PERSEVERANTIA  ET  DEDI- 
CATIO. 

Eugene  Daub,  who  won  the  prestigious  Saltus  Award  for  distinguished  achievement  in 
the  field  of  the  art  of  the  medal  in  1 991 , is  one  America’s  most  successful  sculptors.  Recent  commissions  include 
a large-scale  sculpture  commemorating  the  Lewis  and  Clark  passage  in  Kansas  City,  MO,  and  a medal  of  the  two 
explorers  issued  by  the  Montana  Historical  Society.  Mr.  Daub  was  the  artist  of  an  ANS  medal  issued  in  1986  to 
commemorate  the  centenary  of  the  statue  of  Liberty.  He  is  the  first  artist  since  Daniel  Chester  French  in  1919  to 
have  sculpted  more  than  one  medal  for  the  ANS.  The  only  other  artists  to  do  several  commissions  for  the  ANS 
were  Lea  Ahlborn,  V.  D.  Brenner,  J.  E.  Roine,  and  Emil  Fuchs. 

During  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  ANS  on  October  23,  Executive  Director  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan  presented  ANS 
President  Donald  G.  Partrick  with  a gold  version  of  this  medal.  In  her  address  she  thanked  Mr.  Partrick  for  his 
service  and  generous  contribution  towards  the  move  of  the  ANS.  The  medal,  which  was  funded  by  generous 
donations  from  several  donors,  was  issued  in  a limited  edition  of  50  silver  medals  and  250  bronze  medals.  Major 
donors  to  the  ANS  Capital  Campaign  will  be  given  a set  of  a silver  and  a bronze  medal.  ANS  members  and  the 
public  will  be  able  to  purchase  the  bronze  version  at  $200  (member’s  price  $175).  All  medals  are  issued  as  a 
numbered  edition.  ft'TT'J 
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This  is  the  third  and  final  install- 
ment of  a series  of  articles  explor- 
ing the  relationship  between 
numismatics,  especially 
medallic  art,  and  public 
sculpture  and  architec- 
ture in  Manhattan.  The 
first  two  installments 
focused  on  the  Beaux- 
Arts  period  ( roughly 
1880-1920)  in  the  City; 
this  installment  consid- 
ers the  1920s  and 
1930s. 

In  the  early  1920s,  as 
Europe  and  the  United  States 
began  to  recover  from  the  devasta- 
tion and  horrors  of  the  First  World 
War,  many  pre-war  inventions,  like 
the  automobile,  airplane,  telephone, 
and  electric  light  rapidly  became 
more  pervasive  and  common.  The 
Machine  Age  was  coming  to  life. 
Every  year,  if  not  every  month,  new 
inventions  and  devices  caught  the 
public’s  attention:  the  first  radio 
station  in  the  US,  KDKA  of 
Pittsburgh,  went  on  the  air  in 
1920;  five  years  later  there  were 
517  stations  across  the  country 
fueling  a new  form  of  mass  com- 
munication and  entertainment.  The 
motion  picture  industry  jolted  to  life 
and  expanded  just  as  quickly,  as  did 
countless  other  industries  producing 
and  using  machines  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes.  “Industry”  and  “progress”  were 
the  axioms  of  the  day,  made  manifest 
in  the  push  to  create  a clearly  defined 
border  between  the  days  of  old  and 
the  mechanized  modem  age. 

Elements  of  the  art  world  at  this 
time  too  were  struggling  to  free 
themselves  from  lingering  Victorian 
trends  and  styles.  Before  the  War, 
European  modernist  artists  and  sculp- 
tors, particularly  the  cubists,  con- 
structivists, and  futurists,  had  broken 
with  nineteenth-century  romanticism 
and  naturalism,  embracing  abstrac- 
tion and  the  use  of  angular,  faceted 
planes  in  their  work;  Cezanne  had 
already  formulated  the  credo  of  mod- 
em art,  that  all  form  could  be  reduced 
to  the  cone,  the  cylinder,  and  the 
cube.  After  the  War,  these  vanguard 


showcased  a style  of  (mostly)  applied 
art  that  later  came  to  be  known  as 
“Art  Deco,”  a sumptuous  style  that 
made  great  use  of  simplified,  geomet- 
ric design,  and  exotic  materials.  But 
by  the  early  1930s,  Paris  was  begin- 
ning to  lose  its  spot  at  the  forefront  of 
art  and  design.  The  deteriorating 
political  and  economic  situation  in 
Europe  drove  many  talented  artists  to 
the  US;  many  of  them  stayed  in  New 
York  City,  the  port  of  entry  for  most 
European  immigrants.  The  waves  of 
new  artistic  talent,  as  well  as  the 
industrial  and  cultural  might  of  the 
US,  insured  an  inevitable,  if  not  curi- 
ous, collision  between  the  worlds  of 
art  and  the  machine,  with  New  York 
City  at  the  center  of  it  all. 

Art,  Architecture  and  the 
Machine 

The  end  of  the  1920s  and  beginning 
of  the  1930s  saw  a rush  of  new 
building  activity  in  the  City  and  a 
wide-open  competition  between 
architects  and  their  sponsors  to 
build  the  tallest  buildings  with  the 
most  lavish  decoration.  These 
new  skyscrapers,  which  to  this 
day  define  the  essence  of 
Manhattan,  were  symbols  of  the 
age,  presented  as  pared-down  archi- 
tectural machines.  The  Machine  Age 
was  now  fully  engaged:  only  a few 
years  after  the  completion  of  the 
Chrysler  Building  (1930)  and  Empire 
State  Building  (1931),  the  Museum 
of  Modem  Art  took  a brave  step  for- 
ward presenting  in  the  spring  of  1 934 
its  Machine  Art  exhibit,  featuring  the 
art  of  machine  parts  like  ball  bear- 
ings. propellers,  and  springs.  It  was  at 
this  time  too  that  the  concept  of  the 
industrial  designer  was  bom,  with  its 
newly  christened  stars  Raymond 
Loewy  and  Norman  Bel  Geddes 
insisting  that  all  things  needed  to  be 
redesigned;  Sheldon  and  Martha 
Cheney  reiterated  this  streamlining 
dictum  in  their  book.  Art  and  the 
Machine  (1936),  a seminal  panegyric 
on  industrial  design  and  its  practi- 
tioners. 

Like  other  art  forms,  medallic  art 
was  also  undergoing  a transformation 
during  the  interwar  period.  In  France 


General  Motors  25th  Anniversary 
Medal  designed  by  Norman  Bel 
Geddes  ana  sculpted  by  Rene 
Chambellan,  silvered  AE  (ANS 
0000.999.45727),  77  mm. 

artists,  many  of  whom  were  based  in 
Paris,  further  refined  these  themes 
and  continued  to  redefine  “modem" 
art  as  well  as  its  techniques,  media, 
and  theoretical  purposes.  Indeed, 
through  the  1920s,  Paris  retained  its 
pre-war  role  as  the  leader  of  fine  arts, 
attracting  and  training  artists  from  all 
over  Europe  and  the  US.  Paris  also 
claimed  leadership  in  the  applied  arts 
as  well:  in  1925,  the  City  of  Lights 
hosted  the  famed  Exposition 
Internationale  des  Arts  Decoratifs 
Industriels  et  Modernes , which 
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and  Belgium  especially, 
medal  lie  artists  like  Pierre  ^ 
Turin,  Jean  Vernon,  and 
Henry  Dropsy  were 
adopting  the  themes  and 
“Deco”-type  stylization 
found  in  the  other  arts. 
US-based  artists  did  not 
lag  tar  behind,  especially 
since  the  creation  of  the 
Society  of  Medallists 
(SOM)  in  1930  provided 
them  an  outlet  for  greater  artis- 
tic experimentation;  sponsored 
by  the  New  York  City-based 
Medallic  Art  Company 
(MACO),  the  SOM  commis- 


Sculpted  copy  of  the 
reverse  of  a fourth- 
century  BC  Athenian 
tetradrachm  in  the 
frieze  of  63  Wall 
Street. 


sioned  up  to  two  medals  per  : 

year  from  US-based  sculptors  that  : 
were  then  sold  to  subscribers.  One  : 


since  at  least  the  Roman 
period,  but  these  decora- 
tions well  into  the  twenti- 
eth century  were  almost 
invariably  made  of  stone 
or  terracotta.  And  while 
too  the  (mostly)  round 
field  of  the  medallions 
makes  a comparison  with 
numismatic  art  pre- 
dictable, rarely  before 
had  there  been  as  much 
correspondence  between 
numismatic  art  and 
architectural  medallions 
as  there  was  in  the  City 
in  the  late  1920s  and 
early  1930s.  On  occa- 
sion, of  course,  enlarged  copies  of 
actual  coins  were  cut  into  stone  and 


coins  (fifth-  and  fourth-century  BC 
Athenian,  Syracusan,  and  Punic 
obverses  or  reverses)  to  decorate  the 
frieze  of  63  Wall  Street  (completed 

1929) .  Cross  & Cross,  the  architects 
of  20  Exchange  Place  (The  City  Bank 
Farmers  Trust  Building;  completed 
1931)  also  used  ancient  coin  designs 
in  stone  on  the  exterior,  but  supple- 
mented these  with  contemporary  (ca. 

1930)  US  and  foreign  types  in  an  arch 
around  the  entrance.  Coins  as  decora- 
tions on  buildings  in  the  heart  of  the 
Financial  District  (as  well  as  on  a 
numismatic  museum)  makes  certain 
sense,  although  the  semiotics  of  the 
message,  particularly  in  regard  to  the 
little  known  ancient  designs,  might 
have  been  lost  on  many  passers-by.  A 
closer  connection  between  architec- 


Duralumin  medallions  Heating  and  Electricity  by  Oscar  Bach  in  the  lobby  of  the  Empire  State  Building. 


cannot  say  for  certain  if  the  medallic 
art  of  these  European  and  US  artists 
was  known  to  the  architects  and 
artists  creating  New  York  City’s  new 
skyline,  but  there  are  nevertheless 
lines  that  can  be  traced  between  some 
of  the  decoration  on  the  new  build- 
ings and  numismatic  art,  including 
contemporary  medals. 

Architectural  Medallions 

Medallions  (or  roundels)  had  been  a 
feature  of  architectural  decoration 


placed  as  decorations  on  build- 
ings; for  example,  the  old  ANS 
building  had  a stone  copy  of 
the  reverse  of  a late  fifth-cen- 
tury BC  Syracusan 
tetradrachm  above  the 
entrance  to  the  addition  (com- 
pleted 1930).  But  on  two 
buildings  in  Lower  Manhattan 
the  use  of  coin  design  as  build- 
ing decoration  was  taken  to  a 
pleasant  extreme.  Delano  & Aldrich 
used  a repeating  series  of  ancient 


tural  decora- 
tions and  con- 
temporary 
medallic  art, 
but  one  with- 
out monetary 
undertones, 
can  also  be 
found  in  the 
work  of 
Oscar  Bach. 
Already  an  accomplished  metallur- 
gist and  designer,  German-born  Bach 


Duralumin  medallion  by  Oscar 
Bach  in  the  frieze  of  the  Health 
Building,  1 25  Worth  Street. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


20 


HAT  /HALL 


Light  by  Lee  Lawrie,  companion 
piece  to  Genius. 


emigrated  to  New  York  in  1913.  Over 
the  next  forty  years  of  his  career, 
Bach  was  to  design  and  construct 
interior  and  exterior  decorations  for 
many  famed  buildings  in  the  City, 
including  the  Chrysler  Building, 
Empire  State  Building,  and  the 
Health  Building.  For  the  latter  two, 


HH 


ms 


:■■■  ■ 


alloy),  finished  in  a 
light  bronze  color, 
depicting  the  mechani-  ~ 
cal  trades  and  industries 
of  building  construction 
and  systems,  for  exam- 
pie,  elevators,  electrici- 
ty, machines,  and 
plumbing.  For  the 
Health  Building  (125 
Worth  Street;  Charles 
B.  Meyers,  arch.,  com- 
pleted 1935),  Bach  pro- 
d u c e d 
a series  of  octagonal 
medallions 
with  health  themes. 


again 


J|  duralumin. 


set 


in 

into 


the  exterior  frieze  of 


the  building. 

Rockefeller 
Center 

Although  Bach’s  tal- 
ents as  a sculptor  in 
metal  and  his  body  of 
work  were  prodigious, 
he  never  turned  to 
medallic  art  per  se, 
unlike  many  sculptors  based  and 
working  in  the  City  in  the  early  part 


Genius  by  Lee  Lawrie  over  the 
entrance  to  the  RCA  (GE)  Building. 


SOM  issue  no.  5,  1 932,  by  Lee 
Lawrie,  silvered  AE  (ANS  1988.124.5, 
gift  of  Stack's),  71  mm. 

Bach  created  medallions  that  bear  an 
uncanny  resemblance  to  contempo- 
rary medallic  art,  not  only  in  terms  of 
the  design,  but  also  the  material: 
metal,  rather  than  stone.  In  the  lobby 
of  the  Empire  State  Building  (350 
Fifth  Ave;  Shreve,  Lamb  & Harmon, 
arch.,  completed  1931)  Bach  created 
a series  of  medallions  in  duralumin 
(an  aluminum  copper  manganese 


of  the  twentieth  century,  who  tried 
their  hands  at  a range  of  sculptural 
output,  from  medals  to  monumental 
statues  in  stone  or  bronze.  A large 
concentration  of  such  artists  was 


organized  to  decorate  a single,  mas- 
sive building  project,  and  one  that 
came  to  epitomize  the  Machine  Age: 
Rockefeller  Center.  A skyscraper  city 
within  the  City,  Rockefeller  Center 
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(1932-1940)  covers  almost  a dozen 
city  blocks  and  is  comprised  of  near- 
ly as  many  individual  buildings, 
including  Radio  City,  the  RCA  (now 
GE)  Building,  the  British  Empire 
Building,  La  Maison  Frangaise,  the 
International  Building,  and  the 
Associated  Press  Building.  As  the 
project  began  to  take  shape, 
Raymond  Hood,  the  primary  archi- 
tect, convinced  the  Rockefellers  to 
commission  the  “greatest  artists  of 
the  world"  to  decorate  the  buildings 
with  freestanding  and  bas-relief 
sculpture,  medallions,  and  murals.  To 
coordinate  the  artists.  Hood  hired 
University  of  Southern  California 
philosophy  professor  Hartley  Burr 
Alexander  to  suggest 
a theme  for  the  deco- 
rative program  and 
write  a corresponding 
essay.  Alexander’s 
theme,  “Homo 

Faber,”  was  ultimate- 
ly rejected;  the  cen- 
ter’s publicity  direc- 
tor, Merle  Crowe, 
decided  instead  upon, 

“New  Frontiers  and 
the  March  of 
Civilization.” 

Commissions  were 
sought  from  such 
luminaries  as  Picasso 
and  Matisse,  who 
both  declined;  in  the 
end  lesser  known,  but  * 
still  highly  respected 
artists  like  Rene 
Chambellan,  C.  Paul 
Jennewein,  Lee 
Lawrie,  Paul 

Manship,  and  Attilio 
Piccirilli  created  the 
Center’s  decor. 

All  of  these  artists 
were  accomplished 

sculptors,  many  of  Companion  piece 
whom  had  developed 
personal  styles  within  the  modernist 
vein  which  well  suited  the  conception 
of  Rockefeller  Center.  Most  of  these 
artists,  too,  were  highly  regarded  for 
their  work  in  the  smaller  medium  of 
medallic  art.  Chambellan,  Jennewein, 
Lawrie,  and  Manship,  for  example. 


to  Prometheus  by  Paul  Manship. 

were  prolific,  award-winning  medal 
lists;  Chambellan  produced  the  31s 
SOM  issue  in  1945;  Jennewein  pro 
duced  the  7th  SOM  issue  in  1933  anc 
won  the  ANS  Saltus  award  in  1949 
Lawrie  produced  the  5th  SOM  issut 
in  1932  and  won  the  Saltus  award  ir 


o 

Prometheus  by  Paul  Manship. 


SOM  issue  no.  2,  1 930,  by  Paul 
Manship,  silvered  AE  (ANS 
1988.124.2,  gift  of  Stack's),  71  mm. 
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Joy  of  Life  by  Attilio  Piccirilli. 

1937;  Manship  won  the  Saltus  award 
in  1925  and  produced  the  2nd  SOM 
issue  in  1930.  Only  Attilio  Piccirilli, 
of  the  famed  Piccirilli  family  of  mar- 
ble cutters  and  sculptors,  had  the  least 
to  do  with  medallic  art.  In  1917  the 
ANS  commissioned  him  to  produce  a 
single  medal  commemorating  the 
completion  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Church,  his  only  foray  into  medallic 
art. 

Despite  their  collective  successes  in 
the  realm  of  medallic  art,  few  of  these 
artists  found  high  praise  for  their 
commissions  for  Rockefeller  Center. 
Although  Manship’s  monumental, 
golden  Prometheus  located  in  the 
sunken  garden  (ice  skating  rink)  is 
now  among  the  more  famous  of  his 
works,  critics  mocked  the  statue  at  its 
unveiling  in  1934,  nicknaming  it 
“Leaping  Looie.”  Still  more  unfavor- 
able reviews  were  cast  against 
Lawrie’s  massive  Atlas  (1936,  with 


ANS  commemora- 
tion medal  for  St. 
Bartholomew's 
Church  by  Attilio 
Piccirilli,  AE  (ANS 
0000.999.4412),  38 
mm. 


Chambellan  assisting).  Critics 
and  the  public  found  the  statue’s 
angular  style  and  composition  too 
jarring,  too  much  like  the  totalitarian 
art  that  was  then  being  produced  in 
Nazi  Germany  and  Fascist  Italy;  in 
fact,  the  statue  was  picketed  because 
Atlas  reminded  viewers  of  the  Italian 
dictator  Benito  Mussolini.  Lawrie’s 
group  over  the  entrance  to  the  RCA 
building,  with  the  awkwardly  titled 


Genius,  which  interprets  to  the 
human  race  the  laws  and  cycles  of  the 
cosmic  forces  of  the  universe  making 
cycles  of  lights  and  sounds  (1933)  at 
the  center,  was  somewhat  more  suc- 
cessful with  the  public,  although 
John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.,  found 
the  allusion  to  William  Blake’s 
famed  painting  God  as  an 
Architect  unsettling  since  he 
thought  critics  might  interpret  the 
god-figure  as  Rockefeller  himself. 
Piccirilli  broke  personal  stylistic 
and  thematic  ground  for  his  contribu- 
tion to  Rockefeller  Center,  a poly- 
chromed  limestone  panel,  Joy  of  Life 
(1937),  situated  above  the  entrance  at 
15  W 48th  Street.  This  panel  and 
Jennewein’s  Industries  and  cartouche 
adorning  the  doors  to  the  British 
Empire  Building  were  more  innocu- 
ous in  their  message  and  style  than 
Manship  and  Lawrie’s  work, 
although  still  very  striking  in  their 
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concept  and  use  ot  color.  Least  prob- 
lematic were  Chambellan’s  six  tritons 
and  nereids  in  the  “Channel  Gardens” 
(located  between  the  British  Empire 
Building  and  La  Maison  Fran9aise), 
and  his  heraldic  animals  engraved  in 
the  facade  atop  the  British  Empire 
Building. 

Part  of  the  problem  with  the  recep- 
tion of  these  works  no  doubt  lay  in 
America’s  deep-rooted  resistance  to 
artistic  modernism;  all  of  the  decor 
for  Rockefeller  Center,  like  the  archi- 
tecture, was  avant-guard.  Some  of  the 
artists,  like  Manship  and  Lawrie,  had 
idiosyncratic,  non-traditional  person- 
al styles,  which  while  fine  in  other 
venues,  like  medallic  art,  did  not 
work  well  in  this  commercial  context. 


his  earlier  decorative  work  on  the 
Chanin  Building  (1927)  shows. 

The  Machine  Age  came  to  an 
untimely  halt  when  the  first  bombs  of 
the  Second  World  War  began  to  fall. 
After  the  War  newer,  less  decorative 
approaches  to  architecture,  e.g..  the 


SOM  issue  no.  7,  1933,  by  C.  Paul 
Jennewein,  silvered  AE  (ANS 
1 988. 1 24.7,  gift  of  Stack's),  71  mm. 


Others,  like  Chambellan  and 
Piccirilli,  were  more  flexible  in  the 
stylistic  approach  to  their  work,  con- 
forming as  necessary  to  the  task  at 
hand.  Chambellan  especially  was  a 
master  of  numerous  styles,  as  a com- 
parison between  his  SOM  medal  and 
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International  Style, 
meant  there  would  be 
fewer  and  fewer  col- 
laborations between 
sculptors  and  archi- 
tects in  New  York 
City  as  there  had  been 
since  long  before 
1900.  The  City  also 
cut  back  on  the  “stat- 
ue mania”  of  the  later 
nineteenth  and  early 
twentieth  century,  erecting  fewer  and 
fewer  pieces  of  public  sculpture.  As  a 
result,  the  long-standing  ties  that 
bound  the  smaller  scale  of  numismat- 
ic art  to  the  monumental  scale  of  pub- 
lic art  and  architecture  in  the  City 
quickly  began  to  dissolve.  y.TYi-',l 

Further  Reading: 


Detail  of  lobby  decor  by  Rene 
Chambellan,  Chanin  Building,  1 22  E 
42nd  Street. 

between  the  Two  World  Wars 
(Rizzoli:  New  York). 

R.G.  Wilson,  et  al.,  1986,  The 
Machine  Age  in  America:  1918-1941 
(Brooklyn  Museum  of  Art:  New 
York). 


SOM  issue  no.  31 , 1 945,  by  Rene 
Chambellan,  silvered  AE  (ANS 
1988.124.29,  gift  of  Stack's),  71  mm. 


R.A.M.  Stern,  et  al.,  1987,  New  York 
1930:  Architecture  and  Urbanism 


A.  Duncan,  1988,  Art  Deco  (Thames 
and  Hudson:  London). 
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The  History  Of  The  ANS 

The  Eighth  Decade 


OLIVER  D.  HOOVE 
ON’S  HISTORY  OF 


ABRIDGED  BY 
ADELS 

In  the  last  installment  we  saw  the 
ANS  triumph  over  some  serious 
financial  difficulties  and  further 
expand  its  numismatic  and  library 
collections.  In  the  eighth  decade  of 
its  existence,  under  the  leadership  of 
President  Edward  T.  Newell,  the 
Society  weathered  the  difficult  times 
of  the  Great  Depression  and  contin- 
ued to  establish  itself  as  an  important 
institution. 

A New  Building 

Thanks  to  the  impressive  expansion 
of  the  Society’s  numismatic  and 
library  collections,  chronicled  in  the 
last  installment,  it  quickly  became 
clear  that  more  space  was  required 
than  what  was  available  in  the  origi- 
nal museum  building  at  Audobon 
Terrace.  To  help  alleviate  the  prob- 
lem, in  1923,  Archer  M.  Huntington 
deeded  to  the  ANS  the  land  behind 
the  Church  ot  Our  Lady  of  Esperanza 
that  bordered  on  the  Society’s  proper- 
ty. This  allowed  for  the  building  of  a 
large  vaulted  storage  space  below  the 
original  basement.  Unfortunately, 
because  the  vault  was  entirely  under- 
ground it  proved  unsuitable  as  a 
library  or  working  area  and  the  prob- 
lem of  space  continued  to  mount, 
largely  unabated.  Edward  T.  Newell 
announced  the  gravity  of  the  situation 
to  the  membership  in  his  Presidential 
Address  of  1925,  pointing  out  that  the 


Robert  Robertson,  Howland  Wood, 
Farran  Zerbe  and  Edward  T.  Newell  in 
front  of  the  new  addition  to  the  ANS 
(1935). 

library  had  burst  its  bonds  and  was 
forced  to  spread  into  the  museum 
entrance  and  store  many  volumes  in 
the  basement  in  order  to  leave  some 
small  working  space  for  the 
Librarian,  Howland  Wood,  and  his 
assistant  John  Reilly,  Jr.  Likewise, 
the  numismatic  holdings  had  expand- 
ed to  the  point  that  the  display  areas 
of  the  museum  had  to  be  cut  to  the 
barest  minimum.  It  was  a serious  sit- 
uation, but  the  financial  troubles  that 
the  Society  faced  in  the  mid  1920s 
made  it  impossible  to  find  an  imme- 
diate solution  to  the  problem. 

At  the  close  of  the  decade,  when  the 
financial  future  of  the  ANS  began  to 
brighten,  the  issue  of  space  was  revis- 
ited and  plans  were  made  to  raise 
funds  for  a new  addition  to  the  muse- 


R FROM  HOWARD 
THE  ANS 

urn  building.  In  1928,  Huntington, 
again  assisted  the  Society  in  its  con- 
struction needs  by  anonymously 
donating  the  money  necessary  to 
erect  a new  four  story  building  sixty 
feet  square  matching  the  style  of  the 
original  ANS  museum  and  the  other 
museums  on  Audobon  Terrace. 
When  attached  to  the  original  muse- 
um building  it  would  give  the  ANS  a 
fagade  of  100  feet.  The  building 
work,  carried  out  by  the  architectural 
firm  of  Robert  J.  Eidlitz,  took  up 
much  ot  the  following  year  and  was 
completed  in  time  for  the  Seventy- 
second  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  new  wing  on  January  11,  1930. 
The  Society  benefited,  not  only  from 
the  extra  space  provided  by  the  new 
building,  but  also  from  an  additional 
$12,000  that  remained  after  all  of  the 
expenses  were  paid.  This  money  was 
invested  and  became  the  basis  for  a 
Maintenance  Fund. 

Archaeological  Pursuits 

Although  the  Society  felt  the  finan- 
cial pinch  of  the  Great  Depression, 
unlike  some  other  American  institu- 
tions it  was  not  crushed  by  the  hard 
economic  times.  Still,  the  uncertain- 
ty of  the  future  dictated  prudence 
with  ANS  funds.  Luckily,  one  of  the 
major  undertakings  of  the  1930s — 
the  throwing  open  of  the  Society’s 
doors  to  archaeologists — cost  very 
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little  in  terms  of  money,  but  brought 
great  returns  in  prestige. 

Connections  were  forged  between 
the  ANS  and  several  important 
American  excavation  projects  in 
Greece  and  especially  the  Near  East. 
Coin  finds  from  the  Oriental  Institute 
of  Chicago  excavations  at  Megiddo 
and  Ali  Shar,  as  well  as  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  excava- 
tions at  Beth  Shean  and  Beth  Zur 
were  sent  to  the  ANS  for  examina- 
tion. Likewise,  the  Society  played  a 
role  in  the  preparation  and  study  of 
the  coin  finds  from  the  American 
School  in  Athens  excavation  at 
Corinth  and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  digs  at  Cypriot 
Lepethus  and  in  the  Troad.  However, 

THE  COINAGE  OF 
THE  EASTERN  SELEUCID  MINTS 

FROM  SELEUCUS  I TO  ANTIOCHUS  III 

BY 

EDWARD  T.  NEWELL 


NUMISMATIC  STUDIES 
No.  i 


THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
NEW  YORK 
1938 


Title  page  of  Numismatics  Studies  no. 

1 , Edward  T.  Newell's  Coinage  of  the 
Eastern  Seleucid  Mints. 

the  most  important  archaeological 
connection  of  this  period  was  proba- 
bly the  Society’s  involvement  with 
Yale  University’s  excavation  of  the 
important  Syrian  border  city  of  Dura- 
Europus.  Not  only  did  the  finds  and 
several  hoards  from  this  site  result  in 
several  important  publications,  but 
thanks  to  the  excavation  directors, 
Michael  Rostovtzeff  and  Alfred  R. 
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Bellinger,  the  ANS  received  an  elec- 
trolytic system  for  cleaning  coins. 
Although  this  equipment  was  primar- 
ily intended  for  the  Dura-Europus 
coins,  it  was  retained  by  the  Society 
even  after  the  work  on  this  material 
was  completed. 

These  various  involvements  made  a 
name  for  the  Society  as  a valuable 
friend  of  the  archaeologist  and  led  to 
a steady  stream  of  excavation  finds 
and  hoards  passing  through  its  doors 
for  careful  examination.  Never 
before  had  the  archaeological  com- 
munity made  such  constant  use  of  the 
resources  of  the  ANS. 

The  Oriental  and  Islamic 
Collection 

As  mentioned  in  the  last  install- 
ment, in  the  1920s  the  Society’s  col- 
lection of  Oriental  and  Islamic 
coinage  grew  immensely,  thereby 
making  it  one  of  the  world’s  great 
collections  of  this  material.  In  the 
1930s,  representative  coins  of  Iran 
from  the  first  caliphate  of  the  seventh 
century  AD  to  the  present  were  dis- 
played at  the  International  Exhibition 
of  Persian  Art  held  in  London  by  the 
Royal  Academy.  This  exhibit  was 
very  well  received  and  served  to 
increase  European  recognition  of  the 
ANS  as  an  important  institution. 

Thanks  to  the  increased  interest  in 
Islamic  and  Oriental  coinages  in 
1934  the  Society  began  to  produce  its 
first  books  on  the  subject  in  the 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs 
and  Numismatic  Studies  series.  This 
first  volume,  Howland  Wood’s  The 
Gampola  Larin  Hoard , was  followed 
in  rapid  succession  by  John  Walker’s 
The  Coinage  of  the  Second  Saffarid 
Dynasty  in  Sistan  (1936)  and  George 
C.  Miles’  The  Numismatic  History  of 
Rayy  (1938)  and  A Byzantine  Weight 
Validated  by  al-Walid  (1939). 
Indeed,  interest  in  the  material  was  so 
high  at  this  time  that  the  Society 
hired  George  C.  Miles  to  act  as  the 
first  and  only  Research  Assistant  in 
Mohammedan  Numismatics. 

Publications 

Although  the  funds  for  Numismatic 
Notes  and  Monographs  were  well 
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protected  from  the  ravages  of  the 
Depression,  there  were  concerns  to 
cut  down  on  the  number  of  books 
issued  per  year  in  order  to  save  on 
expenditures.  Considering  the  hard 
economic  times,  Archer  M. 
Huntington  also  gave  the  Society 
special  permission  to  dip  into  the 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs 
Fund  for  up  to  $2,500  if  it  ever  found 
itself  in  a deficit.  This  was  approxi- 
mately the  amount  that  the  ANS  had 
previously  drawn  from  the  Fund  for 
editorial  expenses  at  the  crest  of  its 
publication  wave.  In  1932  the 
General  Fund  of  the  Society  was 
reported  as  $1200  less  than  it  had 
been  in  1931  and  this  downward 
trend  continued  into  1934  when  it 
was  $3,000  less  than  in  1931.  In 
order  to  make  up  the  difference 
$2000  was  taken  out  of  the 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs 
Fund  at  this  time.  Luckily  the  crisis 
began  to  ease  in  the  following  year 
and  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  raid 
this  Fund  for  additional  resources. 

The  passing  of  the  crisis  left  the 
ANS  anxious  to  continue  its  exten- 
sive publications,  which  it  did  in 
1937  with  the  creation  of  Numismatic 
Studies,  a new  series  based  on  the 
large  format  that  had  formerly  been 
used  for  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics.  In  this  same  year 
Sydney  P.  Noe  also  produced  a 
revised  and  expanded  edition  of  his 
Bibliography  of  Greek  Coin  Hoards, 
taking  into  account  the  many  new 
discoveries  that  had  been  made  since 
the  first  edition  was  published  in 
1925. 

Personnel  Changes 

In  a further  attempt  to  curb  spend- 
ing, in  June  of  1932,  Sydney  P.  Noe 
was  appointed  to  the  extraordinary 
position  of  Director  of  the  ANS.  This 
made  him  the  general  manager  of  the 
building  and  gave  him  full  authority 
over  all  employees  in  order  to  insure 
the  greatest  efficiency  in  the 
Society’s  operations.  In  1938  the 
Council  abolished  the  Directorship 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not  proper- 
ly accounted  for  in  the  ANS 
Constitution.  No  doubt  Noe  was 
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pleased  to  have  this  weight  lifted 
from  his  shoulders,  for  at  the  same 
time  that  he  acted  as  Director  he  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  Librarian,  Editor, 
and  Secretary.  In  the  same  year  he 
also  wisely  gave  up  the  post  of 
Librarian  and  was  joined  by  an 
Associate  Editor,  Sawyer  McA. 
Mosser. 

Further  changes  were  occasioned 
by  the  deaths  of  Howland  Wood,  the 
Society’s  Curator,  and  Robert 
Robertson,  the  Assistant  Curator,  in 
1938.  The  loss  of  these  long  serving 
individuals  was  widely  mourned  not 


Sydney  P.  Noe,  c.  1 935. 


only  by  the  immediate  ANS  member- 
ship, but  also  by  sister  organizations, 
the  Antiquarian  and  Numismatic 
Society  of  Montreal,  the  Hispanic 
Society  of  America,  and  the  Royal 
Numismatic  Society.  In  the  year  of 
their  deaths  William  L.  Clark  became 
the  new  Assistant  Curator  and 
Raymond  E.  Main  was  assigned  to 
work  in  the  Library.  Earlier,  in  1931, 
Dorothy  Cox,  a well-known  archae- 
ologist, also  joined  the  coin  room 
staff. 

Educational  Programs 

In  1933  the  ANS  Council  began  to 
show  a special  interest  in  promoting 
the  science  of  numismatics  among 
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young  people.  To  this  end  the 
Society  approached  some  twenty 
local  schools  with  an  offer  to  present 
lectures  on  the  subject  of  numismat- 
ics. Although  seven  of  the  schools 
declined  and  five  failed  to  respond  to 
the  proposal,  the  positive  response  of 
the  remaining  eight  was  encouraging. 
Contacts  were  made  with  a variety  of 
schoolteachers  at  Groton,  Brooks 
School,  Philips  Exeter,  Philips 
Andover,  St.  Marks,  and  Wheaton 
College  leading  to  a lecture  program 
that  continued  into  the  Spring  of 
1935.  Unfortunately,  the  high  school 
lectures  were  discontinued  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  when  it  was  realized  that 
the  ANS  could  not  really  expect  to 
interest  young  people  without  doing 
more  to  help  them  make  their  own 
start  in  numismatics. 

Far  more  successful  than  this  brief 
foray  into  local  high  schools  was  the 
opening  up  of  the  museum  facilities 
for  the  training  and  research  work  of 
graduate  students.  In  1938,  Karl 
Lehman  of  New  York  University  and 
a group  of  his  students  began  a com- 
prehensive study  of  classical  archi- 
tecture as  depicted  on  the  Greek  and 
Roman  coins  in  the  ANS  collection. 
The  ultimate  goal  of  this  project  was 
to  create  a new  study  on  the  model  of 
Thomas  L.  Donaldson’s  Architecture i 
Numismatica  (1859).  At  the  time, 
Donaldson’s  book  was  a key  refer- 
ence for  archaeologists  attempting  to 
reconstruct  ruined  ancient  buildings, 
but  it  was  in  desperate  need  of  updat- 
ing. Although  this  ambitious  pro- 
gram was  never  completed,  it  did 
result  in  several  important  issues  of 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs , 
most  notably,  Donald  F.  Brown’s 
Temples  of  Rome  as  Coin  Types 
(1940)  and  Bluma  L.  Trell’s  The 
Temple  of  Artemis  at  Ephesos  (1945). 

The  Bimillennium  of  Augustus 

The  year  1938  marked  the  bimillen- 
nium of  the  birth  of  C.  Octavius,  the 
man  who  in  27  BC  became  the  first 
Roman  emperor  with  the  title  of 
Augustus.  This  occasion  was  marked 
by  celebrations  in  Italy  and  in  other  . 
countries  where  antiquarian  interest 
was  high.  In  the  United  States,  the 
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EXHIBITION  TO  COMMEMORATE 
THE  BI-MILLENNIUM  OF  AUGUSTUS 


APRIL  28  TO  JUNE  30,  1938 

MUSEUM  OF 

THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

Broadway  at  156th  Street 
New  York 


Exhibition  catalogue  commemorating 
the  bi-millennium  of  Augustus'  birth. 

American  Numismatic  Society  held  a 
special  exhibit  honoring  Augustus  on 
April  28.  The  display  was  a great 
success,  with  an  attendance  of  163 
people  on  the  first  day  and  positive 
reviews  in  the  New  York  Times  and 
the  Sun.  In  May  of  the  same  year,  the 
ANS  also  hosted  a lecture  by  Lily 
Ross  Taylor  of  Bryn  Mawr  on  the 
subject  of  “Caesar  Augustus,  Prince 
and  Emperor”  to  which  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Archaeological 
Institute  of  America  was  invited. 

Medals 

Although  the  great  period  of  the 
Society’s  medallic  production  was 
past,  in  1939  the  ANS  struck  a medal 
to  celebrate  the  sesquicentennial  of 
George  Washington’s  inauguration  as 
President  of  the  United  States.  The 
piece  was  designed  by  Albert  Stewart 
and  depicted  on  its  obverse 
Washington  as  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Continental  Army  and  on 
its  reverse  displayed  thirteen  stars 
with  the  inscription  TO  / COMMEM- 
ORATE / THE  INAUGURATION 
OF  GEORGE  / WASHINGTON  / 
FIRST  PRESIDENT  / OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  / APRIL  30th  / 
1789. 

The  American  Numismatic 
Museum? 

One  of  the  more  peculiar  events  of 
I E T Y 
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The  ANS  Washington  commemorative 
medal  designed  by  Stewart  Albert 
(ANS  1939.75.1)  63  mm. 


the  1930s  was  the  debate  over  a 
potential  change  of  name  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Museum.  Out 
of  concern  for  differentiation  from 
the  similarly  named  American 
Numismatic  Association,  in  1921 
E.T.  Newell  made  the  suggestion  that 
it  might  be  worth  changing  the  name 
of  the  Society,  but  this  was  not 
addressed  until  it  was  recalled  to  the 
Council  in  1937.  At  this  time  it  was 
pointed  out  that  not  only  would  the 
replacement  of  the  term  Society  with 
Museum  seem  to  better  avoid  confu- 
sion with  the  ANA,  but  that  it  might 
also  help  to  entice  members  and  sup- 
port from  non-numismatists.  At  the 
suggestion  of  Samuel  R.  Millbank  a 
committee  was  formed  to  investigate 
the  question  of  changing  the  name, 
but  no  further  action  was  ever  taken. 
Thus  the  ANS  has  remained  a Society 
to  the  present  day. 


Gifts  and  Acquisitions 

In  1931,  the  ANS  acquired  a plaque 
depicting  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
designed  by  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens.  Not  only  was  this  an 
important  piece  by  one  of  the  greatest 
American  sculptors  and  medallists  of 
the  late  nineteenth  century,  but  it  also 
came  with  an  interesting  story. 
According  to  an  account  given  by 
Saint-Gaudens,  in  an  attempt  to  get 
Stevenson  to  properly  pose  for  his 
portrait,  he  asked  the  author  to  write 
something  while  he  designed  the 
plaque.  What  Stevenson  wrote  was 
the  following  letter  to  Saint- 
Gaudens’  young  son: 

Dear  Homer 

Sain  t-  Gaudens,  — 

Your  father  has  brought  you  this  day 
to  see  me,  and  he  tells  me  that  it  is  his 
hope  that  you  may  remember  the 
occasion.  I am  going  to  do  what  I can 
to  carry  out  this  wish;  and  it  may 
amuse  you,  years  after,  to  see  this 
scrap  of  paper  and  to  read  what  I 
write.  I must  begin  by  testifying  that 
you  yourself  took  no  interest 
whatever  in  the  introduc- 
tions, and  in  the  most 
proper  spirit  displayed  a 
single-minded  ambi- 
tion to  get  back  to 
play,  and  this  I 
thought  an  excellent 
and  admirable  point 
in  your  character.  You 
were  also  (I  use  the 
past  tense,  with  a view 
to  the  time  when  you  shall 
read,  rather  than  to  that  when 


se/f-  plaque  by  Augustus  Saint  Gaudens, 
430  mm. 


I am  writing)  a very  pretty 
boy,  and  to  my  European  The  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  portrait 
views,  startlingly 
possessed. 

My  time  of  observation 
was  so  limited  that  you  will  pardon 
me  if  I can  say  no  more;  what  else  I 
marked,  what  restlessness  of  foot 
and  hand,  what  graceful  clumsiness, 
what  experimental  designs  upon  the 
furniture,  was  but  the  common  inher- 
itance of  human  youth.  But  you  may 
perhaps  like  to  know  that  the  lean 
flushed  man  in  bed,  who  interested 
you  so  little,  was  in  a state  of  mind 


extremely  mingled  and  unpleasant: 
harassed  with  work  which  he  thought 
he  was  not  doing  well,  troubled  with 
difficulties  to  which  you  in  time  will 
succeed,  and  yet  looking  forward  to 
no  less  a matter  than  a voyage  to  the 
South  Seas  and  the  visitation  of  sav- 
age and  desert  islands. 

Your  Father’s  Friend, 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson 

In  the  same  year  that  the  Society 
acquired  the  Stevenson  plaque,  the 
longtime  member  and  Councillor, 
Bauman  L.  Belden,  died.  At  the  sale 
of  his  effects  the  ANS  purchased  the 
remaining  copies  of  his  publications 
on  United  States  war  medals,  as  well 
as  other  items  that  had  been  part  of 
Belden’s  personal  numismatic 
library. 

The  year  1933  was  particularly 
notable  for  new  acquisitions.  In  this 
year,  Casey  Wood  donated  part  of  the 
famous  Gampola  hoard  of  494  larins 
and  53  other  Islamic  coins.  The  ANS 
also  benefited  from  a gift  of  488 
medals  bequeathed  by  George  F. 

Kunz.  His  role  in  the 
Society’s  early  pro- 
duction of  medals 
and  his  associa- 
tion with 

Tiffany  and 
Co.  had  placed 
him  in  a posi- 
tion to  acquire 
many  rare 
specimens.  The 
material  mainly 
included  United 
States  and  European 
medals,  including 
an  important  gold 
medal  commem- 
orating Andrew 
Jackson’s  victory 
at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans. 

Edward  T.  Newell  was  responsible 
for  one  of  the  more  unusual  medallic 
acquisitions  of  1933 — a medal  struck 
to  honor  an  unknown  attacker  of 
Senator  Huey  Long  (D-La)  in  the 
washroom  of  the  Sands  Point  Bath 
Club.  According  to  the  accounts  in 
the  newspapers,  the  Senator  was 
struck  in  the  eye  while  visiting  the 
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washroom,  after  which  novelist 
Owen  P.  White  jokingly  suggested 
that  Long's  assailant  should  be 
awarded  a gold  medal  for  what  he 
considered  to  be  a public  service.  As 
it  turned  out,  others  agreed  with  this 
sentiment  and  in  a short  time  $1,000 
was  raised  to  produce  the  medal. 
The  piece  was  designed  by  George 
DeZayas  and  depicted  a Kingfish 
struck  by  a fist  issuing  near  a wash- 
bowl and  a faucet.  The  inscription 
reads  PUBLICO  CONCILIO  PRO 
RE  IN  CAMERA  GESTA  (“By 


yjisuu&sii 


George  De  Zayaz'  satirical  medal  of 
Huey  E.  Long's  attack  (ANS 
1 933.83. 1 , gift  of  O.P.  White). 

Public  Acclaim  for  a Deed  Done  in 
Private”).  When  White  opined  that, 
“no  dignified  museum  would  be  friv- 
olous enough  to  accept  it”  in  their 
collection,  Newell  pointed  out  that 
the  ANS  was  “one  of  the  most  digni- 
fied museums  in  this  country”  and 
would  be  pleased  to  have  the  medal 
since  it  was  a public  expression  of  the 
American  people.  The  medal  was 
presented  in  a special  ceremony  on 
September  20  at  which  Newell 
remarked: 

“I  appreciate  the  honor  of  this 
medal  commemorating  the  act  of  this 
noble,  but  unknown  hero.  I feel  sure 
it  will  find  its  place  in  history  along 
with  the  medals  presented  at 
Marathon.  Some  day  it  may  hang 
side  by  side  with  the  medal  presented 
by  the  Emperor  Honorius  to  the  gen- 
eral who  defeated  Alaric  the  Goth, 
the  inscription  on  which  reads: 
‘Triumphator  barbarorum,’  which 
means  ‘the  conqueror  of  the  barbar- 
ians.”’ 

The  public  exhibit  of  this  satirical 
medal  at  the  ANS  attracted  over  500 
viewers  in  five  days.  It  turned  out  to 


be  so  popular  that  replicas 
were  issued  and  sold  by  the 
Medallic  Art  Company. 

Among  the  more  serious 
new  acquisitions  of  1933 
were  two  rare  Chinese  silver 
bars  of  the  Han  Dynasty  and  a 
small  inscribed  gold  bar, 
which  was  attributed  to  either 
the  Shang  or  early  Zhou 
Dynasty.  Fifty-six  coins  from 
the  H.A.  Schnakenberg 
Collection  and  the  complete 
F.  Munroe  Endicott 
Collection  were  also 
donated  to  the  ANS  in  this 
year.  These  collections 
consisted  mainly  of 
European  gold  and 
ancient  coins,  respective- 
ly. The  Endicott  material 
included  issues  of  Alexander  the 
Great  (some  from  the  Demanhur 
Hoard),  the  Ptolemies,  and 
Roman  Alexandria,  as  well  as 
500  denarii,  including  coins  from  the 
so-called  Catacombs  Hoard. 

When  Robert  J. 

Eidlitz  died  in  1933 
it  came  as  a blow 
to  the  Society 
and  President 
Newell  marked 


his  passing 
with  an  appro- 
priate tribute. 

In  Eidlitz’  will 
his  impressive 
collection  of  some 
5,000  medals,  primarily 
related  to  architectural 
subjects,  as  well  as 
his  personal 
library  were 
bequeathed  to 
the  ANS.  The 
Society  recog- 
nized this 
important  gift 
by  naming 
Robert  J.  Eidlitz 
and  his  surviving 
wife  as  Benefactors. 

In  1936, 

Richard  Hoe 
Lawrence, 

ANS  mem- 


Medal  commemorating  Andrew 
Jackson's  victory  at  New  Orleans 
(ANS  1 933.64.29,  gift  of  the  estate 
of  George  Kunz),  65  mm. 


Robert  James  Eidlitz. 

ber  since  1878  and  sometime  Curator 
and  Librarian  of  the  Society  in  the 
1880s,  also  died,  leaving  a collection 
of  591  Roman  coins  and  electrotypes 
to  the  ANS.  When  his  estate  was  set- 
tled, his  widow,  Jessie  C. 
Lawrence  donated  a further 
720  Roman  Imperial  and 
Republican  coins.  In  this 
same  year  Arthur  C. 
Wyman,  onetime 

Assistant  Curator  (1918- 
1921)  also  died. 

Following  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  will,  the 
Society  was  permitted  to 
cull  his  collection  for  any  coins 
that  it  lacked,  amounting  to  some 
eighty-five  pieces. 

The  great  donation  of  1937 
was  the  Herbert  Scoville 
bequest.  Scoville  had 

been  an  ardent  collector 
of  Italian  Renaissance 
coinage  and  upon  his 
death  gave  his  entire  col- 
lection to  the  ANS.  This 
included  some  611  gold, 
2,265  silver,  and  628  copper 
or  bronze  coins  mainly  from 
Duchy  of  Savoy  and  the 
Communes  of  Milan  and 
Florence.  Several  of  these 
beautiful  coins  are  currently 
on  display  in  the  Drachmas. 
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Doubloons  and  Dollars  exhibit  at  the 
New  York  Federal  Reserve  Bank. 

The  ANS  further  benefited  from  the 
gift  of  the  John  Reilly  Jr.  Collection 
of  Oriental  coins,  donated  by  his 
daughter,  Frances  Reilly  in  1938. 
The  collection  of  her  father,  who  had 
died  unexpectedly  in  1931,  consisted 
of  some  27,000  items,  mainly  of 
Chinese  origin  and  including  at  its 


core  the  important  collection  of  Neil 
Gordon  Munro.  The  donation  also 
involved  a select  library  on  Oriental 
numismatic  topics.  In  gratitude  for 
this  large  gift,  the  Council  named 
Frances  Reilly  as  a Benefactor  of  the 
Society. 

In  the  same  year  as  Reilly  gift,  the 
ANS  also  received  bequests  from 
General  DeWitt  Clinton  Falls  and 


George  H.  Clapp.  The  latter  consist- 
ed of  U.S.  large  cents  and  money  for 
the  purchase  of  the  E.R  Robinson 
Collection  as  well  as  $5,000  to  estab- 
lish a fund  for  the  purchase  of  large 
cents  as  they  appeared  on  the  market. 
These  gifts  and  acquisitions  made 
the  Society’s  collection  of  large 
cents  perhaps  the  best  in  the  United 
States.  EHHul 


Michael  Grant  1 9 1 4-2004 

BY  SEBASTIAN  HEATH 


Professor  Michael  Grant,  distinguished  author  of 
both  numismatic  scholarship  and  popular  histories  of 
the  ancient  world,  died  on  October  4th  in  London  at 
the  age  of  90.  Dr.  Grant  was  most  prominent  as  the 
author  of  more  than  50  books  that  aimed  to  make  the 
politics  and  society  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome 
accessible  to  the  interested  public. 

In  numismatics,  a field  he  pursued  most  actively  in 
the  middle  decades  of  the  last  century,  he  is  best 
known  as  the  author  of  From  Imperium  to  Auctoritas, 
published  in  1947.  This  work,  begun  during  his  years 
at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  broke  new  ground  in 
the  attribution  and  analysis  of  the  coins  issued 
throughout  the  Mediterranean  world  during  the  last 
years  of  the  Republic  and  the  early  period  of  Augutus’ 
reign  as  the  first  Roman  emperor.  Grant’s  effort  to 
integrate  numismatic  evidence  into  our  understanding 
of  Augustus’  constitutional  position  remains  an  impor- 
tant contribution  to  the  ongoing  debate  on  this  central 
problem  of  Roman  historiography.  In  1950,  two  mono- 
graphs appeared,  Aspects  of  the  Principate  of 
Tiberius,  published  as  number  116  in  the  Society’s 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs,  and  Roman 
Anniversary  Issues:  an  exploratory  study  of  numis- 
matic and  medallic  commemoration  of  anniversary 
years  49  BC  - AD  375.  The  first  of  these  further  pur- 
sued issues  raised  in  From  Imperium  to  Auctoritas, 
whereas  the  second  emphasized  the  role  of  anniver- 
sary celebrations  in  the  selection  of  Roman  coin 
types.  In  The  Six  Main  Aes  Coinages  of  Augustus: 
Controversial  Studies,  published  in  1953,  Dr.  Grant 
closely  studied  six  series  of  bronze  coinages  issued  at 
western  and  eastern  mints.  While  the  historical  theses 
put  forth  by  Dr.  Grant  have  been  critiqued  by  subse- 


quent generations  of  numismatic  scholars,  his  techni- 
cal contributions  are  still  relevant,  and  were  lauded  in 
one  instance  as  “unquestionably  brilliant,”  ( JRS  43 
[1953]).  In  addition  to  these  monographs,  Dr.  Grant 
published  numerous  numismatic  articles  that 
explored  his  interest  in  the  provincial  mints  of  the 
early  Roman  Empire.  With  the  publication  of  Roman 
Imperial  Money,  in  1954,  and  Roman  History  from 
Coins,  in  1958,  his  commitment  to  reaching  broader 
audiences  began  to  manifest  itself.  It  is  certainly  the 
case  that  breadth  of  vision  and  attention  to  mints  out- 
side of  Rome  are  hallmarks  of  Dr.  Grant’s  legacy,  and 
both  were  cited  in  1964  when  the  ANS  awarded  him 
its  forty-fourth  Archer  M.  Huntington  Medal. 

Michael  Grant  was  born  in  London  on  November 
21,  1914  to  a journalist  father  with  a military  back- 
ground and  a mother  of  Danish  ancestry.  After  grad- 
uation from  Harrow,  where  he  excelled  at  cricket,  he 
attended  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  was 
elected  fellow  in  1938.  Service  in  the  British  Army 
during  World  War  II  was  followed  by  academic 
appointments  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  until 
1959,  and  at  Queen’s  University  Belfast  until  1966. 
From  1956  to  1958,  he  also  served  as  first  vice-chan- 
cellor of  the  University  of  Khartoum.  In  1966,  Dr. 
Grant  moved  with  his  wife  to  Italy  where  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  numerous  works  of  accessible  histo- 
ry for  which  he  will  be  most  widely  remembered. 
Among  numerous  other  professional  responsibilities 
that  he  undertook,  Dr.  Grant  served  as  president  of 
the  Royal  Numismatic  Society  from  1953  to  1956. 
The  RNS  awarded  him  its  medal  for  distinguished 
service  to  numismatic  science  in  1962.  rEl 
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Young  Edward  Newell 


Although  much  has  been  written  about  the  numismatic 
career  of  Edward  T.  Newell,  little  has  been  known  of  his 
life  before  joining  the  ANS  Council.  Records  in  the 
archives  of  the  ANS,  Kenosha  County  Historical  Society 
and  Yale  University  paint  an  intriguing  portrait  of  the 
early  lite  ot  this  prominent  numismatist. 

Kenosha  Roots 

Edward  T.  Newell  was  bom  in  Kenosha,  Wisconsin  on 
January  15,  1886.  He  was  the  second  child  of  Frederick 
and  Frances  Newell,  their  first  child  being  a daughter, 
Marjorie  Moyca,  who  had  been  bom  in  1881.  Neither 
parent  would  live  to  see  their  son’s  success. 

Kenosha,  or  Southport  as  it  was  then  known,  was 
founded  in  1835  by  a group  of  settlers  from  New  York 
who  hoped  to  transform  the  site  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan  into  a major  port.  Chicago,  which  had 
been  incorporated  as  a town  just  two  years  earlier,  was 
still  “a  very  marshy,  muddy  little  town”  with  about  350 
residents  sixty  miles  to  the  south.  Milwaukee,  located 
just  forty  miles  to  the  north,  was  founded  the  same  year 
as  Kenosha.  By  the  time  of  Edward  Newell’s  birth, 
Kenosha’s  population  had  risen  to  almost  6,000,  and  the 
city  maintained  a port  and  railroad,  along  with  numerous 
industries,  including  the  Newell  family’s. 

The  Newells  first  arrived  in  Kenosha  in  1841,  when 
Edward’s  grandfather,  Theodore,  built  a lumber 
yard  there  in  which  to  sell  lumber  produced  by  a 
sawmill  he  owned  near  Detroit,  Michigan.  In  1846, 
Theodore  would 

the  Newells  plumber 

Undated  image  of 
Newell  in  Germany. 

Newell's  governess 

referred  to  him  as  ||S|r, 

General"  (Courtesy 


Edward  T.  Newell  (infant), 
with  his  mother  and  sister, 
undated  (Courtesy 
Kenosha  County  Historical 
Society). 


Newell  in 
sailor's 
uniform, 
undated 
(Courtesy 
Kenosha 
County 
Historical 
Society). 


1869.  After  his  death,  his 
widow  returned  to 
Kenosha  with  her  four 
sons,  one  of  whom  was 
Edward’s  father, 

Frederick. 

Records  in  the  Kenosha 
archives  indicate  that 
Frederick  had  a “delicate 
health”  which  forced  him 
to  cut  short  both  his  edu- 
cation and  his  career  in 
his  father’s  lumber  busi- 
ness. In  1878,  he  mar- 
ried Frances  Bain  and 
began  serving  as  an  offi- 
cer in  the  company 
owned  by  Frances’ 
father.  Frederick  would 
die  in  1902  while  only  in 
his  mid-fifties. 
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Bain  Wagon  Company  works, 
undated  (Courtesy  Kenosha 
County  Historical  Society). 


The  Newell  family  was  well-traveled,  at  least  partial- 
ly in  an  effort  to  bolster  Frederick’s  poor  health.  By  the 
1890s,  Frederick  was  able  to  boast  that  he  had  made 
“eight  trips  across  the  briny  deep  [i.e.,  the  Atlantic 
Ocean],  and  with  the  exception  of  Turkey  ...  [had]  vis- 
ited all  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  together  with  almost 
every  important  city  contained  therein,  besides  made 
[sic]  a trip  up  the  historic  Nile.”  Edward  would  later 
cite  both  Europe  and  Africa  as  places  where  he  lived 
before  attending  college.  These  travels  may  account 
for  some  of  Edward’s  early  interests.  “From  the  age  of 
eight  or  ten,”  Edward’s  widow,  Adra,  late  wrote,  “he 
[Edward]  began  to  be  interested  in,  and  knew  most  of 
the  battlefields  of  Europe,  AND  the  battles!  Odd,  was- 
n’t it?  His  governess  called  him  her  'kleiner  [little] 
General.’”  An  undated  photograph  also  exists  in  the 
Kenosha  archives  of  a young  Edward  Newell  in  sailor’s 
uniform,  with  the  tantalizing  inscription  on  the  back 
“Edward  started  his  coin  collection  in  N.  Africa  at  this 
stage  in  his  career.” 

Frances  (Bain)  Newell,  Edward’s  mother,  has  been 
described  as  having  “literary  tastes.”  She  participated  in 
a number  of  charities  including  the  YMCA.  Her  obitu- 
ary notes  that  she  also  was  strong  supporter  of  educator 
Booker  T.  Washington.  After  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs. 
Newell  moved  to  New  York  City,  where  she  spent  most 
of  her  time,  with  the  exception  of  summers,  which  she 
spent  at  the  family’s  estate  in  Bemardsville,  New  Jersey. 
When  she  died,  the  press  noted  that  Frances  was  “one  of 
the  wealthiest  women  in  Wisconsin,  her  private  fortune 
being  conservatively  estimated  at  several  million  dol- 
lars.” Frances  would  die  in  1907  during  Edward’s  senior 
year  in  college. 

"Best  Wagon  in  the  World" 

Frances  Newell’s  great  wealth  - the  fortune  which 
young  Edward  Newell  inherited  and  which  allowed  him 


Bain  Wagon  Company  logo,  1907. 

to  amass  his  vast  numismatic  collection  - came  from  the 
family  business:  the  Bain  Wagon  Company.  The  Bain 
Wagon  Company  was  founded  in  the  1850s  by  Ed  Bain, 
Frances’  father  and  Edward  Newell’s  maternal  grandfa- 


ther. By  the  early  tewntieth  century  it  had  grown  into  the 
world’s  largest  manufacturer  of  wagons. 

Ed  Bain  came  to  Kenosha  from  Albany,  New  York  and 
originally  ran  a hardware  store  in  town.  One  of  his 
clients  was  the  Mitchell  Wagon  Works,  to  whom  he 
extended  much  credit.  Too  much  for  the  owners  of  the 
wagon  works;  in  1852  - the  year  the  Newell’s  lumber- 
yard burned  - Ed  Bain  assumed  control  of  the  business 
because  of  their  inability  to  repay  the  loans. 

Ed  Bain  had  considerably  greater  success  with  his 
reconstituted  wagon  company  than  its  previous  owners 
had.  Now  known  as  the  Bain  Wagon  Company,  by  1868 
it  was  producing  2,500  wagons  annually,  10,000  wagons 
annually  by  1879.  Annual  sales  in  1879  were  $650,000 
- about  $11,920,000  in  2003  dollars. 

Many  of  these  wagons  were  sold  to  fuel  the  great  west- 
ward migration  that  was  occurring  in  the  United  States 
at  the  time.  Ed  Bain  was  able  to  capitalize  on  this  migra- 
tion because  the  company’s  location  in  Kenosha  near 
Lake  Michigan  and  the  Chicago  & North  Western 
Railroad  allowed  easy  access  to  shipping.  Bain  also 
shrewdly  established  one  of  the  nation’s  first  sales  agen- 
cies in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  a city  which  was  the  point 
of  departure  for  many  of  the  westward  travelers. 

By  the  time  of  Ed  Bain’s  death  in  1898,  the  family 
company  had  more  than  300  employees  and  was  manu- 
facturing roughly  15,000  wagons  annually.  Company 
facilities  encompassed  10  acres  along  the  Kenosha  har- 
bor. Domestically,  it  was  recognized  as  providing  a 
superior  product:  when  the  U.S.  government  sought  bids 
for  wagons  to  purchase,  it  required  that  all  products  be 
“equal  to  the  Bain”  in  quality.  The  company  also  had 
achieved  an  international  reputation,  with  wagons  being 
shipped  as  far  away  as  China  and  Japan.  By  the  end  of 
the  19th  century,  the  company  was  able  to  proclaim  jus- 
tifiably that  it  produced  “the  best  wagon  in  the  world.” 

Unfortunately,  although  the  company  had  produced  at 
least  12,000  wagons  annually  for  more  than  fifty  years, 
operations  entered  a sharp  decline  in  the  early  20th  cen- 
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tury,  in  part  due  to  the  increasing  use 
of  automobiles  and  trucks, 
pany’s  fortunes  briefly  revived  during 
World  War  I,  when  it  supplied  wag- 
ons to  the  American  and  French 
Armies;  however,  by  1921  it  pro- 
duced only  600  wagons  for  the  entire 
year.  As  a result  of  its  declining 
sales,  the  company  merged  with  the 
Pekin  Wagon  Company  in  1926  and 
relocated  its  operations  to  Illinois. 

The  Education  of  Edward 
Newell 

Before  attending  college,  Edward 
Newell  was  educated  mainly  by 
tutors,  although  he  did  attend 
Chicago’s  prestigious  Harvard 
School  for  Boys  briefly  in  late  1901. 

In  1902  - the  year  of  his  father’s 
death  - Newell  passed 
the  Yale  University 
entrance  examination.  At 
the  time,  applicants  were 
expected  to  have  an 
understanding  of  Greek 
and  Latin  grammar  and 
history,  math  (algebra 
and  geometry),  modern 
languages  (French  or 
German)  and  English. 

Newell  began  attending 
Yale  University  in  the  fall 
of  1903  as  a freshman  in 
Yale  College.  Newell’s 
classmates  included 
Sinclair  Lewis,  who  was 
more  commonly  known 
to  his  classmates  as 
“Red.”  In  1930,  Lewis 
would  become  the  first 
American  to  win  the 
Nobel  Prize  for 
Literature.  ) 

Portions  of  the  educa- 
tional record  of  Newell’s 
graduating  class  are 
unavailable.  However,  those  parts  which  are  accessible 
provide  an  interesting  glimpse  into  Newell’s  college 
education. 

Unsurprisingly,  Newell  was  an  excellent  student, 
achieving  either  honors  or  high  honors  in  his  freshman, 
junior  and  senior  years.  Incoming  freshmen,  like 
Newell,  who  sought  to  earn  a bachelor  of  arts  degree 
were  required  to  choose  from  courses  in  English 


(“Shakespeare  and  Victorian 
Literature”),  math,  Latin  (“Livy, 
Tactitus  and  Terence”),  Greek 
(either  “Homer,  Herodotus,  and 
Plato,’  "Lysias,  Plato,  Euripides, 
Lyrics,”  or  “Homer,  Plato,  and 
Euripides”),  French,  German,  chem- 
istry and  European  history  during 
their  freshman  and  sophomore 
years.  Coursework  in  economics, 
philosophy,  geography,  physics  and 
Biblical  literature  was  also  required 
in  their  sophomore  year. 

In  Newell’s  junior  year  - the  year 
after  he  became  a member  of  the 
ANS  - Newell  took  a few  introduc- 
tory courses  (e.g.,  psychology  and 
elementary  economics)  but  also  sev- 
eral courses  which  would  be  of 
greater  use  during  his  later  numis- 
matic studies.  These 
courses  included: 

History  - “Medieval 
Asia  and  the 
Mohammedan 
Conquest,”  which  was  a 
history  of  western  Asia 
from  Alexander  to  the 
fall  of  Constantinople. 

Latin  - “Hexameter 
Poetry,”  with  readings  in 
Ennius,  Lucretius,  the 
Georgies  of  Virgil,  and 
the  Epistles  of  Horace. 
This  was  considered  an 
advanced  course  for  stu- 
dents who  had  demon- 
strated two  years  of 
“superior  work”  in  previ- 
ous Latin  courses. 

Archaeology  - “Greek 
Art-II.  The  Lesser  Arts.” 
Students  in  this  course 
were  exposed  to  Greek 
painting,  ceramics,  terra- 
cottas, bronzes  and  other 
metal  work,  coins,  and 

gems. 

Art  - “Drawing  (pen  and  pencil),”  in  which  students 
were  taught  the  fundamental  principles  of  art  as  under- 
stood by  the  artist. 

An  Introductory  Anthropology  Course 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  how  much  Newell  socialized 
with  his  classmates.  For  his  first  two  years  at  Yale, 


The  com 


Newell,  ca.  1901,  at 
about  the  time  he  would 
have  attended  the  Harvard 
School  for  Boys  (Courtesy 
Kenosha  County  Historical 


Newell  with 
unidentified  dog, 
1901  (Courtesy 
Kenosha  County 
Historical  Society). 
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Newell  roomed  alone,  and  in 
his  senior  yearbook  he  listed 
only  one  social  activity  - 
membership  in  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  fraternity.  On  many 
weekends,  he  would  travel  to 
New  York  City,  where  he 
maintained  an  apartment  at 
247  Fifth  Avenue. 

In  the  class  of  1907  year 
book,  seniors  rated  their 
classmates  through  “student 
statistics.”  Students  were 
given  a list  of  attributes  and 
asked  to  note  which  applied 
to  each  of  their  classmates.  In 
many  ways,  it  was  similar  to 
the  way  that  high  school  stu- 
dents nowadays  vote  for 
“most  likely  to  succeed, 

’’“class  clown,”  etc. 

Attributes  students  could 
choose  from  in  1907  includ- 
ed “beauty,”  “versatile” 

“nerviest,”  "popular,”  “ath- 
lete” and  “handsomest.” 

Newell  received  only  three 
votes:  two  as  “scholarly”  and 
one  as  a “fusser.” 

Numismatic  Studies 

If  Newell  did  not  arrive  at  Yale  planning  to  be  a 
numismatist,  he  certainly  had  done  so  by  the  time  he 
graduated  in  1907. 

While  we  do  not  know  how  Newell  first  learned  about 
the  ANS  (Howard  Adelson,  in  The  American 
Numismatic  Society , 1858-1958,  speculates  that  it 
occurred  during  a 1904  membership  drive),  we  do  know 
that  in  January  of  1905,  while  Newell  was  still  a sopho- 
more, he  was  accepted  as  a member  of  the  Society. 

Newell  wasted  little  time  in  becoming  more  involved. 
Upon  learning  of  his  election  to  membership,  Newell 
wrote  to  the  ANS  Secretary,  Bauman  Belden,  in  late 
January  1905,  “[t]hanking  the  Society  many  times  for 
the  honor  they  have  done  me”  and  expressed  his  interest 
in  becoming  a life  member.  He  also  asked  “[i]f  it  were 
in  any  way  possible  for  me  to  meet  you,  I would  like  to 
do  so  very  much,  so  that  I could  find  out  a little  more 
about  the  membership  and  things  in  general.”  During 
the  next  five  months,  Newell  would  visit  the  ANS  almost 
twenty  times,  usually  weekly.  By  March  of  1905  he  had 
agreed  to  serve  as  assistant  to  William  Poillon,  the 
Society’s  curator.  (At  the  time,  the  ANS  maintained 
only  a single  curator  to  oversee  all  of  the  cabinets.) 

In  his  junior  year  at  Yale,  Newell  was  named  a fellow 


of  the  Royal  Numismatic 
Society.  Also  in  his  junior 
year,  he  published  his  first 
numismatic  article  - “A 
Survey  of  the  Coinage  of 
Alexander’s  Successors”  - 
which  appeared  in  the  May 
issue  of  Elder's  Monthly. 
During  Newell’s  senior  year, 
the  university’s  Library 
Committee  voted  to  appoint 
him  as  Curator  of  Coins  for 
the  library’s  numismatic  col- 
lection, which  he  assumed 
upon  graduation  in  the  spring 
of  1907 

By  the  fall  of  1907,  after 
graduating  from  Yale  and  his 
mother’s  death,  Newell  was 
writing  to  Bauman  Belden 
that  he  had  returned  to 
Kenosha  “out  here  in  the 
'Wooly  West’.”  As  he  later 
explained,  his  goal  was  to 
visit  “the  office  of  the  Bain 
Wagon  Works,  to  acquaint 
myself  with  the  workings  of 
this  institution.”  There  is  no 
other  evidence  that  Newell 
was  actually  interested  in  assuming  a significant  man- 
agement role  within  the  company,  and  by  January  1908, 
he  was  traveling  again,  this  time  “for  a visit  to  a land  that 
has  always  exercised  the  utmost  fascination  upon  me, 
and  is  ever  calling  for  a renewed  acquaintance  - Egypt.” 

Newell  spent  several  weeks  touring  Egypt  and  acquir- 
ing coins.  He  later  recounted  that: 

“[t]o  round  out  the  experience  [in  Egypt]  a party  of 
friends  and  myself  chartered  an  Arab  troupe,  consisting 
of  an  arch  scoundrel  by  the  name  of  Sadi  Omar;  his 
grand  vizier  and  brother-in-iniquity,  Mursi;  a cook; 
twelve  camel  boys  and  twenty  camels,  inclusive  of  sev- 
eral superlative  odors  and  various  entomological  popu- 
lations - and  so  spent  many  delirious  days  in  the  desert 
and  the  great  oasis  of  El-Fayum.” 

After  leaving  Egypt,  Newell  proceeded  to  Florence, 
Italy,  where  he  continued  to  collect  and  catalog  Greek 
and  Roman  coins.  Newell  would  continue  to  make 
annual  sojourns  to  Europe,  usually  in  the  summer,  until 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  1914. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  U.S.  in  the  summer  of  1908, 
Newell  briefly  visited  Kenosha  again,  before  returning 
to  Yale  in  September  to  begin  studies  in  “Archaeology 
and  Oriental  languages”  for  his  master  of  arts  degree.  At 
the  time,  Yale’s  gradate  program  only  required  one  year 
of  study,  so  Newell  received  his  MA  in  the  spring  of 


Newell  during  his  freshman  year  at  Yale,  1 903  (Courtesy 
Kenosha  County  Historical  Society). 
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1909. 

In  late  April  1909,  after  completing  his  studies, 
Newell  married  Adra  Nelson  Marshall,  the  daughter 
ot  a Jersey  City  official.  Newspapers  reported  that 
the  newlyweds  planned  to  spend  their  honeymoon 
vacationing  in  northern  Europe.  They  returned  to  the 
I S later  that  year,  to  settle  in  New  York  City,  a place 
that  Newell  felt  was  “most  favorable  to  pursuing  my 
studies  in  numismatic  archaeology.”  By  1909, 
Newell  had  determined  the  focus  of  his  future  numis- 
matic studies.  As  he  later  wrote: 

'[ B Jy  this  time  I had  decided  to  devote  my  attention 
particularly  to  unraveling  the  mysteries  which  unfor- 
tunately surround  the  important  coinage  which  bears 
the  name  and  types  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and 
which  alter  his  death  continued  to  be  issued  for  over 
a century  in  the  principal  commercial  cities  of 
Greece,  Asia  Minor  and  Syria.  Though  this  subject  is 
ol  the  utmost  importance,  it  has  never  been  satisfac- 
torily studied  because  of  the  confused  history  of  the 
times  of  Alexander  the  Great  and  his  successors.” 

The  following  year,  1910,  would  prove  to  be  a piv- 
otal one  for  young  Edward  Newell.  That  year,  he 
began  research  at  the  ANS  which  would  result  in  his 
first  serious  scholarly  writings.  These  would  appear 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  between 
1910  and  1912.  Newell  also  began  assuming  a 
greater  leadership  role  within  the  ANS  in  1910,  with 
his  election  to  the  ANS  Council  - at  the  age  of  24! 
Thus,  by  1910  Newell's  attention  was  firmly  fixed  on 
the  two  areas  which  would  occupy  the  remainder  of 
this  life:  the  coinage  of  Alexander  the  Great,  and 
his  Hellenic  successors,  and  the  management  of  the 

ANS.  ^ r TO 


To  learn  more  about  the  writings  of  Edward  T. 
Newell , visit  the  ANS  Archives’  website  at: 
http://www.amnumsoc.org/archives/newellbio.htm. 


Van  Alfen  Book  Launch  Party 

On  August  12,  2004,  the  ANS  hosted  a launching  party 
for  Dr.  Peter  van  Alfen’s  new  book,  A Simple  Souvenir: 

Coins  and  Medals  of  the  Olympic  Games.  Addressing 
the  crowd  of  over  a hundred  guest  were  Robert  Hoge, 
the  MC  of  the  evening,  Ambassador  Loucas  Tsilas,  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  Alexander  S.  Onassis  Public  Benefit  Foundation, 
and  Dr.  van  Alfen,  who  spoke  about  the  use  and  abuse  of  the 
Olympic  tradition  in  the  modern  age.  The  party  coincided  with  the 
opening  of  the  2004  Summer  Olympic  in  Athens.  The  book  is 
available  through  both  the  ANS  and  The  David  Brown  Book 
Company  (toll  free:  800-791-9354,  or  on  the  web  at 
http://www.oxbowbooks.com). 
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Groves  Forum  in  American 
Numismatics: 

1933  - The  Paper  Trail 


BY  ROBERT 


W 


H O G E 


This  years  Groves  Forum,  held  Wednesday,  November  10,  in  the  Society’s 
new  facilities  at  the  corner  of  William  and  Fulton  streets,  focused  upon  the 

remarkable  story  of  the 


Buy  the  Book  Instead  of  the 
Coin  for  7,590,020  ReaSonS 

The  book  Illegal  Tender  is  a “novel”  expression 
About  a 1933  US  Double  Eagle  minted  impression 
Struck  during  the  Great  American  depression 
When  gold  coins  were  ordered  into  suppression 

Some’33s  were  then  stolen  from  Treasury  possession 
Through  some  conniving  mint  workers’  indiscretion; 

Then  sold  through  dealers  in  the  coin  profession 
To  collectors  afflicted  with  rare  coin  obession. 

After  two  pieces  were  saved  for  Smithsonian  accession 
T-men  grabbed  others  in  Federal  repossession 
Litigation  ensued  about  the  right  of  possession 
Leaving  collectors  none  but  a very  clear  lesson. 

In  a diplomatic  pouch  on  went  to  Farouk,  the  Egyptian, 
Through  stupidity  US  granted  export  permission. 

After  Farouk  fled,  Egypt  seized  and  auctioned  his  collection 
But  his  ’33  vanished  into  clandestine  protection. 


Later  smuggled  back  to  the  US  for  selling  session 
Right  into  a Secret  Service  sting  for  repossession. 
Then  was  auctioned  for  price  too  high  for  addition 
To  become  an  anonymous  buyer’s  best  acquisition. 

David  Tripp’s  book  is  full  of  numismatic  erudition, 

Not  about  raising  the  coin  to  MS  80  condition, 

But  research  done  by  an  enigmatic  magician, 

It’s  wise  to  buy  this  book  legally  in  its  first  edition. 

(An  apology  to  the  sound  advice  of  Aaron  R.  Feldman 
to  buy  the  book  before  the  coin) 


Eric  R Newman,  August  2004 


background  behind  the 
1933  United  States 
twenty  dollar  gold  piece  which  is  renowned 
today  for  having  achieved  the  highest  price  ever 
paid  for  a coin  when  it  was  sold  at  auction  in 
2002.  ANS  President  Donald  Partrick  welcomed 
visitors  and  introduced  the  featured  guest 
speaker  David  E.  Tripp,  former  head  of  the 
numismatic  department  of  Sotheby’s,  expressing 
his  own  enjoyment  of  and  satisfaction  with 
Tripp’s  recent  widely  acclaimed  book,  Illegal 
Tender:  Gold,  Greed,  and  the  Mystery  of  the  Lost 
1933  Double  Eagle.  In  this  work,  Tripp  discusses 
the  subject  fully,  but  in  his  Groves  Forum  lecture 
he  presented  further  insights  into  his 
approach  to  the  subject  and  his  meth- 
ods of  immersing  himself  in  the  times 
and  the  people  involved.  He  related 
his  experiences  in  conducting  inter- 
views and  researching  the  chain  of 
events  central  to  the  mystery  of  the 
1933  gold  issue,  and  reported  the 
significance  of  particular  documents 
found  in  Federal  archives.  The  audience  was  fas- 
cinated, and  a series  of  questions  and  a lively 
discussion  followed  the  talk 


Refreshments  were  served  in  the  reception  held  in  the  Society’s  main  floor  meeting  hall.  Copies  of 
the  book  were  made  available,  and  the  author  autographed  them  for  members  in  attendance. 
Subsequently,  a fine  dinner  in  honor  of  the  featured  speaker  was  held  at  the  14  Wall  Street  Restaurant, 
located  in  what  was  once  a penthouse  apartment  owned  by  noted  financier  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  on  the 
building’s  31st  floor.  LliLLJ 
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Items  in  the  Collection,  and  Some  That  Are  Not 


ow  that  the  Society’s 
coin  room  has  reopened, 
it  is  a pleasure  for  us 
once  again  to  welcome 
visiting  researchers  to 
the  world-famous  ANS  cabinet.  This 
terrific  resource  has  been  developed 
over  the  past  146  years  by  dedicated 
numismatists  who  fervently  believed 
in  the  cause  of  bringing  their 
precious  holdings  together  for 
preservation,  comparison, 
research  and  educational 
sharing.  Unlike  pieces  in 
personal  collections,  the 
cabinet  of  the  ANS  is  routine 
ly  available  for  researchers 
kept  in  a context  of  relevance,  and 
professionally  maintained.  Part  of  the 
importance  of  the  cabinet,  in  addition 
to  its  celebrated  rarities,  is  the  great 
depth  that  it  contains  in  terms  of  mul- 
tiple examples  of  many  issues,  so 
essential  for  establishing  minting 
sequences  and  historical  relation- 
ships. The  collection  has  been  con- 
sulted and  utilized  for  virtually  every 
significant  numismatic  study  in  this 
country  and  abroad,  so  our  reopening 
in  the  new  facilities  is  an  event  to  be 
widely  celebrated! 

Andy  Lustig  and  David  J. 
McCarthy  stopped  in  recently,  hop- 
ing to  view  an  1827  quarter,  an 
1894-S  dime  and  an  1878-S  half  dol- 
lar, but  alas,  these  are  all  famous  rar- 
ities of  which  the  Society  has  never 
been  given  an  example!  We  were 
able,  however,  to  show  them  the 
rare  1907  pattern  and  trial  pieces 
by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  and 
the  phenomenal  specimen  of  the 
1921  double  eagle  which  graces 
the  collection.  The  Saint-Gaudens 
patterns  were  an  interesting  gift  from 
Martin  Kortjohn;  the  $20  gold  piece, 
a 1 922  purchase  from  the  Groh  Fund. 


This  magnificent  specimen  has 
resided  in  the  cabinet  since  it  was 
purchased  as  a new  issue.  It  has  never 
been  mishandled  by  the  public  and 
never  cleaned,  as  have  been  so  many 
choice  coins  found  in  private  and 
commercial  numismatic  hands  today. 

The  famous  “Strawberry  Leaf’  cent 
of  1793,  one  of  the  signal  rarities 
and  one  of  the  most  curious 

United  States.  AV  20  dol- 
lars, 1 907.  High  relief 
reverse  pattern  by 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens, 
electrotype  shell. 
(1949.156.10,  gift  of 
Martin  F.  Kortjohn)  34.3  mm. 

issues  in  American  numismatics, 
has  become  the  focus  of  renewed 
attention  recently  with  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  “Staples”  specimen. 
Several  serious  students  of  early 
large  cents  have  made  inquiries  about 
our  example  as  a result.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  reexamine  this  issue, 
which  was  studied  by  former  ANS 
curator  John  Kleeberg  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference, 

United  States.  AV 
20  dollars,  1921. 

A coin  of  spectac- 
ular quality  and 
condition. 

(1922.3.1,  ANS 
purchase,  Edward 
Groh  Fund)  34.2  mm. 


large 


in  1998.  The  ANS 
example  was  donated 
to  the  Society  in 
1 906  by  the  great 
early  benefactor 
John  Sanford  Saltus 
as  part  of  an  essen- 
tially complete  type 
collection  of  half  cents  and 
cents.  In  his  examination. 


Kleeberg  noted  that  the  irregularity 
of  the  letters  in  the  legends  seemed  to 
indicate  that  they  could  not  have  been 
placed  on  the  dies  by  punches,  hence 
the  dies  would  not  have  been  regular 
U.S.  Mint  products.  He  found  no 
match  between  the  edge  lettering  of 
the  Saltus  coin  and  that  on  any  of  the 
other  examples  of  1793  Wreath  cents 
in  the  cabinet,  and  con- 

United  States.  CU  cent, 

1793,  Wreath  type, 
with  trefoil  "cotton 
boll"  strawberry  leaf- 
like ornament  on  the 
obverse  and  lettered 
edge.  This  coin  is  one  of 
three  examples  known 
from  this  die  pair. 

Sheldon  NC-3  (ANS 
1906.99.52,  gift  ofJ. 

Sanford  Saltus)  28 
mm. 

eluded  that  the  rare 
issue  must  be  a circulating 
counterfeit  of  1793-1795.  Other 
opinions  differ,  but  all  concede  this  to 
be  a most  unusual  variety. 

The  ANS’  excellent  collection  of 
early  United  States  gold  coinage 
brought  John  Dannreuther  to  the  cab- 
inet as  one  of  our  first  visitors  after 
the  reopening  this  summer.  He  was 
especially  interested  in  documenting 
the  die  states  of  the  varieties  present, 
demonstrating  once  again  the  value 
of  a large  public  collection  of  this 
kind.  This  field  is  certainly  one  in 
which  we  hope  that  future  funding 
may  permit  adding  images  of  the 
coins  to  our  on-line  catalog  data  base. 
We  invite  everyone  to  “adopt”  sec- 
tions of  collection  for  photography 
by  paying  the  expenses  of  capturing 
and  mounting,  as  it  were,  pictures  of 
particular  items.  The  early  US  gold 
pieces  have  come  from  three  impor- 
tant gifts:  the  collection  donated  in 
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United  States. 

AV  quarter 
eagle,  1 825, 
reverse  of 
1821-24.  (ANS 
1960.166.59, 
gift  of  Bernard 
Peyton)  18.5 
mm. 


1908  by  the  famous  financier  J. 
Pierpont  Morgan;  the  collection  of 
ANS  Life  Fellow  Bernard  Peyton, 
presented  in  1960;  and  the  bequest  of 
Arthur  J.  Fecht,  which  came  to  the 
Society  in  1980.  These  are  among 
the  greatest  of  all  the  donations 
which  have  come  to  the  Society. 
Dannreuther  noted  that  among  the 
various  rarities  present,  for  example, 
our  1825  $2  1/2,  Breen  6128,  in  die 
state  A with  thin  top  “5,”  is 
one  of  four 
pieces 
known. 

Sculptor 
and  Saltus 
Award 
Committee 
member 
M a s h i k o 
Nakashima  visited  the  cabinet  to 
have  a look  at  some  box  thalers; 
Serge  Nacheyev  and  David  Vagi,  to 
make  use  of  the  card  files  of  auction 
record  photos.  Tony  Deutsch  sought 
information  about  coin  grading.  Gary 
Crossland  inquired  about  medallions 
with  images  by  the  American  Painter 
Grant  Wood.  Dr.  MacGuire  Gibson  of 
the  University  of  Chicago  contacted 
us  seeking  information  about  an  issue 
of  counters  from  Nuremberg  by  a 
member  of  the  Lauer  family.  Graeme 
Murray  was  looking  for  help  with  a 
collection  of  coins  and  currency 
needing  to  be  evaluated. 

Dr.  George  Selgin,  Professor  of 
Economics  at  the  University  of 
Georgia  is  completing  a book  about 
Great  Britain’s  eighteenth  and  nine- 
teenth century  commercial  coinage 
episode.  For  this,  he  asked  about  the 
1812  Sheffield  half-guinea  gold  piece 
in  the  collection,  a little  known  token 
purchased  from  a 1984  Joseph 
Lepczyk  auction  for  the  cabinet  by 
former  curator  Richard  Doty.  This 
Yorkshire  rarity  showing  a phoenix  in 
flames  was  issued  by  the  firm  of 
Younge,  Wilsons  & Younge.  It  was 
recorded  as  no.  37  in  Richard 
Dalton’s  not  altogether  appropriately 
titled  The  silver  token  coinage  main- 
ly issued  between  1811  and  1812,  the 
principal  reference  on  this  series. 
Trying  to  locate  as  many  as  possible 


Great  Britain:  Yorkshire. 
Sheffield  AV  half  guinea 
token  of  Younge, 

Wilsons  & Younge, 

1812.  (ANS  1985.21.1, 
purchase)  1 9.9  mm. 

of  the  18  specimens  of 
Great  Britain’s  1817 
Pattern  Crown  of 
George  III  by  W.  Wyon, 
with  the  reverse  inscription  contain- 
ing the  word  Incorrupta,  Marvin 
Finnley  naturally  contacted  us  for  an 
example.  But,  unfortunately,  there  is 
no  specimen  of  this  rare  item  in  the 
collection.  This  request  illustrates  the 
point  that  the  ANS  is  still  in  need  of 
vast  numbers  of  interesting  items, 
which  many  donors  can  help 
obtain.  Richard  Taylor,  from 
Australia,  also  contacted  us 
regarding  questions  on  other 
English  coins — common- 
place pieces  of  which  we  do 
have  excellent  representation 
in  the  cabinet. 

Chilean  coinage  specialist 
Carlos  Jara  visited  the  cabinet  to 
examine  some  of  the  Society’s  rare 
Spanish  Colonial  pieces  and  to 
order  photographs  of  pieces  for 
inclusion  in  his  forthcoming 
research  publicaton.  Among  the 
items  that  were  of  particular 
interest  to  him  was  a 
7 7 7 - D A 
Santiago  4- 
reales  piece  of 
Charles  III;  our 
example  is 
reportedly  one 
of  three  known 
specimens. 

For  a publication  he 
has  in  progress,  Dr. 
Peter  Ilisch  of  the 
Westfalisches 
Landesmuseum 
fur  Kunst  und 
Kulturgeschichte 
asked  about  the 
Society’s  hold- 
ings of  the 
coinage  of  the  old 
German  Abbey  of 
Corvey  (also 
known  as  New 


Corbie,  or  Corbey),  near  the  town  of 
Hoxster  on  the  Weser  River.  He  is 
preparing  a corpus  of  the  coins  of  this 
great  medieval  establishment,  found- 
ed by  the  Carolingian  emperor  Louis 
the  Pious  (814-840)  and  St.  Adelhard, 
the  Abbot  of  the  parent  house  of 
Corbie,  in  Picardy,  from  which  the 
new  Abbey  derived  its  name.  This 
institution  was  a Benedictine 
monastery  in  the  Diocese  of 
Paderborn,  in  Westphalia. 
Established  around  820,  Corvey 
became  famous  for  its  school  and  its 
scholars,  who  were  dedicated  to  the 
arts  and  sciences  (we  owe  to  them, 
for  example,  the  survival  of  the  first 
five  books  of  Tacitus’ 
Annals).  The  abbot  was 
recognized  as  one  of 

Germany.  Abbey  of 
Corvey,  John 
Christopher,  AR  gulden 
or  2/3  thaler,  1 683. 

KM  79  (ANS 
938.127.155,  gift  of 
the  former  Defendorf 
Collection)  39  mm. 


Chile.  AR  4 
reales,  1 777-DA, 
Santiago  mint. 
(ANS  1988.28.1, 
gift  of  Ray  A. 
Johnson,  Jr.)  33 


mm. 


the  princes  of  the 
Holy  Roman 
Empire  and  in 
keeping  with 
other  high  cleri- 
cal dignitaries, 
in  833  he  was 
accorded  the  right 
of  coinage.  After  the 
Middle  Ages,  the  abbey 
and  its  prosperity  declined  until  in 
1803  it  was  secularized  and  given  to 
the  family  of  the  princes  of  Orange- 
Nassau-Dietz.  The  principal  older 
reference  for  the  series  is  Joseph 
Weingartner’s  Die  Gold  und  Silber 
Miinzen  der  Abtei  Corvey,  Munster, 
1883.  The  Society  holds  at  least  23  of 
the  coins,  plus  two  from  the  munici- 
pal mint  of  Hoxter. 

National  television’s  The  History 
Channel  has  been  looking  to  the  ANS 
lately  for  help  with  several  projects. 
Stacy  Shapiro  Mello  contacted  us  for 
assistance  with  a “History  vs. 
Hollywood’’  program  looking  at 
American  money  in  relation  to  the 
feature  film  National  Treasure.  Tania 
Castellanos  of  Atlas  Media  came  to 
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us  tor  information  about  casino  gam- 
ing tokens  in  relation  to  a History 
C hannel  series  called  "Breaking 
Vegas.”  Now,  this  sort  of  thing  might 
conceivably  be  good  publicity  for  the 
Society,  but  one  has  to  wonder.  The 
sad  aspect  is  that  the  ANS  has  no 
examples  of  recent  issues  of  US 


after  1963.  The  collection  is  also, 
unfortunately,  deficient  in  modem 
gaming  pieces.  So  here  are  some  nice 
opportunities  for  would-be  donors  to 
help  develop  an  area  in  which  bene- 
factors have  been  lacking.  Our  US 
paper  money  collection  as  a whole  is 
weak  when  it  comes  to  the  Federal 
issues.  Past  efforts  to  build  the  col- 
lection of  National  Bank  Notes,  for 
example,  have  not  progressed.  And 
we  have  virtually  no  casino  tokens! 

The  Manager  of  the  Photography 
Department  of  the  Rosen  Publishing 
Group,  in  New  York,  Cindy  Reiman, 
sought  our  help  with  an  image  for  a 
book  intended  for  elementary  school 
readers,  grades  3-5.  It  is  to  be  one  of 
a series  called  A Kid’s  Guide  to 
Drawing  the  Presidents  of  the  United 
States , in  which  each  chapter  is  illus- 
trated with  an  artifact  or  image  from 
that  president’s  lifetime  and/or  presi- 
dency and  then  shows  the  students 
how  to  draw  it.  For  President  Martin 
Van  Buren,  they  decided  to  use  a note 
from  the  Second  Bank  of  the  United 
States  issued  under  his  administra- 


tion. The  Bank  had  by  this  time  lost 
its  federal  charter  due  to  the  opposi- 
tion of  Andrew  Jackson  and  his  con- 
stituency and  supporters,  among 
whom,  of  course.  Van  Buren  was 
prominent.  This  is  an  especially 
appealing  issue  to  have  illustrated,  in 
my  opinion,  because  of  the  numis- 
matic mischief  that  has  been  caused 
by  the  common  modem  replicas  of 


this  issue,  $1000  bond  notes  with  the 
serial  number  8894.  This  well-known 
forgery,  made  of  chemically-aged, 
parchment  like  paper,  is  quite  close  in 
appearance  to  our  genuine  example 
shown  here. 

Some  Meanderings  Among 
Medals 

ANS  President  Donald 
Partrick  took  advantage  of  a 
visit  to  our  new  facilities  to 
have  a look  at  examples  of 
George  Washington  Indian 
Peace  Medals  and  to  discuss 
these  issues,  as  well  as  other 
points  on  Early  Americana, 
with  me.  Personally,  I cannot 
help  but  be  partial  to  the  won- 
derful silver  oval  medals,  which 
represent  our  country’s  first  diplo- 
matic gestures  toward  the  native  peo- 
ples, because  some  of  the  surviving 
1793-dated  pieces  and  all  of  the 
1795s  were  made  and  engraved  by 
the  prominent  Philadelphia  silver- 
smith Joseph  Richardson,  Jr.  Why  so? 

I actually  own  a spoon  by 


Richardson,  passed  down  from  my 

great-great-great-great-grandfather 

whose  initials  are  engraved  on  it.  (By 
the  way,  my  heirloom,  which  bears 
the  same  hallmark  found  on  the 
medals,  is  presently  on  loan  for  exhi- 
bition at  the  museum  of  our  sister 
organization,  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  in 
Colorado,  where  I served  as  the 
Museum  Curator  for  twenty  years.) 
The  Society  s collection  of  American 
Indian  Peace  Medals  is  justifiably 
renowned,  representing  a field  in 
which  we  always  receive  inquiries, 
but  it  does  not  yet  include  any  exam- 
ples by  Richardson,  who  became  the 
assayer  of  the  U.S.  Mint  in  1795. 

We  seem  to  be  lacking  in  informa- 
tion regarding  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s 
beautiful  “New  Theatre”  medal,  con- 
cerning which  we  received  an  inquiry 
from  Don  Latino.  This  was  one  of  the 
handsome  series  of  medals  which  the 
Society  commissioned  for  several 
decades  around  the  turn  of  the  last 
century.  We  do  not  have  a file  of 
records  on  this  medal  in  our  archives 
as  we  do  for  the  other  ANS  issues, 
alas,  but  medals  specialist  Scott 
Miller  was  able  to  help  in  this  regard. 
He  informs  us  that  the  medals  were 


United  States.  Sculpting  wax  model  of 
New  Theater  medal,  by  Gutzon 
Borglum,  1 909.  (ANS 
0000.999.55027,  gift  of  Archer  M. 
Huntington)  99.8  mm. 


paper  money  in  its  collection — in 
tact,  there  is  not  a single  note  dated 


Bank  of  the  United  States  (Second  Bank).  $1000  bond,  Dec.  15,  1840,  serial  number 
8/26,  with  payment  endorsements.  (ANS  1981.170.1,  purchase)  92  x 186  mm. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


40 


Hudson-Fulton  celebra- 
tion medal  which  was 
sponsored  by  the 
o c i e t y . 
r o b a b I y 
because  it  is 
the  most  com- 
mon com- 
memorative 
medal  ever 
issued  in  this 
country, 
because  it 
nevertheless 
not  widely 
known,  many 
people  are  curious  about 
the  various  sizes  and 
metals  in  which  it  is 
found.  One  individual 
had  inherited  a specimen 
from  his  grandfather,  who 
had  been  one  of  the 
Commissioners  at  the  time. 

Only  the  Commission  members 
and  Principal  guests  were 
given  4-inch,  solid  silver 
examples.  As  I have 
mentioned  previously, 
the  main  available  ref- 
erence on  this  medal 
would  probably  be  Scott 
Miller’s  “The  Medallic 
Works  of  Emil  Fuchs,”  in 
Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference , Proceedings  No.  13, 
The  Medal  in  America , Volume  2, 
edited  by  Alan  M.  Stahl  (New  York: 
American  Numismatic  Society, 
1999). 

Richard  Margolis  visited  the 
coin  room  to  examine  medals  of 
Theodore  Victor  van  Berckel 
(1739-1808),  in  particular  the 
unsigned  1766  issue  commemo- 
rating the  accession  of  William  of 
Orange-Nassau  as  Stadtholder  of  the 
Netherlands.  This  issue  has  been 
attributed  to  van  Berckel 
although  it  lacks  the  signatures 
T.V.B.  or  T.V.  BERCKEL 
usually  seen  on  his  work. 
Leonard  Forrer,  writing  in  his 
Biographical  Dictionary  of 
Medallists  (1904),  declared 
that  van  Berckel’s  works  were 
“much  sought  after  by  collectors.” 


and 


is 


Referring  to  another  contemporary 
Dutch  issue,  James  O.  Sweeny,  while 
completing  his  researches  on  pocket 
calendar  medals,  inquired  about  an 
issue  minted  in  the  Netherlands  in 
1767  by  a medalist  who  signed  him- 
self “Visser” — an  individual 

unknown  in  any  other  numismatic 
context  according  to  Forrer.  We  have 
two  examples  of  this  interesting 
piece,  with  a calendar  on  one  side  and 
the  bust  of  William  V,  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  Stadtholder,  on  the 
other.  Sweeny  also 
reviewed  our  data  base 

Netherlands.  AR  medal 
Commemorating  of  the 
accession  of  William 
V as  Stadtholder, 

1 766,  by  T.  V.  van 
Berckel.  (ANS 
0000.999.55026,  gift 
of  Daniel  Parish,  Jr.) 

1 .8  mm. 

catalog  of  medals  related  to 
the  turn  of  the  centuries 
and  millennia,  and 
brought  to  light  ques- 
tions regarding  some 
of  the  entries.  A 
seemingly  little- 
known  example 
comes  from  Frankfurt, 
at  the  end  the  nineteenth 
century. 

Flora  Goldman  contacted  us 
for  information  on  medallic  works  of 
the  prominent  twentieth  century 
French  medallic  sculptor 
Raoul  Benard  (1881- 
1961),  who  might 
be  best  known  to 
most  of  us  as  the 


Netherlands. 

William  V Brass 
Calendar  medal, 

1 767,  by  Visser.  (ANS 
1 925.60. 1 , gift  of  Charles 
N.  Schmall)  37.8  mm. 

designer  of  the  Paris 
Olympic  Games 
Participants’  medal 
from  1924.  He  also 
created  a 1919  com- 
memorative medal  cel- 
ebrating the  Treaty  of 
Versailles,  among  others. 


United  States.  The  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  Theater  in 
New  York,  AE  Medal  by  Bela  Lyon 
Pratt,  1 909.  (ANS  0000.999.4405) 
75.6  mm. 

and  fifty  in  bronze  for  subscribers. 
Our  medals  ledger  entries,  which  lack 
details,  account  for  only  a very  small 
number  of  examples,  and  mention 
others  being  “junked”  (presumably 
they  were  melted,  or  maybe  sold  off 
in  bulk,  unnumbered). 

Curiously,  while  looking  for  infor- 
mation to  answer  this  and  another 
inquiry,  I ran  across  a wax  model  for 
Gutzon  Borglum’s  version  of  the 
New  Theater  medal.  It  was  in  an  old 
cigar  box  upon  which  was  written 
“Wax  impressions  of  Gutzon 
Borglum  medals  from  Mr. 
Huntington.”  Borglum’s  medal  was, 
if  anything,  even  more  impressive 
than  Pratt’s. 

As  usual,  we  received  more 
inquiries  about  the  popular  1909 


issued  in  two  sizes:  106 
and  77  mm.  Apparently, 
there  were  fifty  large 
and  fifty  small  ones 
made  of  bronze, 
and  fifty  small- 
sized of  silver  in 
addition  to  one 
gold  piece,  pre- 
sented to  Ellen 
Terry.  According 
to  Howard 

Adelson’s  1958 
History  of  the  ANS, 
fifty  were  issued  in  silver 
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Regrettably,  our  tiles  do  not  appear 
to  be  of  much  help,  and 
noted  that  we  seem  to 
have  confusing  entries 
in  which  we  may 
have  misspelled  the 
artist’s  name. 

Augustus  Saint- 
G a u d e n s ’ 
Massachusetts 
Civil  Reform 

Association 
Women’s  Auxiliary 
medal  was  the  subject  of 
an  inquiry  from  John 
Eshbach,  but  in  this  case  it  seems 
that  there  is  no  example  in  the 
cabinet. 

Continuing  with  his 
research  on  the 
medals  of  the  period 
of  the  English  Civil 
Wars,  Dr.  Jerome 
Platt  inquired 
about  the  choice 
example  of  the 
1650  Battle  of 
Dunbar  medal  by 
Thomas  Simon  in  the 
cabinet.  This  important  rari- 
ty, presenting  the  effigy 
of  Oliver  Cromwell  as 
commander  of  the 
English  forces  in  this 
pivotal  affray  with  the 


Germany.  Frankfurt  am  Main,  AR 
New  Year's  Celebration  medal, 

I 900,  by  W.  Schwind  (ANS 
1 990.29. 1 , gift  of  Erich  Wronker) 
54.9  mm. 


Scots,  was  actually  intended  as 
the  first  British  military 
decoration  to  be  pre- 
sented to  troops  who 
fought  in  a particu- 
lar engagement. 
The  battle  may 
be  seen  in 
miniature  in  the 
background  on 
the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse 
portrays  the  parlia- 
ment in  session. 

As  a result  of  the  remark- 
able sale  of  examples  from  the 
impressive  collection  of 
ANS  Library  benefactor 
John  J.  Ford.  Jr., 
renewed  attention 
has  been  given  to 
the  United  States 
Diplomatic  medal 
authorized  by 
President 
Washington  and 
commissioned  by 
Thomas  Jefferson  for 
recognizing  the  ser- 
vices of  specific  individu- 
als among  our 
allies  during  the 
Revolutionary 
War.  The  US 
Charge  d’af- 
faires in  Paris, 
William  Short,  engaged  the  French 
engraver  Augustin  Dupre  to  cut  the 
dies,  but  due  to  various  problems  the 
project  was  not 


Great  Britain  Parliamentary  AR  medal 
commemorating  the  Battle  of  Dunbar, 
September  3,  1650,  by  Thomas  Simon 
(ANS  0000.999.52935,  gift  of  Daniel 
Parish,  Jr.)  34.2  mm. 


United  States.  Diplomatic  Medal,  lead 
trial  of  obverse,  n.d.  (1790-1792). 
Stahl  111,  with  provisional  accession 
numbers  1935.999.296  (ANS 
1935.126.23,  purchase)  69.1  mm. 

completed  although  two  gold  and  six 
bronze  medals  were  known  to  have 
been  minted  in  addition  to  the  enig- 
matic trial  pieces.  Our  Board  mem- 
bers John  Adams,  David  Simpson 
and  Dr.  Amold-Peter  Weiss  all  asked 
to  have  a look  at  the  lead  splashers — 
trial  pieces — of  the  obverse  and 
reverse  of  the  medal  which  were 
obtained  by  purchase  for  the  Society 
in  1935  (for  $5.00!).  I believe  the 
Ford  collection  cataloguer  for 
Stack’s,  Michael  Hodder,  was  correct 
in  returning  to  the  descriptions  of  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  this  piece  uti- 
lized years  ago  by  the  Chapmans,  so 
I have  undertaken  to  revise  our  own 
data  base  cataloguing  from  that  fol- 
lowed in  the  publication  of  these 
pieces  by  former  curator  Alan  M, 
Stahl  in  his  “Medals  of  the  Comitia 
Americana  Series  in  the  Collections 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
and  Other  Public  Institutions”  in  the 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference , 
Proceedings  No.  11  (New  York: 
American  Numismatic  Society, 
1996).  This  fascinating  issue  is  not 
nearly  as  well  known  as  it  ought  to 
be,  due  to  its  great  rarity. 

It  has  been  enjoyable  to  see  our 
members  return  to  visit  the  collection 
in  its  fine  new  surroundings  these 
past  several  months  now  that  the 
Society  is  open  again.  Little  by  little. 
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we  are  working  to  reorga 
nize  and  improve  stor- 
age in  the  cabinet  and 
hope  that  ever 
greater  numbers 
of  enthusiasts 
will  be  able  to 
derive  benefit 
from  studying 
all  sorts  of 
numismatic 
specimens,  a few 
examples  of  which 
I have  tried  to  share 
with  you  here.  Without 
the  funds  to  add  digital 
imagery  to  our  data  base  to  the 


Same;  reverse,  pro- 
visionally numbered 
1935.999.295 
(ANS 

1935.126.24, 
purchase)  68.6 
mm. 

extent  we 
would  wish, 
you  can  see 
how  this 
photo  archive 
grows  by 
means  of  our 
inquiries  which 
give  us  a chance  to 
capture  images  that  can  then 


be  included  in  our  publications  such 
as  the  ANS  Magazine.  We  can  all  look 
forward  now  to  the  day  when  we  will 
have  been  able  to  complete  the  great 
fundraising  effort  just  beginning  to 
get  underway  to  develop  a new  exhi- 
bition hall,  where  we  can  place  a 
goodly  portion  of  the  collections  on 
display  for  the  delight  of  visitors. 
Until  then,  we  invite  you  to  help  us 
continue  to  add  images  to  the  world’s 
foremost  online  numismatic  catalog 
and  make  it  into  a truly  worthwhile 
virtual  exhibit.  Let  us  know 
what  areas  will  of  greatest  interest  for 
you. 


Hmm — an  advisory  com- 
mittee? You’re  probably 
asking  yourself:  why 
does  the  Society  need 
one?  Granted,  there’s  no 

asKBBHB  mnirau# 

shortage  of  them  across  the  country: 
the  Federal  Government  alone  has 
over  a thousand  of  them,  enough  to 
prompt  the  existence  of  a Federal 
Advisory  Committee  Act.  I’m  sure 
quite  a few  of  us  remember  the  quote 
by  former  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Arthur  J.  Goldberg  (1908-1990):  “If 
Columbus  had  had  an  advisory  com- 
mittee he  would  probably  still  be  at 
the  dock.”  So  how  exactly  does  an 
advisory  committee  help  the  Society? 

When  created  in  2001  by  the 
Society,  ANS  President  Donald 
Partrick  stated  that  “In  addition  to  its 
role  as  a ‘focus  group’  for  the  mem- 
bership, the  Committee  will  also  con- 
sider specific  matters  delegated  to  it 
by  the  Council.”  Indeed,  the  first 
task  undertaken  by  the  Committee, 
ably  led  by  our  first  Chairperson 
Doug  Rohrmann,  was  a complete 
revision  of  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws.  While  delegated  tasks  will 
continue  to  be  a key  role  for  the 
Committee,  of  equal  importance  is 
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our  responsibility  to  listen  to  the 
membership.  It  is  in  this  task  that  the 
members  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
feel  a special  urgency:  to  reach  out  to 
the  general  membership  and  Fellows 
of  the  Society,  make  sure  their  voices 
are  heard,  and  incorporate  their 
thoughts,  suggestions  and  concerns 
into  regular  communications,  both  to 
the  Board  as  well  as  back  to  the  gen- 
eral membership. 

We  recognize  that  it  isn’t  always  an 
easy  thing  to  have  your  voice  heard, 
or  to  keep  in  touch  with  much  of  the 
work  being  done.  To  that  end,  part  of 
the  mission  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  is  to  exist  as  a point  of 
contact,  for  members  to  be  able  to 
communicate  with  fellow  members. 
The  current  roster  of  the  Committee 
is  a wonderful  cross-section  of  long- 
time members  of  the  Society: 
Catherine  Bullowa-Moore,  Jay  Galst, 
Robert  Leonard,  Jr.,  Scott  Miller, 
Normand  H.  Pepin,  Donald  Scarinci, 
Stuart  Sears,  Lawrence  Stack, 
Edward  J.  Waddell,  and  Frederic  G. 
Withington.  It  is  our  hope  that  there 
is  at  least  one  member  whom  you  rec- 
ognize and  feel  comfortable  enough 
to  communicate  your  ideas  and  con- 
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cerns.  If  not,  let  us  know,  as  we’d 
like  to  get  to  know  all  members  of  the 
Society. 

We’re  interested  in  what  you  have 
to  say,  whether  it’s  a comment  on 
work  currently  underway  at  the 
Society  or  suggestions  for  improve- 
ment. To  make  it  easier  for  you  to 
contact  us,  an  email  address  has  been 
set  up:  advisory@numismatics.org. 

Members  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  will  be  happy  to  respond 
to  you,  and  of  course  we  will  not  only 
discuss  member’s  comments  and 
suggestions  at  our  regular  meetings, 
but  help  propel  worthy  ideas  into  new 
initiatives  for  the  Society. 

The  Society  is  entering  a very  spe- 
cial era  of  growth  and  rejuvenation, 
and  there  has  never  been  a better  time 
for  all  members  to  contribute  their 
time,  energy  and  ideas.  We’d  like  all 
members  to  be  part  of  this  effort,  and 
we  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
In  the  next  issue.  I'll  talk  about  some 
of  the  issues  currently  being  dis- 
cussed by  the  Advisory  Committee. 
As  always,  we  thank  you  for  your 
support  of  the  Society!  fAYT’.l 
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From  the  Collections’ Manager  by 


New  Acquisitions 


The  new  fiscal  year  at  the 
ANS  started  in  October 
and  all  of  the  ne 
acquisitions  we 
have  received  thus 
far  for  2005  are  donations 
to  the  Medals  Department. 

The  first  gift  came  from  I 
our  guest  and  colleague 
from  St.  Petersburg 
(Russia),  the  chief  keeper  of 


The  second 
medal  celebrates 
the  sesquicenten- 
nial  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  New  Hermitage  building 
on  5 (17)  February  1852,  in  the  reign 
of  Czar  Nicholas  I.  Since  that  date, 
the  Imperial  Court  Collections — 
which  started  in  the  eighteenth  centu- 
ry as  a private  collection  of  the 
Empress  Catherine  II  and  remained 
the  private  property 
of  the  Romanov 
dynasty  until  the 
revolution  of 
19  1 7 — have 
been  open  to 


Russia, 

XII  Russian 
Numismatic 
Conference,  AR 
medal  commemo- 
rating six  centuries 
of  minting  in  Moscow. 
Moscow  mint,  by  Victor 
Erokhin,  2004  (ANS  2005.1 .2,  gift  of 
the  Coin  Department  of  the  State 
Hermitage  Museum),  37  mm. 


numis- 


visitors.  The  New  Hermitage  became 
the  first  Russian  Public  Museum.  By 
the  time  of  the  Museum’s  opening, 
the  numismatic  collection  of  the 
Hermitage  already  had  almost  a cen- 
tury of  history  behind  it,  but  this  was 
the  first  time  the  coins  from  the 
Emperor’s  Munzkabinet  appeared  on 
display.  An  1853  watercolor  by  Luigi 
Premazzi  recorded  this  first  coin 
exhibition.  In  2002  the  image  from 
Premazzi ’s  painting  of  this  exhibi- 
tion in  the  Twelve  Columns  Hall, 
with  its  two  rows  of  windows,  upper 
gallery  and  display  cases,  decorated 
with  allegorical  figures,  was  repro- 
duced on  a commemorative  medal  as 
a reminder  of  the  world-famous 
museum  and  the  history  of  numis- 
matics in  Russia. 

In  October,  the  ANS  coin  cabinet 
also  received  two  silver  proof  medals 
from  one  of  our  thirty-year  members, 
Mr.  Yeghia  T.  Nercessian.  The  medal 
was  dedicated  to  Dr.  Paul  Z. 
Bedoukian  and  became  the  “Paul  Z. 


Watercolor  by  Luigi  Premazzi,  1 853,  depicting  the  first 
matic  exhibition  in  the  Twelve  Columns  Hall  at  the  New 
Hermitage  Museum. 


Russia,  AE  medal  1 50th  anniversary  of 
the  opening  of  the  New  Hermitage 
Building/First  Numismatic  Exhibition  in 
Hermitage.  Moscow  mint,  by  Victor 
Erokhin,  2002  (ANS  2005. 1 . 1 , gift  of 
the  Coin  Department  of  the  State 
Hermitage  Museum),  64  mm. 

the  Coin  Department  of  the  State 
Hermitage  Museum,  Masha 
Marshak.  This  wonderful  donation 
consisted  of  two  modem  medals 
struck  at  the  Moscow  State  Mint, 
both  designed  by  the  chief 
engraver  of  the  mint,  Victor 
Erokhin.  One  of  these  is  a medal 
struck  in  conjunction  of  the  XII 
Russian  Numismatic  Conference  of 
2004,  at  the  same  time  commemorat- 
ing six  centuries  of  minting  in 
Moscow. 
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Massachusetts  Fine  Tree  shilling,  a 
Georgia  $20  note  of  1776  and  a 
Libertas  Americana  bronze  medal, 
were  incorporated  into  the  exhibit 
entitled.  “American  Vision  of  Liberty 
and  Freedom,”  at  the  Virginia 
Historical  Society.  This  is  a three- 
year  traveling  exhibit  that  will  also  be 
shown  at  the  Maryland  Historical 
Society  (April  2-July  24, 
- 2005);  the  Heinz 

H's,or>  ^entcr-  111 

i5  i 1 * s u r t 
i September  > 
December  24. 

B 'Wm  2005);  the 

Atlanta 
m H'stor>  ( c'liter 
HSS£|  OlanuaiN  28- 

-iBr  May  21.  2006); 


United  States,  Paul  Z. 

Bedoukian  Armenian 
•i  Numismatic  Award,  AR 
medal,  by  Hagor 
nian 


Bedoukian  Armenian 

Numismatic  Award"  /Am  2 

medal.  An  Armenian 

artist.  Hagor  Ishkanian. 

prepared  the  plaster  cast 

and  the  medallic  com  pa- 

ny  Lialoosin  arranged  the 

dies  and  struck  three  gold  'xSH 

and  two  hundred  silver  medals 

with  the  portrait  of  Dr. 

Bedoukian  on  one  side  and 

the  Armenian  Numismatic 

Society  seal  on  the  other. 

On  September  1,  2000, 
gold  and  silver  versions  of 
the  medals  were  presented 
to  Paul  Z.  Bedoukian;  only 
a few  months  later  he  passed 
away. 

Another  interesting  gift  came  from 
a recent  auction  at  Sotheby’s  of  prop- 
erty from  the  estate  of  the  famous 
American  actress  Katharine 
Hepburn.  It  is  a bronze  plaque  on  a 
wood  base  with  the  image  of 
Shakespeare  and  an  inscription  read- 
ing, “The  Shakespeare  Club  of  New 
York  City  Annual  Award  1950  to 
Katherine  Hepburn — for  Meritorious 
Service  in  the  Shakespeare  Theater.” 


Ishkanian,  2000  (ANS 
2005.2. 1 , gift  of  Yeghia  T. 
Nercessian),  38.4  mm. 


f reflect  the  theatrical  tradi- 
tion and  the  history  of  art  in 
New  York. 


Exhibitions 

The  curatorial 
1 department  contin-  j 
'^BBP  ! ues  to  work  close-  *jf 

rr  |ls®| 

/ ly  with  different  M 

j pH 

; / cultural  institutions  in 

on  loan  requests.  B 
During  the  fall  season, 
ANS  objects  appeared  on  display  at 
numerous  museums  and  gal- 
leries. Seven  medals  and  ^^gSgj 
plaques  by  the  promi- 
nent  American  artists  /Mfa 
Henry  Hering, 

Frances  Grimes  and 

7&SS&  j,  N 

Herbert  Adams, 
selected  by  ANS  \V 
curator  Robert  Hoge 
for  the  exhibi- 

mm  tion  at  the  U< 

■ Cornish  Colony  "TcJS 
I Gallery  and  Museum  in 


United  States,  Libertas 
Americana  AE  medal,  1782/3 
by  Augustine  Dupre  (ANS 
k 0000.999.38370),  47  mm. 


the  National  Heritage 

2%  ^ Museum,  in  Lexington, 

Massachusetts  (June  24- 
October  15.  2006)  and  the 
4 €'W  Missouri  Historical 

BHr  Society,  in  St.  Louis 

(November  1 8,  2006  -March  1 1 , 
2007). 

In  November  2004, 
the  Philadelphia 
; ■ Museum  '4  \ 1 1 

i I’M  A i opened  an 
-53  exhibition  entitled, 
f “Pon.or  m „ . 
’■■y  Bronzino  and  lire 

Medici:  The 

Transformation  of  the 
Renaissance  Portrait."  This  exhibi- 
tion is  based  upon  two  museum  por- 
traits by  the  great  Cinquecento 
Florentine  masters  Pontormo  and 


~»n*  .wRMSiii  m 

•r n - ikwi&l  li 

• Sr  t;i  Hi 


Spanish  Colonial  Mexico,  AR 
bar,  ca  1522-1535,  (ANS 
2002.34.4,  purchase),  370 
x 1 33  x 27  mm. 


United  States,  The  Shakespeare  Club 
of  New  York  City,  AE  Plaque,  1 950, 
awarded  to  Katharine  Hepburn.  (ANS 
2005.3. 1 , gift  of  Michael  Parris)  28.5 
x 21 .5  mm. 

This  item  was  won  and  subsequently 
donated  by  one  of  our  long-time 
members  who  was  recently  made  a 
Fellow,  Michael  Parris.  His  gift  will 
be  a significant  addition  to  the  ANS 
holding  of  plaques  and  medals,  which 


New  Hampshire,  were  an  important 
part  of  the  very  successful  exhibit 
entitled,  “A  Cornish  Colony 
Extravaganza." 

A Spanish  Colonial  silver  bar,  ca. 
1 522- 1535,  became  a part  of  the  five- 
year  inaugural  exhibit,  “Our 
Peoples,”  at  the  Smithsonian’s  new 
National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian. 

Three  outstanding  ANS  items,  a 


Bronzino  depicting  the  Dukes 
Alessandro  and  Cosimo  I di  Medici. 
For  this  exhibition,  the  PMA  request- 
ed the  Roman  coin  with  the  images  ot 
Brutus  on  the  obverse  and  pileus  and 
two  daggers  on  reverse.  This  famous 
denarius  is  displayed  next  to  a renais- 
sance medal  by  Giovanni  da  Cavino 
featuring  on  one  side,  a copy  ot  the 
reverse  of  Brutus’  denarius.  The 
medal  was  commissioned  by  the 
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assassin  of  Duke 
Alessandro  di  Medici 
as  a declaration  that 
he  was  liberating 
Florence  from  tyran- 
ny, using  Brutus 
murder  of  Julius  Caesar 
as  an  example.  The  exhibi- 
tion will  be  on  display 
until  February  13,  2005. 

The  ANS  is  also  an 
important  lender  to  the 
exhibition  entitled, 


“Alexander  the  Great,”  at  the  Onassis 
Foundation,  in  New  York  City. 
Among  the  itmes  on  loan  from 
Vergina,  Pella,  Thessaloniki,  Dion, 

Alexander  III  and  the  AcroPolis 
(336-323),  AR  Museum  in  Athens 
tetradrachm  of  are  important  coins 
the  "Poros"  from  the  ANS  that 
WCre  se^ected  by  Dr. 

purchase)  Peler  van  Alfen'  Ihc 
2 7mm.  Margaret  Thompson 

Assistant  Curator  of 
Greek  Coins.  Seven  coins  of 


Those  who  read  my  brief  : 

article  in  the  last  issue  of  i 
the  ANS  Magazine  may  • 
remember  that  I have  : 
been  working  as  an  ANS  • 
volunteer  since  January  of  this  year.  : 
Picking  up  where  I left  off,  since  July,  j 
things  have  continued  to  be  busy  and  • 
exciting.  • 

On  July  14,  I gave  my  talk  on  the  • 
Cistophorus  coinage  to  the  ANS  : 
Summer  Seminar  students.  Then,  on  | 
July  29,  I got  to  hear  four  of  the  stu-  : 
dents  report  on  the  fruits  of  their  : 
research  during  the  Seminar.  All  of  • 
the  papers  were  interesting,  and  it  : 
was  exciting  to  see  young  minds  • 
being  introduced  to  the  power  of  : 
numismatics  as  a research  tool,  and  to  | 
the  tremendous  resources  (coins,  j 
books,  and  people)  of  the  ANS  : 

In  August,  Elena  Stolyarik  j 
approached  me  and  asked  for  my  : 
help  on  a small  project.  Apparently, 
during  the  move,  a tray  containing  : 
about  100  antoninianii  of  the  j 
Emperor  Probus  had  been  jostled,  • 
and  many  of  the  coins  were  no  longer  : 
in  their  proper  boxes.  The  Society’s  • 
collection  of  this  coinage  is  quite  : 
extensive,  so  there  were  many  very  ' 
similar  coins.  The  boxes  each  had  an  j 
attribution,  usually  to  Roman  : 
Imperial  Coinage,  and  in  most  cases,  • 
the  weight  of  the  specimen.  So  I : 
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spent  several  hours  weighing  each 
specimen,  and  looking  them  up  in 
RIC  to  match  them  to  their  proper 
box.  Finally,  I got  them  all  back 
where  they  belong,  and  even  discov- 
ered one  very  old  attribution  error  in 
the  process.  . 

In  September,  I began  work  on  two 
other  interesting  projects.  The  first 
involves  helping  Dr.  William  Metcalf 
(former  Chief  Curator  at  the  ANS, 
and  now  Curator  of  Coins  and 
Medals  at  Yale  University)  with  a 
book  he  is  working  on.  The  book,  to 
be  published  by  the  ANS,  is  a com- 
plete die  study  of  the  Proconsular 
Cistophori.  Charles  Hersh  was  work- 
ing on  the  catalogue  when  he  died, 
and  Bill  has  picked  up  the  manuscript 
and  is  working  to  complete  it.  I am 
helping  by  working  with  the  ANS 
Editorial  Staff  to  format  the  digital 
images  Bill  is  providing  into  plates 
that  are  ready  to  print.  We  are  hoping 
to  have  the  book  out  sometime  next 
year. 

The  second  project  also  relates  to 
my  old  friend  Charles  Hersh.  When 
Charles  was  on  a Fullbright 
Scholarship  to  study  Numismatics  at 
the  British  Museum  in  the  early 
1950s,  he  spent  a lot  of  time  visiting 
European  Coin  Cabinets  (he  visited 
27),  and  recording  all  specimens  of 
Roman  Republican  denarii  with  sym- 
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Alexander  the  Great,  including  a rare 
“Poros”  tetradrachm,  nine  coins  of 
Alexander  s predecessors  (Alexander 
I,  Perdiccas  II,  Archelaus  I,  Aeropus, 
Amyntas,  Perdicas,  Philip  II);  and 
eight  coins  ol  his  successors 
Lysimachus,  Ptolemy  I,  Seleucus  I, 
Eucratides  are  on  display,  all  of 
which  are  invaluable  witnesses  to 
the  tumultuous  political  and  econom- 
ic history  of  the  late  fourth  century 

BC-  yrm 


BY  RICK 
WITSCHONK 


JY 


bols  on  them.  (There  are  many  such 
issues,  some  with  hundreds  of  differ- 
ent symbols,  and  these  have  never 
been  comprehensively  published). 
Charles  then  compiled  all  of  this 
information,  including  complete  cita- 
tions for  each  symbol,  in  a 235-page 
manuscript  volume.  This  unique  vol- 
ume now  represents  the  most  com- 
prehensive compilation  of  this  mater- 
ial, and  I thought  it  deserved  to  be 
published.  When  I discussed  my  idea 
with  various  ANS  Staff  members, 
Sebastian  Heath  made  the  excellent 
suggestion  that  we  publish  on  the 
ANS  Website  (rather  than  in  hard 
copy)  in  order  to  make  the  informa- 
tion available  broadly,  and  at  low 
cost.  Fortunately,  Charles’  handwrit- 
ing is  very  neat,  so  we  will  be  able  to 
scan  the  pages  directly,  rather  than 
have  to  typeset  them.  In  any  event, 
Frank  Campbell  (ANS  Librarian) 
graciously  made  the  volume  avail- 
able, and  I am  in  the  process  of  scan- 
ning it.  I will  then  work  with 
Sebastian  Heath  to  make  the  pages 
available  on  the  ANS  website,  and 
provide  access  to  the  relevant  page 
based  on  a Crawford  number.  It 
should  provide  a useful  tool  for 
scholars  studying  Roman  Republican 
coinage,  as  well  as  collectors  and 
dealers.  EHEi] 
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A New  Website  for  ANS 


Since  the  last  issue  of  the 
ANS  magazine,  we  have 
continued  our  efforts  to 
add  to  the  historical  con- 
tent of  the  Society’s  web 
site.  Our  latest  addition  is  a history 
of  the  Society’s  publishing  program. 
This  new  site  - which  you  can  find  at 
http://www.amnumsoc.org/archives/ 
publicationhistory.htm  - includes 
brief  descriptions  of  each  of  the  four- 
teen monograph  series  or  periodicals 
published  by  the  ANS  since  its 
founding  in  1858. 

Publishing  History 

Readers  of  Howard  Adelson’s  histo- 
ry of  the  ANS,  American  Numismatic 
Society,  1858-1958,  will  recall  that 
the  Society’s  first  attempt  at  publish- 
ing was  the  American  Journal  of 


N.T.  Levick 


Numismatics,  first  series.  Originally 
proposed  by  ANS  Treasurer,  Joseph 
N.T.  Levick,  this  periodical  ran  from 
1866  through  1924. 

By  the  1920s,  the  Society  had 
received  sufficient  funding  to  estab- 
lish its  first  monograph  series: 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs. 
This  series  consisted  of  separately 
issued  numismatic  studies  - each  on 
a specific  topic.  The  first  title  in  this 
series  was  Sydney  Noe’s  Coin 
Hoards.  Originally,  Numismatic 
Notes  and  Monographs  was  pub- 
lished in  an  unusually  small  format  of 
4.5  by  6.5  inches.  (The  format  was 
determined  by  Archer  Huntington, 
who  had  donated  the  funds  to  publish 
the  series.)  Because  certain  studies 
required  a larger  format,  in 
1938  the  ANS  began  publish- 
ing a second  series, 
Numismatic  Studies.  Both 
series  are  still  in  publication 
today. 

The  1950s  and  ‘60s  wit- 
nessed the  birth  of  a number 
of  additional  monograph 
series,  including  the  Hispanic 
Numismatic  Series,  Ancient 
Coins  in  North  American 
Collections  and  the  Sylloge 
Nummorum  Graecorum.  The 
Proceedings  of  the  Coinage 
of  the  Americas  Conference  series 
would  be  added  in  the  1980s. 

During  this  time,  the  Society  also 
began  publishing  two  periodicals.  In 
the  late  1940s,  the  ANS  introduced 
Museum  Notes,  which  included  arti- 
cles detailing  research  conducted  on 
topics  related  to  the  Society’s  hold- 
ings, as  well  as  original  scholarship 
in  the  field  of  numismatics.  (Museum 
Notes  would  be  succeeded  in  the  late 
1990s  by  the  American  Journal  of 


Numismatics,  second  series.)  At  the 
same  time,  the  ANS  also  began  pub- 
lishing Numismatic  Literature,  a peri- 
odical that  included  abstracts  of 
recent  articles  and  books  relating  to 
numismatics.  This  latter  periodical 
remains  in  publication. 

Website  Structure 

The  new  website  has  been  designed 
to  provide  information  about  each  of 
the  monograph  series  and  periodicals 
that  the  ANS  has  published.  Visitors 
to  the  site  initially  can  read  brief 
descriptions  about  each  series  or  peri- 
odical and  view  an  image  of  the  first 
issue  of  that  publication.  For  period- 
icals, the  frequency  of  publication  is 
also  included. 


For  those  who  want  additional 
information  about  the  monograph 
series,  we  have  provided  hyperlinks 
to  bibliographic  entries  for  each 
monograph  issued  in  each  series. 
This  enables  visitors  to  review  the 
chronological  publishing  of  all  titles 
in  the  series. 

We  are  planning  further  develop- 
ments for  the  site,  such  as  a listing  of 
monographs  that  have  not  been  pub- 
lished as  part  of  an  ongoing  series.  LW-U 
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Library  News 

Benefit  Auction 


xnrir  tv 

BY  FRANCIS  D.  CAMPBELL 


in  what  has  thus  far  been  a very 
eventful  year  for  the  Library, 
the  Library  Committee,  under 
the  direction  of  John  W. 
Adams,  has  most  recently  held 
a benefit  auction  in  support  of  the 
Library  Chair.  Held  on  August  19th, 
in  conjunction  with  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Convention 
in  Pittsburgh,  the  auction  was  a great 
success  and,  despite  a rainy  evening, 
was  well  attended.  It  took  place  at 
Tambellinils  Restaurant,  just  a few 
blocks  distance  from  the  Convention 
Center,  where  all  registrants  were 
treated  to  cocktails  and  dinner  fol- 
lowed by  the  auction.  Committee 
Chairman,  John  W.  Adams,  was  a 
great  Master  of  Ceremonies  and 
Committee  member,  George  F. 
Kolbe,  donated  his  time  and  services 
in  conducting  the  sale,  to  which  he 
also  contributed  a number  of  lots. 
Committee  member  Wayne  Homren 
was  our  host  in  Pittsburgh  and  guided 
us  in  securing  the  auction  site.  The 
auction  itself  was  called  by  Denis 
Loring,  who  entertained  all  present 
while  coaxing  bidders  to  part  with 
their  money.  The  sale  realized  just 
under  $90,000.00  for  the  Francis  D. 
Campbell  Library  Chair. 

Setting  the  tone  for  the  auction  with 
his  bid  on  lot  1,  was  ANS  President, 
Donald  G.  Partrick,  who  offered  an 
anonymous  bid  of  $10,000.  This  tone 
was  continued  throughout  the  sale 
and  when  the  last  lot  was  reached 
(i.e..  No.  50)  it  was  decided  to  add  a 
51st,  a copy  of  the  sale  catalogue 
signed  by  the  attendees.  Enthusiastic 
bidding  for  this  lot  followed  with 
Victor  England  offering  the  success- 
ful bid.  Victor  then  decided  that  the 
most  appropriate  home  for  the  cata- 


American  Numismatic  Society 
Library  Chair  Endowment 
Benefit  Public  and 
Mail  Auction  Sale 

Featuring  Rare  and  Important  Numismatic  Works 
Thursday,  August  19, 2004 


Dinner  and  Auction 

Reception! Dinner  6:00  PM  • Auction. : 8:00  PM 
Tambcllini  Ristorante 
139  Seventh  Street,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
Tickets,  $30  per  Person  includes  Dinner  and  Auction 

Reservations  are  available  from  John  W.  Adams 
60  State  Street,  12th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02109 


Telephone,  Fax  & email  Bidu  Will  be 
Accepted  Through  Tuesday,  August  17 


Catalogued  and  Sold  by 

George  Frederick  Kolbe  • Fine  Numismatic  Hooks 

K O.  Drawer  3100  - Crestline,  CA  02325-3100  USA 
T<eU  1 IWyi  SStt-6527  - F me:  (909)  Sdti- &9b0  - ecuaU:  GEKfcJBumialit-«iai  • web  biter  wvrwmimirtit.cnm 
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Library  benefit  auction  catalog  signed  by 
attendees. 

logue  would  be  the  ANS  Library  and 
he  graciously  donated  it.  Several  of 
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the  other  bidders  at  the  sale  extended 
their  generosity  by  donating  to  the 
ANS  Library  the  lots  that  they 
acquired.  George  Kolbe  donated  a 
unique  eight-volume  manuscript  on 
the  coins  of  Europe  and  the  New 
World,  which  represents  the  cata- 
logue of  the  collection  formed  by 
Louis  de  Boissiere,  Count  of 
Chambors.  Anthony  Terranova 
matched  the  bid  of  John  W.  Adams, 
who  successfully  bid  on  an  important 
photographic  archive  of  Presidential 
Coin  and  Antique  Company,  which 
he  then  donated  to  the  Library. 
Thanks  are  due  to  all  those  who 
donated  items  to  the  sale.  These 
included,  John  W.  Adams,  John  P. 
Donoghue,  Dan  Lreidus,  Alan  and 
Maureen  Grace,  Chris  Hoelzle, 
Wayne  K.  Homren,  Jonathan  H. 
Kagan,  George  L.  Kolbe,  Joseph 
Lasser,  H.  Joseph  Levine,  P.  Scott 
Rubin,  Anthony  Terranova,  David 
Enders  Tripp,  and  Richard  B. 
Witschonke. 

Although  primarily  preoccupied 
this  year  with  moving  the  library  to 
the  new  building,  the  benefit  auction 
is  the  latest  of  several  important 
events.  The  dedication  of  our  new 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Library  was  held 
on  December  2,  with  members  of  the 
Harry  W.  Bass  Loundation  present. 
On  behalf  of  the  Loundation,  Doris 
Bass,  President,  presented  the 
Society  with  a check  in  the  amount  of 
$400,000.00.  This  brought  the 
Loundatiom's  total  contributions  to 
the  Society  to  over  $4,000,000.00. 

On  May  13th,  the  5th  floor  reading 
room  of  the  new  Library  was  official- 
ly named  the  John  J.  Lord,  Jr. 
Reading  Room.  John,  was  for  many 
years  a partner  at  the  New 
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Netherlands  Coin  Company  here  in 
New  York  and  was  responsible  for 
many  of  that  firm’s  finest  auction  cat- 
alogues. The  dedication  ceremony, 
which  was  well-attended  by  members 
of  the  Ford  family  and  numerous 
guests,  provided  the  opportunity  for 
old  friends  to  reminisce  about  John’s 
career  and  inspect  the  room  that  will 
bear  his  name.  Since  the  official 
opening  of  the  Society  on  June  18th, 
the  library  has  received  a number  of 
visitors  who  have  been  favorably 
impressed  with  the  Library’s  new 
facilities. 

Although  the  Library’s  plans  for  a 
facsimile  series  have  been  delayed 
somewhat  by  problems  associated 
with  formatting  and  paper  selection, 
Dan  Hamelberg  has  resolved  those 
problems  and  we  will  soon  be  offer- 
ing two  versions  of  the  1828  George 
Nichols  auction  broadside  that  are 
sure  to  please  bibliophiles.  The 
extremely  rare  Nichols  sale,  consist- 
ing of  the  Estate  of  Benjamin 
Watkins,  is  the  first  listing  in  E.J. 
Attinelli’s  ‘Numisgraphics  O,’  pub- 
lished in  1876. 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the 


‘Magazine,’  long-time  Assistant 
Librarian,  Barbara  Bonous-Smit  has 
recently  accepted  an  Assistant 
Professor  position  at  Queensborough 
Community  College,  where  she  will 
work  in  The  Kurt  R.  Schmeller 
Library  as  Interlibrary  Loan 


Librarian.  Barbara  will  be  difficult  to 
replace  and  she  will  be  missed  as  a 
colleague. 

A Tribute  Volume  for  Paul  Z. 
Bedoukian  edited  by  Yeghia  T. 
Nercessian,  founder  of  the  Armenian 
Numismatic  Society,  has  recently 
donated  to  the  Library  a copy  of 
‘Selected  Numismatic  Studies  II,’ 
which  contains  some  forty  research 
papers  written  by  Paul  Z.  Bedoukian 
in  the  two  decades  prior  to  his  death 
on  June  29,  2001.  Together  with  the 
contents  of  an  earlier  first  volume 
bearing  the  same  title  and  published 
while  Paul  was  still  alive,  this  second 
volume  provides  a fitting  tribute  ‘to  a 
scholar  who  became  the  modern 
architect  of  Armenian  numismatics.’ 
The  autobiographical  article  with 
which  the  volume  begins  bears  testi- 
mony to  a lifetime  of  achievement  in 
spite  of  extreme  suffering  and  hard- 
ship during  Paul’s  early  years.  It 
should  be  read  not  only  by  numisma- 
tists but  by  all  those  who  would  have 
an  example  of  the  heights  to  which 
the  human  spirit  can  arise.  fit.'fl'J 


The  Remarkable  Huntingtons 

by  Mary  Mitchell  and  Albert  S.  Qoodrich 

The  Remarkable  Huntingtons  is  the  chronicle  of  the  marriage  of  Archer  and  Anna 
Hyatt  Huntington,  who  wed  in  1923  when  he  was  57  years  old  and  she  was  47.  At  the 
time  of  their  marriage  both  had  achieved  individual  fame,  he  for  his  riches  and  philan- 
thropy, and  she  for  her  work  as  a sculptor.  A lifelong  collector,  Archer  had  amassed  over 
30,000  coins  by  the  time  he  retired  in  1946.  That  same  year,  he  sought  to  transfer  these 
coins  from  the  Hispanic  Society  to  the  neighboring  American  Numismatic  Society;  both 
institutions  he  had  helped  settle  into  Audubon  Terrace  decades  earlier. 

Using  a number  of  sources,  including  Anna’s  voluminous  diaries,  the  authors  illustrate 
the  lives  of  this  extraordinary  couple  and  their  many  achievements. 

To  order  this  book,  please  contact  Joanne  Isaac  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1306  or 
isaace@numismatics.org,  or  send  a check  to  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  96  Fulton 
St.,  New  York,  NY,  10038. 

$23.00  per  book  + shipping 
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A Reawakening  in  the  21st  Century: 
The  Berlin  Coin  Cabinet  Reopens 


BY  BERNHARD  WEISS 


On  October  22,  2004, 
the  Miinzkabinett  in  the 
Bode-Museum  in  Berlin, 

Germany  re-opened  its 
doors  after  a five-year 
renovation  project. 

Located  on  the  historic 
“Museuminsel”  (island 
of  museums)  in  Berlin, 
the  coin  cabinet  is  part  of 
a larger  museum  com- 
plex, which  became  a 
UNESCO  world  heritage 
site  five  years  ago.  The 
coin  cabinet  was  opened 
by  the  German  Finance 
Minister  Hans  Eichel  in  the  presence 
of  many  friends  and  numismatists. 
The  renovation  of  the  facilities, 
which  cost  over  5 million  Euros 
($6.5million  ),  restored  the  museum 
including  much  of  its  furniture  to  its 
original  1904  state.  To  celebrate  the 
re-opening,  the  staff  and  its  director. 
Dr.  Bemd  Kluge,  opened  the  historic 
vault  room  of  the  cabinet  to  the  pub- 
lic. Visitors  waited  for  over  three 
hours  to  see  the  famous  storage  facil- 
ities, which  are  generally  only  open 
to  staff  members.  Another  highlight 
of  the  opening  was  the  generous 
donation  of  an  endowment  fund  of 
100,000  Euro  for  new  coin  acquisi- 
tion, made  by  Helga  and  Erivan 
Haub. 


From  Royal  Collection  to 
Research  llnstitute 

As  with  most  other  German  and 
European  coin  cabinets,  the  Berlin 
coin  cabinet  has  its  roots  in  the  col- 
lection of  a prince.  In  the  sixteeenth 
century,  the  monarch  Joachim  II 
(1535-1571)  maintained  a coin  col- 
lection as  part  of  his  “Kunstkammer” 
(chamber  of  art).  The  inventories 


View  of  the  royal  Kunstkammer 
(chamber  of  art)  in  Berlin,  1704. 

from  1619  to  1649  document  his 
interest  in  ancient  coins.  In  the 
course  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
several  other  German  collections 
became  part  of  the  Berlin  cabinet, 
which  was  administered  by  librarians 
until  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  It  was  Julius  Friedlander 
(1813-1 884),  one  of  the  most  eminent 
German  numismatists,  who  changed 
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the  nature  of  the  cabinet  at 
the  museum  during  his 
45-year  tenure.  Thanks  to 
his  collecting  activities 
and  the  ample  funds  that 
were  available  in  the  early 
years  of  the  German 
empire  after  1871,  the  col- 
lection rapidly  grew  to 
one  of  the  most  important 
collections  in  the  world. 
In  1884  when 
Friedlaender  died,  the 
cabinet  had  198,000  coins 
and  medals.  On  the  acad- 
emic side,  some  of  the 
brightest  German  scholars  were  join- 
ing the  cabinet.  Contemporaries  or 
students  of  Theodor  Mommsen,  him- 
self an  emminent  numismatist  and 
the  only  ancient  historian  ever  to  win 
the  Nobel  Prize  for  Literature,  were 
now  in  charge  at  the  coin  cabinet. 
Scholars  such  as  Alfred  von  Sallet 
and  Heinrich  Dressel  were  an  impor- 
tant influence  on  numismatics  in 
Germany.  In  1 874,  the  Zeitschrift  fur 
Numismatik  was  founded,  and  in 
1889  the  Corpus  Nummorum , a 
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research  project  collecting  numismat- 
ic data  on  ancient  mints,  was  found- 
ed. At  the  same  time,  the  coin  cabi- 
net became  home  to  collectors  and 
amateurs  such  as  Hermann 
Dannenberg  and  Friedrich  Imhoof- 
Blumer.  Many  students  of  that  peri- 
od became  eminent  curators  in  other 
collections  in  Munich,  Gotha  or 
Athens. 


The  Move  to  the 
MuseumschloB  in  1904 

Since  1830  the  coin  cabinet  had 
been  housed  in  the  Royal  Museum 
(today  the  Alte  Museum),  built  by  the 
German  master  architect  Karl 
Friedrich  Schinkel.  The  coin  cabinet 
was  given  a new  home  in  the  neo- 
baroch  building  of  the  Kaiser 
Friedrich  Museum,  which  was 
being  constructed  by  the  architect 
Eberhard  von  Ihne.  Housed  in  a 
long  corridor  the  new  museum's 
central  piece  was  and  is  the  60  m 
(196  feet)  long  vault  room.  In  addi- 
tion there  are  offices  for  staff  and 
conservators,  a library  and  adminis- 
trative quarters.  The  long  coin  cabi- 
nets were  then  a state-of-the-art  stor- 
age system,  which  was  a departure 
from  the  traditional  method  of  storing 
coins  in  small  wooden  cabinets.  The 
new  system,  which  resembles  more 
the  machine  room  of  an  ocean  liner 
than  museum  storage,  was  made  of 
stainless-steel  cabinets,  which  house 
large  trays.  Interestingly  this  system 
was  later  adopted  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  when  it  renovat- 
ed its  building  and  built  the  upper 
vault  in  the  1930s. 

Until  the  end  of  the  First  World 
War  in  1919  the  collection  kept  grow- 
ing. By  then  the  Berlin  coin  cabinet 
contained  335,000  objects:  140,000 
ancient  coins,  131,000  medieval  and 
modem  coins,  30,500  Oriental  coins, 
21,000  medals,  4,500  tokens,  6,000 
pieces  of  paper  currency  and  2,000 
dies  and  seals.  The  economic  decline 
during  the  Weimar  Republic  had  its 
effect  on  the  coin  cabinet,  although 
by  1930  the  collection  still  grew  to 
about  414,800  objects.  With  the 
takeover  of  the  Nazis  in  1933,  numis- 
matic activities  in  the  coin  cabinet 


Reverse  of  a medal  by  Wilhelm 
Haverkamp  commemorating  the  open- 
ing of  the  Kaiser  Friedrich  Museum  in 
1904. 

and  the  collector  community  came  to 
a halt.  Many  of  the  eminent  numis- 
matists such  as  Philipp  Lederer  and 
Felix  Schlesinger  were  driven  out  of 
Berlin,  the  German  journal,  the 
Zeitschrift  fiir  Numismatik,  ceased  to 
publish,  and  after  the  death  of  Kurt 
Regling,  curator  of  the  Berlin  cabi- 
net, there  were  no  further  academic 
activities. 

In  1942,  the  entire  coin  collection 
was  moved  to  the  air  raid  shelters  in 
the  basements  of  the  Pergamon 
Museum.  The  Bode-Museum  suf- 
fered major  damage,  and  in  1945  the 
Soviet  army  removed  the  coin  collec- 
tions and  the  entire  library  as  part  of 
the  reparation  payments  to  Moscow. 
Although  the  coins  were  returned  in 
1958  after  Khrushchev  became  prime 
minister  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the 


numismatic  library  remains  in 
Moscow  to  the  present  day.  Under 
the  East  German  communist  govern- 
ment, the  curators  of  the  collection 
were  primarily  occupied  of  putting 
the  coins  back  into  some  orderly 
fashion.  The  political  situation, 
which  generally  led  to  scholarly  iso- 
lation, had  less  of  an  effect  on  the 
Berlin  coin  cabinet,  where  visitors 
from  abroad  continued  to  come  for 
research.  Due  to  the  lack  of  hard  cur- 
rency it  was  impossible  to  purchase 
books  but  thanks  to  a steady  stream 
of  gifts  the  library  again  is  growing. 
Since  the  German  reunification  in 
1990,  the  curatorial  staff  has  not  only 
undertaken  a successful  renovation  of 
the  museum,  but  has  also  published 
extensively.  Future  plans  include  the 
cataloguing  of  the  museum’s  exten- 
sive collections.  F-T’UmI 

Bernhard  Weisser  is  a curator  at 
the  Berlin  Coin  Cabinet. 

Further  reading: 

A full  history  of  the  coin  cabinet  is 
available  in  German  on  the  website 
of  the  coin  cabinet 
http:llwww.smb.spk- 
berlin.de  :8000/smpkl del  sammlun- 
genlmkl index. jsp,  or  in  print : Bernd 
Kluge , Das  Miinzkabinett.  Museum 
und  Wissenschaftsinstitut.  Berlin 
2004  (Das  Kabinett  9) 
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Arras  Hoard  Coins  at  the  ANS 

BY  SEBAST 


1 he  village  of  Beaurains  lies  just  to  south  of  the  larger 
town  of  Arras  in  Northern  France.  On  May  2nd,  1922,  a 
group  of  Belgian  laborers,  working  at  the  northern  edge  of 
the  village,  discovered  a hoard  of  over  400  coins,  approxi- 
mately 40  late  Roman  medallions,  and  a variety  of  cameos 
and  jewelry  buried  in  a silver  vase  that  was  itself  protected 
by  a clay  pot.  Unfortunately,  these  valuable  objects  were  left 
unprotected  during  the  first  night  after  their  discovery  and 
many  were  stolen. 

Known  either  as  the  Arras  Hoard  or  Tresor  de  Beaurains, 
the  surviving  material  from  this  remarkable  hoard,  which 
closed  in  AD  315,  quickly  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
numismatic  world,  including  some  of  the  ANS’  best-known 
members  and  associates.  By  1923,  Arras  hoard  coins  were 
appearing  in  numismatic  sales,  and  scholarly  publication 
followed  soon  after.  Edward  Newell,  along  with  his  wife 


Figure  1 : Aureus  of  Postumus  in  octagonal  setting  (AD  266). 
Postumus  and  Hercules  jugate/Hercufes  wrestling  lion  (no. 
B23.8).  (ANS  1 967. 1 53. 1 99,  A.M.  Newell  Bequest). 

Adra,  was  an  active  purchaser  at  this  time,  and  in  1925  he 
donated  two  Arras  hoard  coins  to  the  Society.  Newell  had 


Figure  2:10-aurei  medallion  (AD  294).  Diocletian  and 
Galerius  Caesar/Maximian  and  Constantius  Caesar  (no.  197). 
(ANS  1967.153.38,  A.M.  Newell  bequest.). 


IAN  HEATH 

been  ANS  President  since  1916  and  by  the  1920s  had 
already  established  himself  as  a leading  numismatic  scholar. 
In  1926,  Agnes  Baldwin,  later  Baldwin  Brett,  who  had  been 
ANS  Curator  from  1910  to  1913,  described  four  medallions 
from  the  hoard  in  the  Society’s  series  Numismatic  Notes  and 
Monographs.  In  1930,  Sir  Arthur  Evans,  most  famous  for 
the  excavations  he  began  in  1900  at  the  Minoan  palace  of 
Knossos  on  Crete,  published  an  article  in  the  Numismatic 
Chronicle  in  which  he  used  Arras  hoard  material  as  evidence 
for  the  date  of  the  introduction  of  the  solidus,  the  late  Roman 
gold  coin  struck  at  72  to  the  Roman  pound.  Evans  argued  for 
an  early  date  for  the  solidus,  and  his  article  prompted  a 
response  from  Baldwin  Brett,  which  appeared  in  1933  and 
included  a more  complete  catalog  of  the  late  Roman  gold 
coinage  from  the  hoard.  She  refuted  Evans’  arguments  and 
helped  confirm  a Constantinian  date  for  the  solidus. 

The  impressive  medallions  from  the  hoard  have  also 
attracted  much  study,  including  their  appearance  in  Jocelyn 
Toynbee’s  Roman  Medallions,  published  in  1944  by  the 
ANS  as  the  fifth  volume  in  our  series  Numismatic  Studies. 
Despite  this  sustained  scholarly  interest,  it  was  not  until 
1977  that  a complete  and  fully-illustrated  catalog  of  the 


Figure  3:10-aurei  medallion  (AD  294).  Constantius  Caesar 
and  Galerius  Caesar/Caesars  sacrificing  (no.  160).  (ANS 
1944.100.63131,  E.T.  Newell  bequest). 


known  coins  from  the  Arras  Hoard  was  published  by  Pierre 
Bastien.  In  the  same  volume,  Catherine  Metzger  described 
the  surviving  jewelry,  cameos,  and  other  objects.  While  this 
selection  of  scholarship  on  the  Arras  hoard  is  hardly  a com- 
plete overview,  the  fact  that  the  five  numismatic  scholars 
mentioned  above  are  all  Huntington  Medal  honorees  - 
Newell  in  1918,  Baldwin  Brett  in  1919,  Evans  in  1940, 
Toynbee  in  1956,  and  Bastien  in  1975  - is  a further  indica- 
tion of  the  central  role  that  the  hoard  has  played  in  Roman 
numismatics  since  its  discovery  in  1922. 
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Even  now,  however,  new  material  continues  to  come  to 
light.  For  example,  the  Leu  Numismatik  Auction  91  catalog 
offered  coins  said  to  be  from  the  hoard  but  not  listed  in 
Bastien’s  catalog.  It  is  also  worth  noting  the  superb  color 
illustrations  of  Arras  hoard  material  that  appeared  in  the 
Numismatica  Ars  Classica  Auction  24  catalog. 

For  its  part,  the  ANS  has  held  58  Arras  hoard  coins  in  its 
collections  - two  of  which  were  de-accessioned  as  dupli- 
cates - and  only  the  municipal  museum  at  Arras  keeps  a larg- 
er group.  The  ANS  pieces  are  all  listed  by  Bastien-Metzger 
number  in  table  1.  The  first  of  these,  B23.8,  is  an  aureus  of 
Postumus,  now  enclosed  in  an  openwork  octagon  that  trans- 
formed the  coin  into  a pendant  in  a splendid  3rd  century 
necklace  (fig.  I).  Two  10-aurei  medallions  of  294  are  also 
remarkable  (figs.  2 and  3).  These  celebrate  the  institution  of 
the  Tetrarchy  by  the  Emperor  Diocletian  in  293.  Diocletian 
came  to  power  in  284  and  was  instrumental  in  putting  an  end 

to  decades  of  political  and 
military  turmoil  in  the  Roman 
Empire.  He  was  also  a great 
reformer,  who  believed  that 
the  empire  was  too  large  to  be 
governed  by  a single  ruler. 
Accordingly,  by  293,  he  had 
divided  the  territory  of  the 
empire  into  two  administrative 
halves,  and  appointed  the 
emperor  Maximian  to  rule 
with  the  title  of  Augustus  in 
the  west,  while  he  ruled  as 
Augustus  in  the  east.  Junior 
emperors,  or  Caesars,  were 
also  appointed,  and  figure  2 
shows  portraits  of  the  four 
office  holders  bound  together 
on  one  medallion.  On  each 
side,  the  Augustus  is  on  the  left 
and  is  just  slightly  elevated  in 
comparison  to  his  subordinate 
Caesar.  Figure  2 shows  the 
Caesars  Constantius  and 
Galerius  in  confronted  busts 
on  the  obverse  and  sacrificing 
on  the  reverse.  Together,  these 
two  medallions  promote  the 
ideals  of  shared  authority  and 
partnership  that  lay  at  the  heart 
of  the  tetrarchic  system. 

Other  ANS  coins  also  reveal 
distinctive  features  of  the 
hoard.  The  aurei  shown  in  fig- 
ures 4 and  5 were  struck  in 
Rome  for  Diocletian  and  his  Caesar  Galerius  between  294 
and  299.  The  coins  share  the  same  reverse  die,  depicting  a 
camp  gate,  and  this  pair  is  just  one  example  of  the  many  die- 
links  within  the  hoard.  These  links,  and  the  presence  of  a 


large  number  of  medallions,  are  strong  evidence  that  the 
hoard  belonged  to  a high  ranking  military  officer  and  repre- 
sents his  savings  from  the  largess  distributed  by  the  emper- 
ors after  military  victories,  or  on  the  major  anniversaries  of 
the  their  rule.  Like  the  hoard  itself,  most  of  the  ANS  pieces 
were  struck  in  Trier  so  that  the  officer  may  well  have  served 
in  northern  campaigns. 

Most  of  the  Society’s  Arras  hoard  coins  are  from  the 
Newell  collection,  a further  sign  of  Newell’s  exceptional 
generosity  towards  the  Society.  Though  best  known  as  a 
scholar  and  donor  of  Greek  coins,  Newell’s  gifts  to  the  ANS 
touched  most  areas  of  the  collection,  and  he  is  responsible 
for  many  of  the  great  treasures  in  the  Roman  department.  His 
1925  donation  of  two  Arras  hoard  coins,  numbers  89  and  1 72 
in  table  1,  has  already  been  mentioned.  Following  his  death 
in  1941,  the  ANS  took  formal  possession  of  most  of  his  col- 
lection in  1944.  This  material  included  46  coins  uncovered 
at  Beaurains.  By  the  terms  of  Newell’s  will,  however,  Adra 
Newell  kept  1000  pieces  for  her  own  enjoyment.  At  the  divi- 
sion of  her  husband’s  collection,  Mrs.  Newell  selected  seven 
Arras  hoard  coins:  the  pendant  aureus  of  Postumus  (B23.8), 
the  medallion  of  the  four  tetrarchs  (no.  197),  an  aureus  of 
Maxentius  Caesar  struck  in  Carthage  (no.  4),  an  aureus  of  the 
usurper  Carausius  (no.  194),  an  aureus  each  for  Constantius 
and  Galerius  as  Caesar  (nos.  233  and  261),  and  the  only  coin 
of  Licinius  in  the  hoard  (fig.  6,  464).  These  are  all  excep- 
tional pieces  and  show  that  Mrs.  Newell  shared  her  hus- 
band’s deep  interest  in  numismatics.  In  1967,  following  Mrs. 
Newell’s  death,  these  coins  also  came  to  the  Society  and 
were  accessioned  in  that  year.  Of  the  three  other  ANS  mem- 
bers who  gave  Arras  Hoard  coins,  Mrs.  H.  Chalifoux,  an 
anonymous  donor  of  much  Greek  and  Roman  gold,  and  Mr. 
H.  Miller,  who  bequeathed  his  collection  in  1957,  stand  out 
as  particularly  generous  supporters  of  the  Society.  EE03 
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Figure  4:  Aureus  of 
Diocletian  (AD  294).  Head 
r./Camp  gate  (no.  176). 
(ANS  1944.100.2802,  E.T. 
Newell  bequest). 


Figure  5:Aureus  of  Galerius 
(AD  294).  Head  r./Camp 
gate  (no.  1 82).  (ANS 
1944.100.203,  E.T.  Newell 
bequest). 


Figure  6:Aureus  of  Licinius 
(AD  312-313).  Head 
r./Jupiter  seated  I.  ( ANS 
1967.153.41,  A.M.  Newell 
bequest). 
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Table  1:  Arras  Hoard  Coins  Listed  by  Bastien-Metzger  Number 


No. 

ANS  Acc.  No. 

— 

Mint 

Emperor 

Denomination 

Reference 

B23.8 

1967.153.199 

Cologne 

Postumus 

Aureus 

Cf.  RIC  274 

4 

1967.153.27 

Carthage 

Maxentius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  48a 

29 

1944.100.3647 

Thessalonica 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  3 

33 

1944.100.5285 

Siscia 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  17a 

35 

1944.100.5538 

Aquileia 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  7a 

40 

1944.100.5536 

Aquileia 

Maximien 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  2b 

42 

1944.100.5539 

Aquileia 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  10 

89 

1925.28.2 

Rome 

Faustina  Sr. 

Aureus 

RIC  3,  378 

138 

1944.100.38199 

Rome 

Maximian 

Aureus 

RIC  5,  492 

155 

1944.100.38222 

Rome 

Maximian 

Aureus 

Depeyrot  7/2 

156 

1944.100.38223 

Rome 

Maximian 

Aureus 

Depeyrot  5/8 

160 

1944.100.63131 

Rome 

Constantius  Caesar 
and  Galerius  Caesar  1 

Medallion  of 

10  Aurei 

Toynbee  PI.  9.4 

163 

1944.100.38225 

Rome 

Maximian 

Aureus 

Cf.  Depeyrot  9/5-7 

170 

1944.100.38309 

Rome 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

Depeyrot  9/12 

171 

1944.100.38308 

Rome 

Galerius  Caesar 

Aureus 

Depeyrot  9/1 1 

172 

1925.28.1 

Rome 

Maximian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  5b 

175 

1944.100.2801 

Rome 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  7a 

176 

1944.100.2802 

Rome 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  7a 

182 

1944.100.2803 

Rome 

Galerius  Casesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  8b 

183 

1944.100.2982 

Rome 

Galerius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  113 

193 

1944.100.38226 

London 

Maximian 

Aureus 

Depeyrot  3/5 

194 

1967.153.91 

London 

Carausius 

Aureus 

Depeyrot  3/6 

197 

1967.153.38 

Trier 

Diocletian, Maximian, 
Constantius,  & Galerius 

Medallion  of  10 
Aurei 

Toynbee  PI.  8.2 

200 

1944.100.5851 

Trier 

Maximian 

Aureus 

RIC  6, 14 

201 

1944.100.5852 

Trier 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6, 16 

204 

1952.42.1 

Trier 

Maximian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  9 

229 

1944.100.5865 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  88 

230 

1944.100.5866 

Trier 

Galerius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  89 

233 

1967.153.39 

Trier 

Galerius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  38 

239 

1944.100.5861 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  67 

240 

1944.100.5864 

Trier 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  77 

251 

1944.100.5857 

Trier 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  54 

261 

1967.153.40 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  61 

265 

1944.100.5858 

Trier 

Galerius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  62 

268 

1944.100.5859 

Trier 

Galerius  Casesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  63 

272 

1944.100.5860 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  64 

287 

1944.100.5863 

Trier 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  75 

307 

1944.100.5867 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  95 

315 

1944.100.5855 

Trier 

Diocletian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  52 

317 

1944.100.5856 

Trier 

Galerius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  53 

336 

1944.100.5853 

Trier 

Maximian 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  43 

355 

1944.100.5854 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  45 

367 

1957.172.329 

Trier 

Constantius  Casesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  45 

386 

1944.100.5862 

Trier 

Constantius  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  74a 

392 

1955.191.6 

Trier 

Galerius  Casesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  78b 

404 

1944.100.5963 

Trier 

Consantius 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  634a 

412 

1944.100.5958 

Trier 

Constantius 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  628a 

414 

1944.100.5959 

Trier 

Severus  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  628b 

415 

1944.100.5955 

Trier 

Constantius 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  620a 

423 

1944.100.5957 

Trier 

Galerius 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  625a 

428 

1944.100.5960 

Trier 

Severus  Caesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  630a 

433 

1944.100.5961 

Trier 

Maximinus  Casesar 

Aureus 

RIC  6,  631 

442 

1944.100.5994 

Trier 

Constantine 

Argenteus 

RIC  6,  758 

449 

1944.100.6006 

Trier 

Constantine 

Solidus 

RIC  6,  814 

458 

1944.100.6012 

Trier 

Constantine 

Argenteus 

RIC  6,  828 

464 

1967.153.41 

Trier 

Licinius 

Solidus 

RIC  6,  813 

467 

1944.100.6007 

Trier 

Constantine 

Solidus 

RIC  6,  815 

470 

1944.100.6008 

Trier 

Constantine 

Solidus 

RIC  6,  820 

BY  PAMALA 

plummer-Wright 


AS  THE  ANS  SETTLES  INTO  ITS  NEW  HOME  AT  96 
Fulton  Street  we  have  much  news  to  report  in 

THE  AREA  OF  FUNDRAISING.  FIRST  WE  ARE  IN  FULL 
SWING  WITH  OUR  CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN  A COMPLETE 
BROCHURE  AND  LIST  OF  NAMING  OPPORTUNITIES  HAS 
BEEN  PUBLISHED  WHICH  DESCRIBES  WHAT  OUR 
GOALS  ARE  GOING  FORWARD  AND  HOW  YOU  CAN 

help.  This  includes  endowments  for  curatori- 
al AND  STAFF  POSITIONS,  COLLECTIONS,  LIBRARY 
AND  RESEARCH  FACILITIES,  THE  MUSEUM  OF  MONEY 
AND  AFFILIATED  PROGRAMS.  PLEASE  CONTACT  ME 
DIRECTLY  IF  YOU  ARE  INTERESTED  IN  DISCUSSING 
THESE  OPPORTUNITIES.  ALSO  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  WEB- 
SITE WHERE  THE  BROCHURE  AND  THE  NEWLY  CREAT- 
ED “Ways  of  Giving”  section  can  be  viewed. 


Join  the  August  B.  Sage  Society 

Create  a legacy  for  the  future  by  including  the  ANS  in  your  will 
and  becoming  a member  of  the  August  B.  Sage  Society.  Wills  are 
the  central  pillar  of  estate  planning  and  giving.  A gift  by  will  be 
known  as  a bequest,  and  provides  the  opportunity  to  create  a lega- 
cy for  the  ANS  once  your  needs  and  those  of  your  loved  ones  have 
been  met.  The  ANS  is  pleased  to  assist  you  and  your  legal  coun- 
sel by  providing  wording  to  ensure  the  ANS  can  accept  your  gift 
as  you  intend.  Bequests  provide  the  support  the  ANS  needs  to 
maintain  its  position  as  the  foremost  institution  of  its  kind  devot- 
ed to  the  study  of  coins,  medal  and  paper  currency. 


Library  Committee  Has  Blockbuster  Auction  Results 

The  Library  Committee,  under  the  direction  of  John  Adams,  host- 
ed an  extremely  successful  book  auction  in  conjunction  with  the 
ANA  Convention  in  Pittsburgh.  The  auction  realized  $90,000 
which  will  benefit  the  Francis  D.  Campbell  Library  Chair.  A spe- 
cial thanks  goes  to  George  Kolbe  and  Chairman  John  Adams  and 
Committee  Members  George  Kolbe,  Wayne  Homren  and  Dennis 
Loring  for  all  their  help  for  raising  over  $90,000. 


Total  Contributions  and  Income 

The  total  income  and  contributions  from 
March  1 to  November  1,  2004  was 

$1,099,397.12.  This  includes  a $200,000  gift 
from  the  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  family  completing  his 
pledge  towards  naming  the  Library  Reading 
Room,  as  well  as  a gift  of  $300,000  by  ANS 
Board  President  Donald  Partrick.  A special 
thank  you  to  Mr.  & Mrs.  Stanley  Deforest  Scott 
for  their  contribution  of  $50,000.  Mr.  Scott  is  a 
new  Member  of  the  ANS  Board  of  Trustees. 


The  Brasher  Circle,  ANS  Establishes  New 
Leadership  Giving  Circle 

Individuals  who  contribute  $10,000  or  more,  or 
whose  combined  contribution,  and/or  matching 
gifts  total  $10,000,  automatically  become  eligible 
for  membership  in  the  ANS’  leadership  society,  the 
Brasher  Circle.  Members  of  this  leadership  group 
have  opportunities  to  take  part  in  specially  orga- 
nized activities  and  enjoy  certain  advantages,  based 
upon  the  level  of  support  contributed. 

Members  are  invited  to  attend  select  lectures  and 
openings.  Most  importantly,  in  return  for  your  gift, 
you  receive  the  knowledge  that  you  have  made  a 
sound  investment  in  the  future  well-being  of  the 
ANS. 


Mid-Year  Appeal  Brings  in  Record 
Amount! 

The  Mid-Year  Appeal  sent  in  July,  raised  a 
record  amount  of  $49,265.  We  thank  all  of  our 
loyal  members  for  your  continued  support.  The 
end  of  the  year  appeal  will  be  sent  at  the  end  of 
November  2004.  The  Annual  Appeal  is  vital  to 
the  financial  success  of  the  ANS  as  it  goes  into 
the  unrestricted  gifts  which  have  a direct  and 
immediate  impact  on  the  quality  of  the  ANS'  ser- 
vices. So  please  give  generously  if  you  have  not 
already  done  so! 
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mismatic  Society 


Circle  Members  2004 


Bronze  Circle 

Anonymous 

Mr.  Jan  Olav  Aamlid 

Dr.  Jon  P.  Amato 

Dr.  Ermanno  Arslann 

Anonymous 

Prof.  Jere  Bacharach 

Mr.  Joseph  S.  Baile 

Mrs.  Cecilia  Bakula,  PhD 

Mr.  Allen  Berk 

Mr.  Harlan  J.  Berk 

Mr.  John  T.  Bolger 

Mr.  John  T.  Bolger 

Prof.  Glen  W.  Bowersock 

Mr.  Alfred  Buonaguro 

Mr.  Richard  Burdick 

Dr.  Philip  J.  Carrigan 

Mr.  Manuel  Casanueva 

Prof.  Alan  B.  Coleman 

Mr.  Les  Crawley 

Ms.  Beth  Deisher 

Mr.  Joseph  M.  DeMeo 

Mr.  Arthur  Roy  Doumaux,  Jr. 

Mr.  Brian  Lewis  Edlow 

Dr.  Donald  W.  Edlow 

Mrs.  Ellis  Edlow 

Mr.  J.  Graham  Esler 

Mr.  William  L.  Esposito 

Mr.  John  Farquharson 

Mr.  Seymour  Finkelstein 

Mr.  Arthur  M.  Fitts,  III 

Mr.  Joseph  C.  Foster 

Mr.  D.  Franceschi 

Dr.  & Mrs.  Ronald  B.  Gammill 

Mr.  Mike  Gasvoda 

Mrs.  Mamy  A.  Gilluly 

Mr.  David  D.  Gladfelter 

Mr.  Jerome  Haggerty 

Mr.  William  M.  Harkins 

Ms.  Cynthia  M.  Harrison 

Mr.  John  Haynes 

Mr.  Eric  Michael  Hildebrant 

Prof.  Roger  A.  Hornsby 

Mr.  Charles  Roy  Hoskins,  III 

Mr.  Raymond  Huckles 

Mr.  John  P.  Huffman 

Mr.  Lyndall  J.  Huggler 

Jean  Vinchon  Numismatique 

Mr.  Jonathan  H.  Kagan 

Mr.  Robert  A.  Kandel 

Mr.  Joseph  F.  Keane 


Mr.  Omar  S.  Khudari 
Mr.  Robert  Knapp 
Dr.  Daniel  L.  Koppersmith 
Mr.  Herbert  L.  Kreindler 
Prof.  John  H.  Kroll 
Mr.  Ross  Larson,  Jr. 

Mr.  William  J.  Leitold 

Ms.  Catharine  Edgerton  Lenker 

Mr.  Richard  Margolis 

Mr.  Werner  G.  Mayer 

Mr.  Richard  P.  Miller 

Mr.  D.  Verschoor 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Newman 

Mr.  Franklin  L.  Noel 

Mr.  David  W.  Norini 

Mr.  Casey  Noxon 

Mr.  Alan  W.  Pense 

Mr.  Elwood  Rafn 

Dr.  Ira  Rezak 

Mr.  Charley  Rhodes 

Mr.  Robert  J.  Rhue 

Mr.  Robert  J.  Riethe 

Dr.  Galen  B.  Ritchie 

Dr.  Agustin  A.  Rodriguez-Gonzalez 

Ms.  Carol  F.  Ross 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Row 

Mr.  Rudy  L.  Ruggles,  Jr. 

Ms.  Jane  Rumora 

Mr.  & Mrs.  Chris  & Julie  Salmon 

Dr.  Arnold  R.  Saslow 

Mr.  Donald  Scarinci 

Mr.  Leland  W.  Schubert 

Mr.  David  R.  Sear 

Dr.  Navin  C.  Shah  , MD 

Mr.  Barry  W.  Stallard 
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Ernest  Babelon.  Ancient  Numismatics 
and  its  History  Including  a Critical 
Review  of  the  Literature.  Elizabeth 
Saville,  trans.  Studies  in  the  History  of 
Numismatic  Literature  No.  2.  Crestline  / 
London:  George  Frederick  Kolbe 
Publications  / Spink,  2004.  Hb.  248  pp. 
ISBN  0-934352-07-0  (Kolbe)  / ISBN  1- 
902040-52-X  (Spink).  $68.50  / £ 70.00. 

In  2001  the  well-known  American 
and  British  numismatic  book  publish- 
ers and  distributors  George  Frederick 
Kolbe  and  Spink  & Son  Ltd.  joined 
forces  to  produce  the  first  volume  in 
a projected  series  on  Studies  in  the 
History  of  Numismatic  Literature. 
This  timely  series  is 
intended  to  make  acces- 
sible to  an  English- 
speaking  audience 
important  works  devoted 
to  numismatic  literature 
written  in  other  lan- 
guages as  well  as  to  pub- 
lish new  books  on  the 
subject.  The  first  vol- 
ume in  the  series  was  an 
excellent  revised  and 
updated  edition  of 
Ferdinando  Bassoli’s 
Monete  e Medaglie  nel 
Libro  Antico  dal  XV  al 
XIX  Secolo  (Florence, 

1985)  translated  into 
English  as  Antiquarian 
Books  on  Coins  and 
Medals  from  the  Fifteenth  to  the 
Nineteenth  Century 

(Crestline/London,  2001)  by 
Elizabeth  Saville.  In  the  present 
work,  representing  the  second  in  the 
series,  Saville  translates  the  first  part 
(“Introduction  generate  a l’etude  des 
monnaies  de  l'antiquite”)  of  the 
introductory  volume  of  Ernest 
Babelon’s  monumental  Traite  des 
monnaies  grecques  et  romains  (Paris, 
1901-1932),  one  of  the  great  classics 
of  numismatic  literature  and  a key 
stone  in  the  foundation  of  modern 
methodological  thought  on  the  study 
of  ancient  coinage. 

While  the  first  chapter  (pp.  13-26) 


of  Ancient  Numismatics  and  its 
History  serves  to  introduce  the  reader 
to  the  modem  definition  of  numis- 
matics as  well  as  to  identify  the 
regions  and  time  periods  that  fall 
under  the  branch  concerned  with  the 
coinage  of  antiquity,  the  second  (pp. 
27-50)  is  a spirited  defense  of  numis- 
matics as  the  tool  of  the  historian, 
archaeologist,  classicist,  and  art  his- 
torian. The  latter  is  well  worth  the 
reading  not  only  for  Babelon’s  enter- 
taining and  illustrative  analysis  of  an 
1878  cinq-francs  coin  in  the  guise  of 
a numismatist  of  the  far  future,  but 
for  his  detailed 
survey  of  the  evi- 
dence that  numis- 
matics can  offer 
for  the  better 
understanding  of 
ancient  political 
and  economic  his- 
tory, philology, 
epigraphy,  iconog- 
raphy, chronology, 
mythology,  archi- 
tecture, religion, 
and  even  sport. 
Although  written 
over  a century  ago, 
Babelon’s  words 
still  profoundly 
inspire  the  student 
of  ancient  numismatics,  even  in  an 
age  when  some  might  be  tempted  to 
question  the  legitimacy  of  the  coin 
cabinet  and  its  evidentiary  value. 

In  the  five  chapters  that  follow, 
Babelon  describes  the  marvelous 
pageant  of  colorful  characters  and 
new  ideas  responsible  for  developing 
the  study  of  ancient  numismatics  into 
a humanistic  science  capable  of  the 
types  of  revelation  discussed  in  chap- 
ter II.  We  are  introduced  to  the  very 
origin  of  numismatics  in  chapter  III 
(pp.  51-54),  where  Babelon  recounts 
the  few  surviving  anecdotes  of 
ancient  coin  collectors  and  the  coins 
that  found  their  way  into  the  reliquar- 
ies of  medieval  churches  as  well  as 


into  the  hands  ol  the  early  antiquari- 
ans of  the  Renaissance.  The  next 
three  chapters  continue  the  story  of 
numismatic  study  and  publication 
from  its  birth  as  a serious  pursuit  in 
the  sixteenth  century  (pp.  65-94)  to 
its  infancy  and  childhood  in  the  sev- 
enteenth and  early  eighteenth  cen- 
turies (pp.  95-126),  and  to  its  adoles- 
cence and  early  adulthood  in  the  later 
eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  cen- 
turies (pp.  127- 140).  Chapter  VII  (pp. 
141-214)  describes  the  mature  state 
of  numismatics  from  1836  to  1900  by 
the  geographical  regions  of  Europe. 
Here  the  reader  will  find  biographical 
and  bibliographical  snapshots  of  the 
great  luminaries  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  many  of  whose  treatises  and 
catalogues  are  still  indispensable  on 
the  shelf  of  the  numismatist  today. 
Some  will  probably  notice  that  North 
America,  including  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  has  been  left 
out.  This  is  not  overly  surprising, 
since  the  Society  had  only  resurrect- 
ed itself  in  the  1870s  after  years  of 
dissolution  and  did  not  make  its 
European  debut  until  the  Paris 
Exposition  of  1 900,  the  final  year  of 
Babelon’s  survey. 

A final  chapter  (pp.  215-236)  com- 
prises a list  of  some  224  sale  cata- 
logues of  major  collections  of  ancient 
coins  sold  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
with  the  caveat  that  only  catalogues 
with  accurate  descriptions  have  been 
included. 

Unlike  the  earlier  Bassoli  volume, 
which  included  revisions  and  addi- 
tions to  the  original  1985  publication, 
this  translation  of  Babelon  is  very 
Spartan  in  terms  of  added  material. 
In  some  cases  additional  footnotes 
have  been  included  to  translate  Greek 
and  Latin  text  and  technical  terms 
that  would  have  been  easily  under- 
standable to  educated  individuals  of 
Babelon’s  day,  but  which  may  seem 
arcane  in  our  own  time  of  the  twilight 
of  classical  education.  Notes  also 
translate  several  French  academic 
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and  political  titles  that  might  be  unfa- 
miliar to  an  English-speaking  audi- 
ence. Very  rarely  are  footnotes  used 
to  update  the  text,  as  on  page  136 
where  it  is  remarked  that  the  volumes 
of  Syiloge  Nummorum  Graecorum 
now  supplement  and  expand  T.E. 
Mionnet’s  Description  de  medailles 
antiques  (Paris,  1806)  described  by 
Babelon  as,  “the  furthest  reaching 
and  most  exact  compendium  of 
Greek  coins  ever  published.”  It  is  a 
little  unfortunate  that  more  notes 
were  not  included  to  indicate  when 
scholarship  of  the  nineteenth  century 
has  been  superseded  by  more  recent 
work  as,  for  example,  in  the  case  of 
the  Jewish  coinage  once  attributed  to 
Simon  the  Maccabee  (p.  143)  now 
known  to  have  been  struck  much 
later  by  Simon  Bar-Kochba.  Such 
additional  material  would  have  fur- 
ther enriched  Ancient  Numismatics 
and  its  History  for  numismatic  neo- 
phytes of  the  twenty-first  century.  It 
also  would  have  enhanced  the  book’s 
already  great  potential  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  numismatics  for  inclusion  in 
reading  lists  for  college  courses  on 
the  materials  and  methodologies  of 
ancient  history. 

The  quality  of  Elizabeth  Saville’s 
English  translation  is  generally  high, 
however,  a few  errors  have  crept  in, 
mainly  with  respect  to  technical 
terms  and  the  treatment  of  classical 
proper  names.  In  Babelon ’s  discus- 
sion of  what  the  military  historian 
can  learn  from  coinage  (p.  43),  the 
Balearic  Islanders  who  accompanied 
Hannibal  in  his  war  against  Rome  are 
mistakenly  described  as  rebels,  when 
in  fact  they  were  slingers.  This  mis- 
take stems  from  the  fact  that  the 
French  word  frondeur  (“slinger”) 
became  a descriptive  term  for  partic- 
ipants in  a series  of  uprisings  (the 
Fronde)  during  the  minority  of  Louis 
XIV  (1648-1653)  and  from  then  on 
developed  into  a general  term  for  any 
opponent  of  established  government. 
While  the  Romans  may  have  consid- 
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ered  the  Balearic  Islanders 
to  be  rebels  against  their 
authority,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that,  in  the  context  of 
a discussion  of  ancient 
troop  types  depicted  on 
coins,  Babelon  intended  us 
to  understand  the  original 
meaning  of  frondeur  when 
describing  them. 

At  times  Saville  also 
seems  unsure  about  how  to 
correctly  translate  some 
classical  proper  names 
from  French  to  English. 

Thus,  some  may  be  con- 
fused to  see  French  Eaque 
(p.  33)  for  English  Ajax, 
both  of  which  transliterate 
Latin  Aiax  for  Greek  Aias, 
the  tragic  hero  of  the 
Trojan  cycle.  Ligeia,  the 
Siren  depicted  on  coins  of 
Terina,  appears  under  her 
French  name  Licee,  while 
Sicilian  Messana  receives 
the  odd  form  “Messans”  (p. 

33).  Considering  the  close- 
ness of  the  letter  “s”  to  “a” 
on  the  keyboard,  the  latter 
is  probably  just  a typo- 
graphical error,  rather  than 
a conscious  mistranslation. 
Elsewhere,  when  the 
attempt  is  made  to  translate 
classical  proper  names 
from  French  to  English  the 
result  is  not  always  fully 
satisfying.  For  example, 
on  page  190,  Marinianus, 
the  third  son  of  Gallienus, 
has  been  transformed  into 
an  unknown  “Marian,” 
while  the  wonderfully 
archaic  sounding,  but  ultimately 
incorrect,  adjectival  form  “Epirotian” 
(p.  187)  is  employed  when  “Epirot,” 
“Epirote,”  or  even  the  much  less  pop- 
ular “Epirotic”  is  intended.  Although 
when  they  occur,  these  kinds  of  error 
may  give  the  reader  some  pause  con- 
cerning the  translator’s  familiarity 
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with  classical  names  and  their  forms 
in  different  modern  languages,  they 
are  thankfully  not  very  common. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  in 
producing  this  new  translation  of  the 
first  part  of  Babelon ’s  masterwork 
Kolbe  and  Spink  & Son  have  done  an 
important  service  to  the  English 
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speaking  numismatic  community  and 
especially  to  those  of  its  members 
lacking  a reading  knowledge  of 
French.  Our  only  serious  complaint, 
and  it  is  admittedly  an  unfair  one 
considering  that  the  mandate  of  the 
series  is  specifically  historiographi- 
cal, is  that  Elizabeth  Saville  only 
translates  the  very  first  part  of  the 
first  volume  of  Traite  des  monnaies 
grecques  et  romain.  If  we  are  very 
fortunate,  perhaps  one  day  some 
other  brave  soul  will  take  on  the 
Herculean  task  of  translating  the 
remaining  three  and  a half  volumes, 
the  real  meat  of  Babelon’s  discussion, 
to  which  Ancient  Numismatics  and  its 
History  serves  as  a flavourful  appe- 
tizer, whetting  the  appetite  for  what  is 
to  follow. 

-Oliver  D.  Hoover 

Mark  A.  Staal,  The  Three  Graces  and 
their  Numismatic  Mythology  Santa, 
Clara:  No  Publisher,  2004.  Pb.  181pp.,  24 
b/w  pis.,  10  color  pis.,  ISBN  0-9747616- 
0-5.  $35.00. 

In  1908  the  celebrated  Swiss  numis- 
matist Friedrich  Imhoof-Blumer, 
published  an  important  monograph 
on  the  subject  of  Die  Nymphen  und 
Chariten  auf  Griechischen  Miinzen, 
detailing  the  complexities  of  the 
iconography  of  the  Nymphs  and  the 
three  Graces  (Charites)  on  Greek  and 
Roman  Provincial  coinage.  For 
almost  a century,  it  has  been  a key 
source  for  numismatists  and  students 
of  iconography  seeking  to  delve  into 
the  world  of  these  minor  deities. 
However,  in  part  because  Imhoof- 
Blumer ’s  erudition  is  lost  to  those 
without  a reading  knowledge  of 
German,  and  because  many  more 
coin  types  are  now  known,  Mark 
Staal  has  produced  a new  book  deal- 
ing with  The  Three  Graces  and  their 
Numismatic  Mythology. 

Before  launching  into  the  catalogue 
of  coin  types  depicting  the  three 
Graces,  Staal  offers  several  introduc- 
tory sections  on  the  mythology  and 
representation  of  these  goddesses  in 


numismatics.  A collection  of  brief 
historical  sketches  for  every  provin- 
cial mint  city  known  to  have  issued 
coinage  with  a three  Graces  type  and 
discussion  of  the  rarity  of  the  series  is 
also  included.  The  latter  is  comple- 
mented by  a study  of  the  appearances 
of  three  Grace  types  at  auction 
between  1970  and  2004  and  the 
prices  realized. 

One  of  the  more  important  ques- 
tions raised  in  the  opening  material  is 
how  to  tell  the  difference  between  the 
Graces  and  Nymphs  or  other  deities 
who  come  in  groups  of  three.  Staal 
subscribes  to  the  opinion  that  when- 
ever we  find  a group  of  three  nude 
female  figures  in  a standard  arm  in 
arm  pose  with  the  central  figure 
turned  from  the  viewer  and  the  flank- 
ing figures  facing,  we  are  always 
intended  to  understand  them  as  the 
three  Graces  (p.  49),  whether  we  pre- 
fer them  as  Aglaea,  Euphrosyne  and 
Thalia,  or  Auxo,  Hegemone  and 
Peitho.  In  an  effort  to  contrast  the 
Graces  with  numismatic  depictions 
of  three  Nymphs,  Staal  provides  a list 
and  plate  illustrations  of  eighteen 
coin  types  depicting  the  latter.  While 
the  desire  to  clearly  differentiate  the 
two  groups  has  obvious  appeal,  it 
fails  to  recognize  the  fluidity  of 


The  Three  Graces  and 
Their  Numismatic 
Mythology 


Mark  A.  Staal 


meaning  in  the  iconography  of  the 
Charites.  By  the  Hellenistic  period  it 
was  not  uncommon  for  other 
Nymphs  to  take  on  the  characteristics 
that  Staal  would  associate  with  the 
Graces  ( Lexicon  iconographicum 
mythologiae  classicae,  s.v.  Charites). 
Thus,  when  the  three  Graces  appear 
as  a mintmark  on  Syro-Phoenician 
tetradrachms  of  Gadara,  they  almost 
certainly  represent  the  Nymphs  who 
presided  over  the  city’s  famous  hot 
springs,  while  the  Charites  depicted 
in  a mosaic  (illustrated  on  p.  154) 
from  a Roman  bath  complex  near 
Seleucia  on  the  Calycadnus  are  most 
likely  intended  as  the  Nymphs  of  its 
healing  waters.  Considering  this  syn- 
cretic tendency,  in  the  absence  of 
clear  epigraphic,  iconographic,  or 
contextual  indicators,  it  becomes  dif- 
ficult to  be  certain  whether  the  view- 
er is  always  intended  to  recognize  the 
Graces  qua  Graces  or  as  local  water 
spirits. 

It  is  no  doubt  safe  to  interpret  the 
triad  as  the  Charites  in  cases  where 
the  deities  carry  flowers  and  sheaves 
of  grain,  or  wreaths,  perhaps  identify- 
ing Thalia  (“Flowering”)  and  Aglaea 
(“Triumph”),  or  when  they  are  clear- 
ly associated  with  Aphrodite  (i.e.,  the 
issues  of  Aphrodisias,  nos.  10,  13,23, 
25  and  34).  However,  one  becomes 
suspicious  when  their  main  attributes 
are  jars,  often  shown  with  water 
pouring  out  of  them  (nos.  18-20,  28 
and  57),  the  standard  attribute  of 
Nymphs  ( Lexicon  iconographicum 
mythologiae  classicae , s.v. 
Nymphai).  The  fact  that  the  cities  of 
Pautalia  and  Augusta  Traiana  struck 
coins  in  the  same  period  with  three 
clothed  jar  bearers,  often  in  a virtual- 
ly identical  pose  to  that  associated 
with  the  Graces  seems  to  suggest  that 
the  typology  of  the  nude  Charites  in 
Thrace  was  an  aesthetic  choice  in  the 
depicting  the  local  river  deities.  In 
this  case,  when  the  groups  are  almost 
exactly  the  same,  with  the  exception 
of  clothing,  it  is  difficult  to  agree 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


60 


;matic  Society 


with  Staal  that  one  represents  the 
Graces  while  the  other  represents  the 
river  Nymphs.  Indeed,  in  her  work  on 
the  coinages  of  Augusta  Traiana  and 
Traianopolis  ( Griechisches  miinzw- 
erk:  Die  miinzpragung  von  Augusta 
Traiana  und  Traianopolis  (Berlin, 
1991),  Edith  Schonert-Geiss  explicit- 
ly identifies  all  female  triads  (nude  or 
clothed)  holding  water  jars  as 
Nymphs  of  the  local  rivers  in  contrast 
to  the  descriptions  of  earlier  scholars, 
who  also  mistook  them  for  Charites. 
In  light  of  this  situation  it  would 
probably  be  prudent  for  nos.  8 
(Marcianopolis),  18  (Pautalia),  19 
(Augusta  Traiana),  20  (Pautalia),  26 
(Marcianopolis)  and  57  (Serdica)  to 
be  removed  from  Staal’s  catalogue  of 
three  Graces  types  to  the  list  of 
Nymph  types. 

Unfortunately,  the  introductory  sec- 
tions, as  well  as  the  historical  intro- 
ductions to  the  emperors  included  in 
the  catalogue,  are  often  deeply  trou- 
bled by  errors  of  fact  and  form. 
These  range  from  the  description  of 
the  archaic  and  classical  periods  of 
Greek  history  running  from  the  fifth 
to  the  eighth  century  BC,  rather  than 
from  the  eighth  to  the  fifth  century, 
and  the  dating  of  the  travel  writer 
Pausanias  (fl.  AD  150)  to  the  second 
century  BC,  to  the  perplexing  inclu- 
sion of  B.V.  Head’s  Historia 
Numorum  in  Staal’s  list  of  works  of 
“Greek  poets  and  writers  of  the 
Classical  and  Hellenistic  periods” 
that  mention  the  Graces.  Although 
admittedly  a classic  numismatic  ref- 
erence, the  first  edition  was  only  pub- 
lished in  1887,  hardly  qualifying 
Head  as  a classical  author.  Readers 
should  note  that  very  few  scholars 
currently  believe  that  Homer  (blind 
in  Greek  tradition)  “wrote”  the  Iliad 
or  the  Odyssey.  Instead,  the  poems 
thought  to  have  been  composed  oral- 
ly and  only  later  committed  to  writ- 
ing. Furthermore,  Delphi  and  Delos 
are  not  the  same  place,  Thessaly  is 
not  in  Illyria,  and  Aglaea  cannot  be 


translated  into  English  as  “the  one 
who  harvests”  (p.  14).  The  present 
reviewer  would  also  be  interested  to 
know  the  source  of  the  remarkable 
claim  on  page  11  that  the  English 
word  “charisma”  is  a,  “derivative  of 
“macharisma,”  an  ancient  invocation 
of  the  tri-goddess:  ma  (birth)  charis 
(grace)  and  ma  (death).”  The  Oxford 
English  Dictionary  seems  to  think 
that  it  comes  from  the  regular  Greek 
word  charisma.  It  should  probably  go 
without  saying  that  the  mythological, 
literary  and  historical  background 
supplied  by  Staal  should  be  treated 
with  some  caution. 

The  text  is  rife  with  a variety  of 
spelling  errors,  including  among  oth- 
ers, “Perinthis”  for  “Perinthus,” 
“Cercrops”  for  “Cecrops,”  “llliad” 
for  “Iliad,”  and  “Muenzen”  for 
“Miinzen.”  However,  the  most  dis- 
tracting is  probably  Staal’s  general 
tendency,  when  attempting  to  call  the 
Graces  by  their  Greek  name, 
Charites,  to  refer  to  them  as 
“Charities,”  conjuring  in  the  mind  of 
the  reader  a triad  of  the  Salvation 
Army,  the  March  of  Dimes  and  the 
United  Way,  rather  than  the  intended 
daughters  of  Zeus  and  Eurynome. 
Readers  may  be  further  disturbed  by 
the  misuse  of  several  English  words, 
such  as  the  verbal  use  of  “patron”  (p. 
27),  the  widespread  verbal  use  of 
“image”  when  meaning  “illustrate” 
or  “depict,”  and  the  bizarre  use  of 
“annex”  as  a synonym  for  “exile”  in  a 
description  of  the  fate  of  the  Empress 
Plautilla  (p.  110). 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  potential 
usefulness  and  interest  of  the  intro- 
ductory material  is  so  frequently 
marred  by  error  and  the  poor  use  of 
language,  particularly  when  diligent 
editing  could  have  caught  and  sal- 
vaged many  of  the  problems. 

Nevertheless,  those  interested  in  the 
numismatic  iconography  of  the  three 
Graces  and  Roman  Provincial 
coinage  in  general  are  still  likely  to 
appreciate  the  catalogue  (pp.  92- 


147),  although  caution  is  again  neces- 
sary when  accepting  some  of  the 
descriptions.  For  example,  the  thymi- 
aterion  said  to  appear  as  an  attribute 
on  some  issues,  is  in  reality  the  stand- 
ing sealed  jar  that  frequently  appears 
beside  the  Charites  in  art  as  an 
emblem  of  their  virginity,  while  the 
so-called  tripod  is  just  a fold  of  drap- 
ery. The  symbol,  “occasionally 
described  as  appearing  above  the 
heads  of  the  goddesses”  is  merely  a 
feature  of  their  hairstyle. 

Some  fifty-seven  individual  coin 
series  depicting  the  three  Graces  as 
the  main  subject  of  the  reverse  type 
are  listed,  including  thirty  types 
unrecorded  by  Imhoof-Blumer  in 
1908.  These  additional  coins  are 
mainly  Thracian  and  Moesian  issues 
(several  are  actually  water  Nymphs), 
but  specimens  from  Magnesia  on  the 
Maeander,  Nicaea,  Lydian 
Philadelphia,  Phrygian  Laodicea, 
Docimeium,  Iconium,  Perga,  Side, 
Tarsus,  and  Gadara  are  also 
described.  A few  even  appear  to  be 
unpublished,  such  as  an  issue  of 
Diadumenian  from  Marcianopolis 
(no.  26),  an  anonymous  coin  of 
Docimeium  under  Macrinus  (no.  28), 
and  a Tarsian  bronze  of  Pupienus  (no. 
39).  In  addition  to  building  up  the 
type  corpus,  Staal  correctly  reattrib- 
utes a coin  of  Faustina  II  (no.  4)  from 
the  mint  of  Traianopolis  to  that  of 
Augusta  Traiana.  He  may  also  be 
right  to  suspect  that  a bronze  of 
Tranquillina  normally  attributed  to 
Iconium  was  really  issued  at  Cremna. 
The  heavily  worn  letters  COL  CR... 
of  Col[onia]  Cremensium  seem  to  be 
present  in  the  left  part  of  the  reverse 
inscription.  One  other  noteworthy 
feature  of  the  catalogue  is  the  attempt 
by  the  author  to  list  all  the  known 
inscription  variants,  including  word 
breaks. 

A supplementary  section  (pp.  141- 
147)  describes  fourteen  coin  types, 
including  Hellenistic  and  Roman 
Imperial  issues  as  well  as  Roman 
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Provincial  coins,  that  employ  small 
images  of  the  three  Graces  or 
Nymphs  as  subsidiary  symbols  or 
attributes  of  other  deities.  The  bulk 
of  this  section  is  made  up  of  Syro- 
Phoenician  tetradrachms  of  the 
Decapolitan  city  of  Gadara  and 
bronzes  of  Thracian  Pautalia  (one  of 
which  is  apparently  unpublished),  but 
Athenian  New  Style  silver  and 
Roman  silver  and  bronze  issues  are 
present  as  well.  Of  some  special 
interest  is  an  unpublished 
Alexandrian  bronze  hemidrachm  of 
Trajan  (ANS  1944.100.56260)  that 
seems  to  depict  the  triad  to  the  left  of 
Demeter.  These  figures  might  be 
more  correctly  described  as  the  three 
Horae  (Seasons)  than  Nymphs  or 
Graces,  as  they  appear  to  wear 
kalathoi  on  their  heads  and  are  some- 
what more  logical  companions  for 
Demeter,  a goddess  who  included 
Horephoros  (Season-bringer)  among 
her  cult  titles. 

Twenty-four  good  black  and  white 
plates  illustrate  the  coins  in  the  cata- 
logue as  well  as  those  in  the  supple- 
mental sections  on  depictions  of  the 
Nymphs  and  the  Graces  in  miniature. 
Ten  full-color  plates  are  also  included 
to  illustrate  coins  of  Commodus, 
Julia  Domna  and  other  rulers  from 
various  mints,  Cilician  issues  of 
Maximinus  I,  Gordian  III,  Balbinus 
and  Pupienus,  emissions  from  the 
mint  of  Deultum,  and  examples  of  the 
three  Nymphs  type.  Connoisseurs  of 
the  Charites  will  no  doubt  enjoy  see- 
ing the  enhancement  that  comes  to  an 
inherently  beautiful  type  through  an 
attractive  patina,  whether  one  prefers 
lime  green,  a deep  chocolate  brown, 
or  desert  sand. 

Although  the  severe  problems  of 
the  text  mean  that  serious  discussion 
must  still  be  sought  in  the  pages  of 
Die  Nymphen  und  Chariten  auf 
Griechischen  Miinzen,  Staal’s  type 
catalogue,  which  takes  into  account 
the  various  discoveries  and  publica- 
tions of  the  last  hundred  years  will 


probably  make  The  Three  Graces  and 
their  Numismatic  Mythology  a neces- 
sary reference  for  students  of  this  rare 
coin  series. 

-Oliver  D.  Hoover 

Robert  A.  Vlack.  An  Illustrated 
Catalogue  of  the  French  Billon  Coinage 
in  the  Americas.  No  place:  C4 
Publications,  The  Colonial  Coin 
Collectors  Club,  2004.  Hb.  157  pp.,  b/w 
illus.  $50.00. 

Distributed  by  Ray  Williams,  924 
Norway  Avenue,  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
08629,  email:  njraywms@optonline.net. 

It  is  appropriate  that  the  year  mark- 
ing the  four  hundredth  anniversary  of 
Samuel  de  Champlain’s  first  voyage 
to  the  New  World  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  first  French  outpost  on  lie 
Sainte-Croix  (Maine)  should  also  see 
a new  volume  devoted  to  the  main 
coinage  employed  by  the  later  inhab- 
itants of  La  Nouvelle  France,  the 
French  colonial  empire  in  North 
America. 

Following  a brief 
history  of  French 
North  America  and 
its  endemic  lack  of 
hard  currency, 

Robert  Vlack  intro- 
duces the  six  major 
issues  and  reissues 
of  billon  coinage 
produced  in  France 
between  1640  and 
1764  (pp.  1-18). 

However,  he  also 

applies  the  reduc- 
tionist approach  to 
the  circulating 
coinage  of  La 

Nouvelle  France  endorsed  by 

Michael  Hodder  in  1994  (“An 
American  Collector’s  Guide  to  the 
Coins  of  Nouvelle  France,”  in  J. 
Kleeberg,  ed.,  Canada’s  Money, 

CO  AC  8 (New  York,  1994),  pp.  2- 
35),  thereby  discounting  the  piece  de 
quinze  denier s of  1641  as  well  as  the 
douzains  and  sixains  of  1658. 
Despite  the  listing  of  these  coins  in 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins  (New  York, 
1988)  (nos.  272-275)  and  their  con- 
tinued appearance  in  the  most  recent 
editions  of  the  Charlton  Standard 
Catalogue  of  Canadian  Coins,  there 
is  in  fact  no  evidence  that  these  coins 
ever  circulated  in  North  America. 
Thus,  the  main  discussion  centers  on 
the  old  sous  marques  ( douzains  coun- 
terstamped  with  a fleur-de-lis ) of 
1640,  the  restruck  douzains  of  1692- 
1705,  the  mousquetaires  of  1709-13, 
and  the  sous  marques  of  1738-1764. 

Readers  will  appreciate  Vlack’s 
concise  overview  of  the  production 
of  these  coinages  and  the  problems 
associated  with  their  use  in  France 
and  the  colonies,  such  as  revalua- 
tions, billonage  profiteering,  and  the 
fear  of  devalued  foreign  billon  coins 
flooding  the  French  market.  A table 
on  page  15  illustrates  very  well  the 
monotonous  stream 
of  revaluations  of 
mousquetaires  and 
pre-1705  sous  mar- 
ques and  douzains 
between  June  1640 
and  the  introduction 
of  the  new  sous 
marques  in  1738. 
However,  those 
interested  in  the  old 
sous  marques  of 
1640,  the  earliest 
billon  coinage  to  see 
service  in  La 
Nouvelle  France,  or 
the  recoined 

douzains  of  1692- 
1705,  will  be  a little 
disappointed  to  discover  that  neither 
of  these  series  are  fully  catalogued  in 
the  manner  of  the  mousquetaires  and 
sous  marques  of  the  eighteenth  centu- 
ry. Instead,  for  the  old  sous  marques, 
the  author  provides  only  a list  of 
rulers,  whose  issues  are  known  to 
have  been  the  host  coins  for  this 
major  episode  of  counterstamping. 
The  list  is  quite  interesting,  as  it 
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includes  domains  dating  back  as 
early  as  the  reign  of  Charles  VI 
(1380-1422),  as  well  as  English 
groats,  Papal  douzinnas  and  Flemish 
sols,  but  it  is  no  replacement  for  a 
catalogue  with  proper  descriptions  of 
the  individual  types  and  issues  of  the 
host  coins.  Also  notable  is  Vlack’s 
inability  to  locate  a single  old  sou 
marque  made  from  a 1618  douzain  of 
Louis  XIII,  despite  Breen’s  statement 
(Encyclopedia,  p.  47)  that  this  is  the 
most  common  host.  Considering  the 
vast  material  at  the  author’s  disposal, 
including  the  collection  of  the  Bank 
of  Canada,  it  seems  likely  that  Breen 
has  simply  retailed  an  erroneous 
statement  first  made  by  Louis  Ciani 
(Les  monnaies  royals  franqaises  de 
Hughes  Capet  a Louis  XVI  (Paris, 
1929),  p.  379)  and  that  the 
Encyclopedia  should  be  corrected  on 
this  count.  As  for  the  recoined 
domains  of  1692-1705,  Vlack 
divides  them  into  four  classes  based 
on  the  use  of  host  coins  or  new 
planchets.  Each  class  is  furnished 
with  a single  illustration.  He  leaves 
the  proper  cataloguing  of  this  exten- 
sive and  complex  coinage,  “up  to  the 
collector  as  a major  challenge.”  (p. 
13).  The  absence  of  these  coins  from 
the  catalogue  may  perhaps  also  be 
forgiven  on  the  grounds  that  there  is 
little  evidence  to  indicate  that  they 
ever  circulated  in  La  Nouvelle 
France.  It  is  possible  that  they  too 
should  be  classed  with  the  issues  of 
1641  and  1658,  thus  leaving  only 
three  billon  series  for  French  North 
America. 

The  study  of  the  French  billon 
coinage  is  a true  study  in  economy. 
Not  only  was  the  composition  of  the 
alloy  (silver,  tin  and  copper)  intended 
to  give  primarily  base  metal  coins  the 
appearance  of  more  valuable  silver, 
to  the  profit  of  the  crown,  but  full 
value  was  also  wrung  out  of  the  dies 
used  to  strike  the  coins  through  the 
recutting  of  dates  and  reuse  of  dies  in 
subsequent  years.  Although  over- 

A M 


dates  are  rare  for  the  m ous- 
quetaires  and  demi-mous- 
quetaires,  they  are  a fairly 
standard  feature  of  the 
sous  marques  struck  at 
most  French  mints  from 
1738-64.  In  the  catalogue, 

Vlack  lists  all  the  over- 
dates known  to  him; 
amounting  to  some  eighty 
date  varieties,  many  of 
which  are  illustrated  with 
enlargements.  While  the 
author  has  tried  to  be  care- 
ful in  his  reading  of  over- 
dates in  order  to  avoid  the 
creation  of  phantom  vari- 
eties, there  are  a few  listed 
and  illustrated  that  will 
probably  spark  further  dis- 
cussion among  collectors. 

For  example,  no. 37b,  a sou 
marque  from  the  Paris 
mint  is  described  as  having 
the  date  1757/0,  but  the 
circle  of  the  underdate 
seems  too  small  for  a zero 
and  an  apparent  tail  above 
the  top  of  the  seven  sug- 
gests that  the  date  should 
be  more  correctly  read  as 
1757/6,  an  overdate  vari- 
ety already  listed  as  no. 

38d.  The  1763/inverted 
2 and  1763/curved  3/2  of 
nos.  47a  and  c,  respec- 
tively, might  also  merit 
further  investigation. 

Although  not  strictly  an 
overdate,  Vlack  also 
illustrates  (no.  253c  from 
the  mint  of  Strasbourg) 
what  he  describes  as  the  S of  the 
word  SIT  in  the  obverse  inscription 
struck  over  an  inverted  3.  In  fact,  it 
looks  more  like  the  letter  S has  been 
converted  from  a number  8 punch. 
Something  similar  may  be  the  case 
with  no.  253c  (not  illustrated),  which 
is  said  to  have  the  letter  S over  an 
inverted  5. 

The  main  catalogue  lists  1 1 mous- 


quetaires  (nos.  1-11),  3 demi-mous- 
quetaires  (nos.  12-14),  278  sous  mar- 
ques (nos.  15-292),  and  45  demi-sous 
marques  (nos.  293-328).  The 
descriptions  of  the  demi-sous  mar- 
ques of  Montpellier,  Perpignan, 
Bourges,  and  Aix-en-Provence  are 
only  provisional  since  no  specimens 
or  photographs  were  available  to  the 
author  at  the  time  of  publication.  The 
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Montpellier  and  Perpignan  issues 
may  in  fact  be  phantoms,  as  no 
mintage  figures  are  available  for 
them  and  they  are  known  only 
through  unverified  report.  Rarity 
estimates,  based  on  an  ascending 
scale  of  1 to  8,  as  well  as  mintage  fig- 
ures (when  known)  accompany  each 
catalogue  entry.  Illustrations  within 
the  catalogue  are  generally  of  high 
quality,  although  a very  few  images 
may  be  a little  on  the  dark  side.  We 
can,  however,  sympathize  with  the 
difficulty  of  photographing  some  of 
the  coins.  Not  for  nothing  were  they 
later  known  as  noirs,  or  “black  dogs,” 
because  of  their  worn  and  blackened 
appearance.  Extreme  rarities  or  other- 
wise unusual  coins  are  illustrated 
within  a box  in  order  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  reader.  These  include 
a 1711  Lyon  mousquetaire  with  an 
erroneous  G (Poitiers?)  mintmark 
(no.  4),  a 1739  Paris  sou  marque  with 
barless-A  mintmark  (no.  18),  a 
Paris/Lyon  sou  marque  hybrid  of 
1747  (no.  27),  a lead  obverse  die  trial 
for  the  1738  Paris  demi-sou  marque 
(no.  293),  a 1781  Cayenne  trois  sous 
(no.  398),  and  a sou  marque  counter- 
stamped  for  use  on  Tobago  (no.  440). 

In  addition  to  the  official  billon 
issues,  the  catalogue  also  includes  a 
section  on  contemporary  counterfeit 
mousquetaires  (nos.  329-339)  and 
counterfeit  sous  marques  copying  the 
types  of  most  of  the  French  mints 
(nos.  340-370).  Judging  from  the 
transformation  of  the  jewels  on  the 
crown  into  mere  dashes  on  a counter- 


feit mousquetaire  (no.  335)  and  the 
tendency  to  corrupt  the  differents  of 
mint  directors  and  chief  engravers  on 
counterfeit  sous  marques  (see  for 
example  nos.  341,  343,  355-356, 
358-362)  it  is  tempting  to  think  that 
the  rare  1711  -G  mousquetaire  (no.  4), 
with  G mintmark  in  place  of  the  usual 
D of  Lyon  and  dashes  in  the  crown, 
should  be  relocated  to  this  section,  as 
Vlack  had  originally  considered. 

As  if  the  inclusion  of  the  counter- 
feits did  not  make  the  catalogue  of 
mousquetaires  and  sous  marques 
complete  enough,  a final  section  cov- 
ers the  counterstamping  and  recy- 
cling of  these  coinages  after  the  fall 
of  French  North  America  for  use  in 
the  West  Indies  as  the  so-called 
“stampees”  (nos.  371-380).  The 
related  Cayenne  deux  sous  ( 1780- 
1790)  of  French  Guiana,  which  were 
often  overstruck  on  sous  marques , 
are  also  catalogued  along  with  the 
counterstamps  applied  to  them  and 
the  stampees  by  various  British  and 
Dutch  colonies  in  the  West  Indies 
(nos.  381-459).  Of  some  special 
interest  are  the  sous  marques,  deux 
sous,  and  stampees  counterstamped 
by  the  British  authorities  on  Tobago. 
Vlack  argues  that  no.  441,  a very  rare 
French  sou  marque  bearing  the  elab- 
orate Tobago  counterstamp  of  TB 
over  a script  o,  all  within  a rectangu- 
lar frame  represents  the  island’s  earli- 
est counterstamp,  preceding  those 
consisting  only  of  letters.  While  he  is 
almost  certainly  right  to  see  this 
counterstamp  as  the  precursor  of  the 


TBo  letter  punches  (nos.  438-439, 
442-450),  it  is  difficult  to  be  sure 
whether  it  may  not  have  been  preced- 
ed in  turn  by  the  TABAGO  in  rectan- 
gular punch  found  on  stampees  and 
Cayenne  deux  sous  (nos.  451-452). 
The  author  places  no.  441  at  the 
beginning  of  Tobago’s  counterstamp- 
ing largely  because  of  its  early  host 
coin,  but  there  is  actually  no  way  to 
know  how  long  the  coin  circulated  in 
the  West  Indies  before  it  received  its 
counterstamp. 

Despite  the  somewhat  narrower 
focus  on  the  billon  issues  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  than  the  general 
review  suggested  by  the  title,  An 
Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  French 
Billon  Coinage  in  the  Americas  is  an 
important  and  long  overdue  reference 
for  anyone  interested  in  the  coins  of 
French  North  America  and  the  West 
Indies.  Both  the  author  and  the 
Colonial  Coin  Collectors  Club  should 
be  congratulated  for  providing  a solid 
foundation  for  the  further  study  of 
French  coinage  in  the  New  World. 
Hopefully  just  as  the  bold  example  of 
Champlain  blazed  the  trail  for  the 
colonization  of  La  Nouvelle  France 
four  centuries  ago,  Robert  Vlack 's 
more  recent  numismatic  voyage  of 
discovery  will  inspire  others  to  take 
ship  and  chart  new  courses  in  the  less 
traveled  waters  of  North  American 
colonial  coinage  under  the  French 
regime. 

-Oliver  D.  Hoover 


(Best  Wishes  for  a 
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Call  toll  free:  866-811-1804 


Trusted  Names, 
Familiar  Faces 


American  Numismatic  Rarities  is  a team  of  professionals  who  have  over 
250  years  of  combined  experience  in  building  meaningful  collections  and 
presenting  numismatic  auctions. 

If  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  THE  SALE  OF  YOUR  COINS,  call  Rick  Bagg  or 
John  Pack  today  for  more  information.  And,  like  Haig  Koshkarian,  we  believe 
you’ll  be  pleased  with  the  excellent  results  and  the  superb  personal  service  received 
from  our  expert  staff.  Our  widely  attended  sales  are  held  in  major  metropolitan 
areas  and  at  important  numismatic  conventions  throughout  the  year.  One  of 
our  auctions  is  certain  to  be  just  right  for  showcasing  your  collection. 


Dynamic  Results! 


“Your  company’s  deservedly  outstanding  reputation 
for  professionalism,  expertise,  and  integrity  within 
the  coin  collecting  community,  gets  the  credit  for 
the  outstanding  success  of  the  auction.  ” 

— Haig  Koshkarian  after  the 
March  2004  auction  of  his  coins 


P.O.  Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-free:  866-811-1804  • 603-569-0823 
Fax:  603-569-3875  • wAvw.anrcoins.com 

auction@anrcoins.com 

ANA  Life  Members 

l)r.  Rick  Bagg 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Christine  Karstedt 
Melissa  Karstedt 
John  Kraljcvich 
John  Pack 
Frank  Van  Valen 


Members: 

Dr.  Rick  Ragg 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Christine  Karstedt 


The  finest  known  1797  half  dollar,  sold  as  part  of  the 
Koshkarian  Collection  and  pedigreed  to  the  Norweb 
family,  realized  an  incredible  $966,000,  setting  a new 
world  record  for  a U.S.  half  dollar  sold  at  auction. 


A spectacular  gem  1795  Flowing 
Hair  dollar  from  the  Koshkarian 
Collection  brought  $264,500 


The  Koshkarian  1793  Sheldon-9 
Wreath  cent,  pedigreed  to  Sylvester  Crosby, 
sold  for  $241,500,  a new  auction  record 
for  a Wreath  cent. 


The  landmark  1793  Chain  AMERI 
cent,  Sheldon- 1,  from  the  Koshkarian 
Collection,  realized  $218,500 


American 
Numismatic 
Rarities,  llc 


Q.  David  Bowers 
Numismatic  Director 
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Christine  Karstedt 
President 


Dr.  Rick  Bagg 
Auction  Consignments 


John  Pack 

Auction  Consignments 


Frank  Van  Valen 
Senior  Numismatist 


John  Kraljevich 
Numismatic  Research 


NGSA 

numismatica  genevensis 

SA 


Auction  N°3  29  & 30  November  2004 

Beau  Rivage  Hotel,  Geneva,  Switzerland 

www.baron.ch 


USA,  10  Dollars  1799 
sold  $28,000 


An  amazing  meeting,  amazing  coins,  so  we  can 
report  what  happened  over  three  days  at  the 
Geneva  Beau-Rivage  Hotel.  Dealers  and  collectors 
came  from  all  over  the  world  to  take  part  in  the 
third  auction  by  Numismatica  Genevensis  SA. 


Italy,  50  lire  1864,  Turin 
sold  $200,000 


Exceptional  lots  were  sold  in  all  catagoires 

at  sometimes  historical  prices.  Two  italian  coins  sold  for  over  200,000  swiss  francs:  the 
4 testons  of  Philibert  II  de  Savoie  that  went  up  to  215,000  frs.  ($190,000),  and  the  50  liras 
1864  of  Victor  Emanuel  II,  going  up  to  225,000  frs.  ($200,000). 


Savoie  Philibert  II,  4 testons 
sold  $190,000 


Among  ancient  coins,  we  mention  the 
octodrachm  of  Ptolemy  II  and  Arsinoe  II, 
which  sold  for  27,000  swiss  francs 
($24,000). 

Regarding  modem  coins,  the  auction  went 
stronger  as  the  days  passed.  French,  Greek, 
Italian  and  Russian  coins  were  highly 
contested. 

The  final  section  of  the  sale  was  the  US 
coins.  The  10  dollar  1799  brought  $28,000 
and  the  5 dollars  1795  $30,000. 


NGSA  thank  all  those  who  helped  in  the 
success  of  this  auction. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  CONTACT  ; 

NG  SA  E-mail  : ngsa@baron.ch 

1 Rond-Point  de  Plainpalais  Online  : www.baron.ch 
CH-1205  Geneva  Tel  : 011  41  22  320  46  40 

SWITZERLAND  Fax  : 01 1 41  22  329  21  62 


Russia,  Half  Imperial  1895 
sold  $57,000 


HENRI  EUGENE  NOCQ  (Paris  1868  - 1944) 
Le  PeintreJJ.  WEERTS 
Cast  bronze  plaquette 
6 x 414  inches  (15.2  x 11.4  cm) 
Initialled  HN  and  dated  1904  upper  right 


EUROPEAN  SCULPTURE  AND  DRAWINGS 

Post  Office  Box  580  Lenox  Hill  Station  New  York  10021 
Telephone  212  879-7758  Facsimile  212  794-4680  E-mail  info@dcyates.com 
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America’s 
Oldest 
& Most 
Prestigious 
Rare  Coin  Dealer 


Contact  Lawrence  R.  Stack  or 
Harvey  G.  Stack  for  a consultation 

Visit  us  at:  www.stacks.com  or  e-mail:  info@Stacks.com 

123  West  57th  Street  • New  York,  NY  10019-2280 
Telephone:  (212)  582-2580 
FAX:  (212)  245-5018  or  (212)  582-1946 
Auctions  • Appraisals  • Retail  • Since  1935 


The  most  famous  name  in  numismatics 


Consultants  to  Museums,  Universities, 
Financial  Institutions,  Collectors  & 
Investors  for  Seven  Decades. 


The  Stack  family  name  has  been  the  leader 
in  numismatics  since  the  1930's,  bringing 
rare  specimens  of  ancient,  medieval  and 
modern  coins , medals  and  documents  to 
collectors  the  world  over. 

For  seven  busy  decades,  Stacks  has  held 
the  first  position  in  American  numismatics 
in  terms  of  longevity,  number  of  sales 
conducted,  lots  sold  and  great  rarities 
handled.  Being  the  industry  leader.  Stack 's 
has  conducted  more  top-quality  numismatic 
auctions  than  any  American  rare  coin  firm 
in  history. 


NO  COLLECTOR 
TOO  SMALL 
TO  SERVE. 


